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Whidisoever of these opposite systems we embrace ; whether we impute 
the intention of murder to Gowrie, or to the King ; insuperable difBcuIties 
arise, and we are involved in darkness, mystery, and contradictions. 

Robsrtson's HiMtorp of Scotland. 

Out of Scotland we hear that there is no good agreement, but rather an 
open diffidence, betwixt tl^ King and his wife, and many are oi opinion 
that the discovery of some affection between her and the Earl of Gowricfl 
brother, who was killed with him, was the truest cause and motive of that 
tragedy. 

Sir Ralph Win wood's Memoirs. 
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ST JOHNSTOUN; 

OB, 

JOHN, EARL OF GOWRIE. 



CHAPTER I. 

liove is, or ought to be, our greatest bliss ; 
^nce every other joy, how dear soever, 
Gives way to that, and we leave all for love. 
At the imperious tyrant's lordly call. 
In spite of reason and restraint we come— • 
Leave kinged, parents, and our native home. 

Lady Jane Gray, 

Very different, however, were the sensa- 
tions that assailed the graver and more think- 
ing mind of the Eiu*}, from those which ac- 
tuated his brother, and the load seemed only 
taken from off the spirits of the Master, to 
be laid npon his own. For although, in the 
letter he had received frcm tbeJQng on his 
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2 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

arrival at Falkland, he coiJd not precisely 
shape to himself any definite cause of alarm, 
yet he felt a degree of agitation, when his 
thoughts recurred to it, that seemed'a presen- 
timent of evil, which in reality was yet to be 
singularly fulfilled.' This unaccountable im- 
pression on his nervous system, gave rise to a 
restlessness, which frequently prompted him 
to walk forth by himself, that! his musings 
might be undisturbed. It was in a mood of 
oppressive sadness, that the Earl strolled 
forth one evening toward theNorthlnch ; the 
town having two plaini^ one on the north, 
and another on the soutib, eaUed Inches, (or 
islands,) from their being partly surrounded 
by water. 

The sun was hidden, but the sultriness of 
the evening was not relieved by tlus cireiunr 
stance; &r tliere was a sulphureous Bm^ 
in the iair^ and a red and lurid Mnt in the 
low hanging douds, that gave promise of a: 
ooming storm. 

The Earl looked around him, and obser- 
fed tiiatall living ereatores within his sight 
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appeared impressed withtius'^peet2ii;km.«--i 
The \v0men, on £he beantiM level green lie 
was ^pvoaching, were i>i;isily employed in 
fimnkrg fit>m>one qna^rter'to ^notberygath^* 
11^ ^ ^tb^ snow-^^ clothes, ivfaidh tbey 
lMEdl)«endrya^onit8(flo9?i^1^ ^wliilethe 
gh0^' and ^tde in the a^jacoit Idbds^svsere 
Mehhi^JsMterinRn the hedges ^d trees, 
aiid ^81»Ildillg in gironps on die leeward i^e 
0f wery littte^ knofl or hnsh. The sea-fowl 
were'wifli^i]^ tbdt way to li^imtive rocks 
in the oeean,^asd nttering, as they flew, the 
wildfi»t aad most discordant cries ; and the 
tide hemg fnU to the brim, the river, on 
whose hAisk Gbwne was walking, began first 
to be agitated, and then to toss its wares 
with a turbulent and troubled motion, while 
la^ Atapu ci rain daseend^ to meet its 
«pt]X|»ed bmken ^vaters/ The ISmL was 
about to tfa&e dielt^ &om the storm in a 
desi^Ptcd landing, ^ocGssknaHy used by the 
salm^' fisl^rs, wi^n he discerned, amid 
the Icnmng dbecurfty, that a small boat had 
left the opposite «i<k of the Tay, and w^ 
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4 ST J(OTNSTOTTK. 

stnigglmg through the rirer toward him; 
anxiety to see it reach the shore in safe- 
ty kept him, in spite of the vioknee of thf 
rain, rooted to the spot. The billows now 
rolled like those of the ocean, but s1^ the 
sturdy strokes of the rower impelled theh&sA 
nearer and nearer, until, in a &w minutes^ 
it reached the shore where he stood, and he 
observed that it conti^ned> besides the boat- 
man, two women, who, from their. gowns of 
Dundee grey serge, and- their party-coloiir^ 
ed worsted plaids, drawn ov^ their heads, 
appeared to be peasants. They ssA in the 
stem, each with a small light basket on he? 
arm, covered with green leaves, and seeured 
with twigs, in the way that gardeners padc 
fruit. 

The tide, as we have bbxA before, was up, 
and the depth of. the water at the edge of 
•the bank considerable. The boatman stood 
up, and flinging a rope on shore, called loud- 
ly to the Earl to catch and hold it ; Cow- 
rie immediately seized tiie rope, and exert- 
ing his powerful strength, kept the boatr 
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n^; enough to the edge for the man to 
leap ashore. But at this moment^ a th^n- 
der dbud hurst just ahove them^ and they 
were enveloped m a sheet of fire, which 
eompletely stunned them for a second. But 
duri&g that second, the M^mioi had started 
both to the same side of the little bark, and 
overset it ; and when Gowrie recovered his 
sight, which the glare of the lightning had 
dazzled, he saw that one o£ them was cHng- 
ing to its side, and that the oti^r, kept up 
by her dothes, was still floatmg at a few 
yards cystance. They were his fellow crea* 
tures, and helpless women, thus exposed to 
instant death, and with the^rapidity of the 
lightning which had caused the accident, 
the Earl leaped into the river, and notwith- 
standing the encumbrance of his dress, swam 
toward her who was &rthest off, and drag- 
ing her by the garments to the side, deliver- 
ed her to the hoalman, who was calling loud- 
ly to the other woman to hold on a little 
longer, while he seated the one he had re- 
ceived upon the grass, where the exertions 
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#£ tlia Ettd qpieed% plaoed ike odier % 
her sid^; no^lioiveeTery ma^sittuigi postwe 
Uke. her companioB^ for amnuitioii was^ en^ 
tiisd^ sijspended^ The Earl knew not wlmt 
tOiA).JJJ^bByvrete ataeoiisidsrable distaisce 
from, any hoin^ and ilbe rain stiU continnedl 
to pour:d(mii; in torrents. He bethought 
him$d£o£the shidiing, in whickit hadbe^ir 
Ilk ii^seiriion to^shelter himself ; and taking 
the lifdbns girl (fi)r sueh she appea^ed^) in^ 
hfb urns, he desired the boatman to foUow 
m^.the^other,: and^arried her to tl^ hut 
Sladng her on the ground^ he sat down 
himsdf^, and raising her head, laid it on hlfef 
knee, while he disencumbered it of the phud, 
that.heingfastened under the chin had sfip-^ 
pe^ferward and eoiresed her fiuse, and wh»)h 
hairii]^ thrown ba(^, he idied the long d»k 
trasses of hair from her pale (K>unt^anee/ 
But who shall describe the tumult of mingled^ 
sensations which oTerwhehned him> when he- 
beheld in the peasant girl his beloved Agnes, 
•~her whom he had believed separated from 
him by the wide ocean, and mourned as lost 
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to Mm £BBee^etl Ht crald Itoued^JbtUew: 
faimBeif a:m>keT.ai]d.m thebewUd^rmenit of 
thejinomeiit, bmt his e]m upom her face 
agaia andi^adn^ feadsg it was^.iEiot ia very 
deedherfidJ^ but some one nearly reaembHiig 
faQti&rwIiaisrhiS)dMQitd€^ 
long. lier. Bat TvfamcAIice {ffea^udy/crawl- 
^tx)? the: hut^.and began. td;bewail her mis* 
tiess^he seemed to awake aafironLatranoe^ 
to iMM the sad reaUty- heScaef him; for he 
began; to dread tieiai she would iterer more 
neovxar &iHn the long mndde^ swoon mto 
which .weakness] aod terror had jj^m^nm her. 
Aimtof&aeA t9b gcwn^cf. Lady Ag&es at 
thfi eojiar^ and rubbed her handstand axms^ 
which, la^ extended by her. sides int utter 
USdetaa&m; whi]e:the JSad: wrai^ the water, 
front her hair« At length, they peroemd 
hcK bosom, begin: to hea^e with reluming 
biaadiv aadr thm^ slowly nopoveiin^ her 
&!£ aAQk^pMfcQt fies^urea^were sU^atly tin* 
ged with the.hueaof lijEe«. Aheecno sooner- 
sawihat fa^ lady wwusecoyerii^ than, she 
eried ont^— *^ Dto not. feavBher^ my lord. 
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8 ST JOHNSTOUN- 

and I will quickly return with assistance ;" 
and darting from the hut without waiting 
for an answ^» seemingly no way impeded 
by her heavy and dripping garments^ she 
flew toward the town. Agnes was not yet 
sensible, and her respiration was for some 
time a continuation of long-drawn sighis; 
The Earl raised her head from his knee, 
and placed it on his bosom, with all the ten- 
derness t)f a parent who watches over a side 
child; and impdled by an ii^esistible im^ 
pulse, he imprinted a long and ferv^t kiss 
upon her £»rehead« In d^ance of all the 
perplexing circumstances that surrounded 
him, his heart had never exp^eneed such 
joy; nay, he seemed almost to r^et the 
retium of that strength that removed her 
from his armiE^ and at length restored her to 
a frill consciousness of her situation. But 
durii^ the struggle of uncertain e:dstenc^ 
words too unequivocal, and an unrepressed 
transport that diffused itsdf over her lan^ 
guid features, had angered to his passion- 
ate avowal, thiU; he lived alone for h^, and 
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ST JOHNSTOUN. 9 

lietrayed beymid recal the secret she had 
hitherto so cautiously guarded. — ^They now 
irrevocably pledged their faith to each other 
-^-and their state^ for ten short minutes, re- 
sembled that of disembodied spirits united 
in paradise ; for no thought of worldly care 
entered into hearts filled with the bliss of 
reeiprocal love. — ^But this could not last; 
and the very questions it was so natural for 
Gowrie to i»k in explanation of her sudden 
^pearance, and her answers thereto, served 
in some measure to dispel the illusion, and 
bring her back to reason. It caused to min- 
gle also with the Earl's tender and happy 
s^isations,-— uncontrolled indignation at the 
base conduct of Rathsay, and the unworthy 
advantage the King had taken of his royal 
authority* These thoughts wer^ however, 
put to fl^t for a short time by the return of 
Alic^ accompanied by her step-mother, a 
decent matronly woman, who brought with 
her a change of clothes for Lady Agnes, and 
a cordial, of whidi she made her swallow a 
small quantity. The Earl had learned from 
a2 
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Agaes, that it was at die dwelHng of this 
woman she had taken up her abode; and 
he quitted her to allow the diange of hec 
wet clothes, while he returned to his own. 
house for the same purpose* Ajod taking 
leaye of him for a time, it may not be 
amiss to relate here what had passed at 
Craigmillar, after the visit of the Jesuit. 

The day so wished for by Lady Agnea 
and her handmaiden drew to a dose, du-» 
ringwhichy Alice had again and again prac^ 
tised the part assigned her, and reiterated 
her assurances of success. At length/ when 
the dusky light was scarce suffident to admit 
of distinguidiing object^ Alice blew loudly 
and shrilly on the silver call, which sum- 
m(ms was instantly answered by the appear^ 
ance of thdr customary attendant ; who had 
no sooner entered, than she set up a sound 
of wailing and lamentation. 

" I)o but come with me to the inner 
apa^rtment," she said» addressing the man» 
and thirsting the lamp into his hand, while 
she dragged him toward her lady's room. 
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whic^ kip^uig her^dead^ €ff ifaafesome ^g- 
ddent bad happeeed tgjliei!» he esak&B^ pro)- 
e^tateljr withoiykquestiDa; but be had b^ 
soAiec^me acv thasi^iai the twinkliBg of an 
ej^ j^e dosdL the dooc oa him^ and drove 
lliiBrlargerwoodeiii holt mto.its: staple. Then 
ntmong to the larg^t of th& trunks^ whid}^ 
aft before related^ were placed in the out** 
^afd.roan^,she» in. a ttne^ of almost unin^ 
teQigibkandhyatedcalr joy, beaeeched h^ 
mifitiess to rise quickly from ha: hiding 
pUce, and acoon^any her down stairs. Nor 
wafi there ooca^^n to repeat her request ; 
fi)r the furious strokes at ike door^ which 
threatened every moment to beat it from its 
hingeSf and the deep oaths of the man they 
had thus^deeeived^sounded too temfie to be 
heard with composure ; and after taking the 
parecaution of locking the outward door. 
Lady Agnes and Alice flew down the 
stairs of the Keep, and seeing no one in the 
adjoining court, which was perfectly still 
and silent, they rapidly crossed it to the 
same small dwr in the wall, by whi^h they 
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12 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

had formerly entered, and which they had 
scarce passed, when they recognized the voice, 
and, through the gloom of the evening, the 
tall figure of the same person who at first 
led them to the Castle. Lady Agnes, ap- 
palled with the dread of some &rther plot 
against her liherty, drew back^ and hastily 
sdzed Alice by the arm. The man per- 
ceiving this retrograde motion, and compre- 
heinding its meaning, advanced toward them. 
" Fear nothing, lady,*' he said, " I per- 
ceive you know me to be the person who ac- 
companied you hither, but I then acted under 
the same delusion with yoiurself. I now have 
my instructions direct from the lips of your 
sure friend at Holyrood, and you are conse- 
quently safe under my guidance. Come on, 
then, in Grod^s name, and do not let us 
lose this favourable hour to make good our 
retreat before the moon rises.** — ^Thus en- 
couraged and admonished, those whom he 
addressed gave him no farther occasion to 
complain of the tardiness of their move- 
ments, for the joy of her escape lent strength 
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and' speed to the limbs of Agnes ; and lean- 
ing on the arm of Alice, she had reached 
the outward gate of the Hostel at Loretto, 
before the moon emergedfrom her oceanbed. 
" Laurence (for it was he) stopped here. 
** Lady,*' said he to Agnes, ** I must crave 
your pardon for desiring you to remain in 
this place till I have first entered the house, 
from which I shall return instantly to con* 
duct you in.** 

Our Lady of Loretto, who had never 
been fevoured with a visit from her hopeful 
son since his return to Scotland, save whdn 
he made some rapacious demand upon her 
pnrse^ now no sooner set her eyes upon him, 
than she exclaimed, vehemently, '^ What ! 
are ye there again ? I thought ye would 
hae waited till our removal, and contented 
ye wi' the possession of the hostel, without 
making mair demands upon its scanty pro- 
fits ; but I tell ye it is vain ; not another 
coin can -" 

" Nay, mother," returned Laurence, vary 
unc^emoniously dapping his hand upon 
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her mouth te pevaitinridierrein^mfitra^ 
*^ understond me ; I come now mihet to 
put money into tiby pocket, than to take it 
out ; for here are two fiirkm cbmis^ at 
ihe d(H)T of thia thy donncil^ who will make 
tiieehaadsome acquittal^ if thou wihrasdgn 
thent fat this ni^^ tibe little matted cham^- 
ber on the left of the ingle, and wait upon 
them thyself without exposing them to tiie 
view of thy domestics.** 

^^ What J'* returned hk mother, while 
her eyes flai^ied indignation, ^^ hae ye nae 
o^er place to haribour sic as TU warrant me 
these he, hut ye mauui disgrace the house 
g' your ain mother ? Out upon them ! for 
if they dare to enter here, I will presently 
have them expelled the house. Ay, I will 
wait upon them with a murrain ! hegone, 
therefinre, directly, and come not here again 
until ye have a hotter errand.** 

^ Well, then,'* replied Laurence, ** you 
will lose your share of the profit which 
would accrue from thdr finding shelter here, 
tor you are ^together mistaken in them ; 
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for some private reason of their, wm, dfisiw 
to remaait^ hereinr quiet till the evening* of 
Umo^oow; andj&ri/dbiose.dectfsmxnodat 
be:pi»mtse8 lilK9:dl}r tfibi^sfy^^ 

^^ If thal;^ m 9Qotb>. be the ca^ie^ let theift 
ccmie in/' said oiu; btidlady^ greatly hhoIUt 
fied by tbe Qtc^tioii of proS- Svbich she 
^ever aUowed: to^^ slip tl^on^ her. fingeM^ 
wheeni^e oovld attak it in an bpnest way^ 
— " Lett th^noQ^ier in*" she eontinued^ " and 
I will m&\i& themawelocAne.? And she in* 
stantly repwred herself to the gate> and 
ushered Lady Agnes and her maid into 
th^ smsSi apartment mentioned particular- 
ly by Laurence ; because in it there was 
a concealed door that led into an under*- 
ground part of the did building, which had 
been left open in case of its ever being con*- 
verted into cellars; which, however, never^ 
having happened/ the circumstance of its 
existence was known to few. Laurence had 
instructed Lady Agnes on her way wh«re 
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16 8T JOHNSTOUN. 

to find this door^ in case of her being traced 
to the hostel. 

Our landlady^ after conducting them to 
this chamber^ speedily made her re-appear- 
ance with sudh refreshments as their walk, 
and the comparative lightnessof their hearts, 
rendered very alK^ptable; 

** Ye look unco wearied, puir young 
thing,** said our hostess, addressing Lady 
Agnes, ^' and the best thing for that is a 
gude saft bed, and a wee soup o* sack pos- 
set—There's the bed,'' said she, pointing 
to one which appeared perfectly neat and 
comfortable, '^ and ye shall get the posset 
as soon a^ I hae prepared it/* she conti- 
nuedj giving way to her natural good hu- 
mour, on perceiving the artless expression of 
Lady Agnes's countenance, and the decent 
appearance of Alice. The former thanked 
her for her civilities, but declined giving 
her the trouble of preparing the posset ; at 
the same time assuring her, rest and quiet 
was all she required. 
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" And quietness ye will be sure oV re- 
plied our hostess ; ^^ for my gudeman, be- 
iag a minister o' the blessed evangel, al- 
lows of nae brangling here ; and, in sooth, 
when we gie up the hostel, we are like to 
be sair missed on that aeoount, for his re- 
verence aye gars peace be observed in this 
house.'' 

' *' Are you about to leave this iauAhen ?,^ 
said Lady Agnes, merely tibAifc <;sh$ might 
answer something to her kquaaous l«id- 
lady. 

' *' Yes,'' she replied, assuming a look of 
gratified pride as she spoke— ^^ our gude 
King, whae is pleased to think very muckle 
& his reverence^ has been pleased to ap- 
point him to the Kirk o' Cauldbraes, a' the 
way in Angus-shire, and we are to flit there 
scmie weeks after this ; and mair fitting it 
will be, I trow, for his reverence to live in 
his ain manse than in an hostel ; yet I'm 
fearii^," she continued, '^ it winna be sae 
profitable a concern as this, though this is 
no lYhat it has been neither within thae 
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hm mondi0 past; tat ^reaMn: it serves nae- 
tiikig to mention; and it mil, nm daubk, 
b& a lim^ eiriar-Iif^ ibrby tiie ctedito' it^ 
and aae I ^manin jeest ^ecoptilet myselito it. 
•— Bffft/^ ghd" eoi^Baed^ ^ i see ye ore sair 
wescrjmg for yoier bed^ and sae gnde r^ 
and gadem^;^ and a)ie left tham. 

'* Draw the bolt in the door^ good AUoe^' 
said Lady Aiga&s; ^ vMie^Me eKamnie the 
ontiet die yMflBg man informed OS of; fbr^ 
Aoiigbtniipa^^elMisijdns of . being Jtoaeed 
are not great, I shall sleep the sounder finr 
fcncwring: that cgneealttaaiit is in our power." 

Therj? 'acembbglyc aeonr dssarreted the 
doOT to wideb th^ wave directed;* but 
tl{ongh thlajplaeeef vetneat keptthcdx mmda 
easy dBRngthatni^ aiul ^the fbUbwibg 
dayv ih^ foctunatti^ bad. na ocKmsian t0 
avaiLthcin8ehre9ii£it,£icrtlB0)^'pa86edqniet.' 
If »way(; and on tbefneoDt.^rvening Lau^ 
MnceanJYed^ But be wasjso^nniikejbinb^ 
self, thatbafi.motherdid ii^at &st rasog^ 
size hinu He had ^exeksnged doie gay 
clothing of the^ Earl's scmtor &t a pea'^ 
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santfa ffliit ^ Duube grof ; 5and Im faKoadr 
brimnied beavav and Wsak fi^ther, fer » 
buga bke /boimcti aiiiL>appe«D^ mm as a 
peasant ofthoD better. ebasv * Harmed ai 
bundle iir Ms.lond^ wl9elK fmsAeiiyi ds^ 
WTing tQ bissmotiheii^ beinfonhedtlier.tlud} 
it coDtimei a suit of joiilkjdotb^gjfbr 
each of tiie young \f0men5 whobadacoom^ 
panied Mm on.1^ pxevioi^ni^iviniwlMiM 
he deshjBd hsr tO: say he reqt^sted ihey( 
vmaiA aixay tiKmselmiiasexiK^b^tdjR a& 
titiey cou]4^ that th^ might; W cead^ to^ 
dcpart/with; hum. 

^ I diaim; ken^*': said his inothet in.s€ply»: 
afteB he had agaih{i6(n}QiiiQd aftcre^^ ml^, 
r^ard to her guests^--**^^ I dnum. keioj whatr 
a' t&iisi bidhngs is^ a])out$:butIken[:i£if 
were na finr honest dottee Maktei^ ijinstin^: Ir 
wad hae naething to do m' ifc** 

8he however carried lihe bundIp:to Lady 
Agnes, and delivered, her son's message.; 
The request it comreyed virae quiohly com«* 
plied with ; and after bestowing sma le^ 
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muneration oa our hostess, and enjoining 
secrecy as to what had passed, Lady Agnes 
soon found herself seated with Alice in the 
boat of Nicol Partan, the bow being occu- 
pied by Laurence ; and was, after a short 
time, landed on the shore of Fife, at a 
spot less frequented by passengers than the 
common landing places ; whence, travelling 
sometimes on foot, and sometimes cm horse* 
back, they at length, on the third day, reach* 
ed St Johnstoun, where it had been settled 
by the Jesuit, that Lady Agnes was to 
take up her abode in the house of the step- 
mother of Alice, where she was most re- 
spectfhlly, as well as kindly and hospitably 
received ; passing among the neighbours of 
Dame Norton as a distant relation of Alice, 
who, being in ddicate health, had come 
thither for a change of idr. 

The repose which Lady Agnes enjoyed 
in this neat and comfortable cottage, would 
have been complete, but for the suspense 
die suffered witii r^ard to what might be 
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the det^rminirtion of h^ uncle on his arri- 
val^ respecting her future prospects, and the 
dread she experienoed lest Rathsay should 
by any means discover the place of her re^ 
treat. This last fear operated so fprdbly 
on her for a short time after her arrival at 
St Johnstoim,' as to keq> har a prisoner 
within doors. She was, however, soon pre- 
vailed on, by the entreaties of AUce and 
her step-molher, to induce heis^ in short 
walks, which, from perceiving that her 
changed attire prevented her from being an 
object of curiosity, she was emboldened gra- 
dually to extend to the beautiful environs 
of the town« For so ccmipletely were both 
mistress as^ maid metamorphosed by thehp 
coarse wodlen dress, and their &ces ccm? 
cealed by their tartan screens, that they at 
length feared no discovery. 

In these strolls, Agn^ had several times 
seen Gowrie, and her steps were frequently 
directed to the South Inch, in the neigh* 
bourhood of his residence; for the senti- 
ment which possessed the heart of the for^ 



d by Google 



8ft ST 70BK870UK. 

Icm Agnes, jooeopied % in d^ance of rea- 
son, to the exdusion ^{ ^veiy oiiier, sa;re 
devotion, with which It mingled. Nor could 
Alice be insensible to tiie diluent expres* 
slon of her ^ountcsianee wh<^ she chanced 
to see Mm, even at a distasc^ and when 
her tairdy feet were fercad to rebi^ad ijtm 
homeward path without haviag ^eais^t a 
glimpse of him. The present reddenee <of 
liady Agnes, thmj^ soothing to her feel* 
ings, was, however, highly dangerous to her 
raidvra ; finr the praises of the Barl, whidi 
daily sounded in her te^ and the occasion* 
al B^lit of him, joined with a secret con* 
victiontfaat the d^e^f sadness which she 
observed fo orereast his brow, wasoceaslon* 
ed by soirowior her idbsance, served to M 
ber mind wiili gnrtiisd fediagps, to tMke 
her shrink from too severe a somttny ^her 
s^nanents, and^v<»i ahudder^t the idea of 
bes^ removed ftom a ^placewh^re she was 
mirounded *hy these perilotis indi^csetees, 
and to prepare ber mind in some measure 
for that discovery <^ her sentiments which 
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took place in the sliiding on her return 
from a garden, which lay on the opposite 
side of the Tay, where she had purchased 
two small baskets of fruit, one of which, to 
suit her appearance, was carried by her, 
when first seennn the boat by Growrie. 
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CHAPTER II. 

All the jolly chase is here, 
With hawk, and horse, and hunting spear ; 
Hounds are in their couples yelluig, 
Hawks are whistlmg, horoB are knelling. 

Scott. 

As the time approached which the Je- 
suit anticipated would enable him to ac- 
complish the principal object of his mission 
to Scotland, he became daily more anxious 
for its completion. All things appeared to 
favour his cruel and crafty design ; and he 
was half tempted to think that the circum- 
stance of the King^s having so opportunely 
discovered the locket, had been directed by 
some ovCT-ruling power to facilitate the exe- 
cution of his intentions. Nor did he pause 
to consider, that, if such agency were in- 

20 
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deed em{doyed,it could onlybe by tl^ Prince 
of Darkness. And indeed it may be doubt- 
ed if the certainty of this, and of his own 
evearlasdng perdition, Tvould have had power 
sufficient to prevent him from £>llowing the 
path .he had marked out for himself, with 
firm and undaunted steps; so completely 
seared and hardened was his perverted mind 
against all that could throw any obstacle 
in the way of his gras^g ambition. 

Numberless were the schemes that had 
su^ested themselves to the Jesuit, since 
his arrival in Scotland^ for the destruction 
of Gowrie. He had constantly, however, 
Tigected all whidi did not involve the &me 
as well as the life of that nobleman, fore- 
seeing, as our readers already know, that 
Ins death, by the hand of an assassin, would 
not answer the purpose intended, of reflect- 
ing dishonour on the Presbyterians, whmn 
he so strenuously supported. No sooner, 
dicn, did he hear of the King's being out- 
voted at Montrose, and the part whidb 

VOL. III. B 
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Gowrie had taken there, than he b^n to 
form hopes that his Majesty would shortly 
be glad to embrace any opportunity of rid- 
ding himself of one who was likely to prove 
so troublesome in thwarting his plans of 
chiirqh government. In this belief he had 
been confirmed, since Rathsay, finding him 
so expert at intrigue, and so useful to him- 
self in the affair of Lady Agnes, had treat- 
ed him with, confidence, and repeated to 
him the King's sentiments with respect to 
the EarL It had, therefore, been his con- 
stant study to* contrive means by which the 
displeasure of James might be augmented ; 
and the discovery of the locket coming so op- 
portunely, had given him, as has been seen, 
an advantage of introducing himself to a 
share of notice and favour, which he conti- 
nued to turn to the best account, by con- 
stantly prompting Rathsay to work upon 
the mind of his Majesty, by such surmises 
and dark inuendoes, as were at any time 
sufficient to poison it, and make him ab^ 
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the most sanguinary deeds, although far 
from being by nature of a cruel dis^dtion. 
For this purpose, Rathsay had not failed 
to represent to the King, that the populari- 
ty of the Earl, and the state he took upon 
him, were sapping the very foundation of 
his rights, and paving, in all probability, 
the way for a treasonable usurpation of his 
throne, which, failing James and his issue, 
the Earl of Gowrie had some pretensions 
to inherit by female descent. These repre- 
sentations, in which Herbal joined, whose 
former love of the Lady Beatrix was now 
turned to the most deadly hate of herself and 
her family, added fuel to fire in the breast 
of James, already burning with rage against 
the Master of Ruthven, and disposed him to 
^ree to any plan which might secure his 
death, and involve Gowrie in such disgrace 
a&i would put him also within his power. 

Such a scheme being, therefore, suggest- 
ed by the Jesuit to Rathsay, he, in concert 
with Herbal, unfolded it to the King. But 
as aU the information at present necessary 
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to our story will be learned from the report 
of Kathsay to the Jesuit> after his inter- 
Tiew with his Majesty, wherein the method 
of proceeding was finally settled, we /shall 
give it in his own words. 

" You have been with the King, on the 
subject of oiu: cogitations then," said tihe 
Jesuit, when he met Rathsay to learn the 
result; . 

" Bravo !" replied the King's page; •* all 
goes well ; 'though faith it*was more than 
I expected when first I mentioned to him 
the part it would be necessary {or him to 
take in the drama. He shewed himself abun- 
dantly willing that those whom his su^i* 
dous nature hath, with our help, magnified 
into traitors of the most atrocious Kind, 
shmild suffer the penalty of their crimes, 
but flinched devilishly at the thoughts ci 
being present when it was inflicted, lest hia 
royal person should be subjected to injury. 
I have, however, with much difficulty over- 
come his fears, by impressing on his mind 
the impossibility of such mischance firom the 
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Qumbers actuig est bis s^ie ;md^ hy shew^ 
ing him the plan of the apaxtment with 
which you furoiahed me, where the matter 
i3 tQ be brought to au issue, aud making 
him understand that his being placed in 
the closet during the transaction, will re-^ 
mwe him from every chance of risk. — And 
now for a trip to Stratheam to concert rnea* 
(m^ with the Laird of Tullibrandon, who 
will be itoo glad of a hint, thal^ by being at 
St Jobnstoun on the day appointed, he may 
assist in the ruin of Gowrie ; and through 
him WQ shall secure lis brother. Sir Mungo 
MuniTpe^ and his kinsman, Sir David, who, 
w the promise of dividing Gowri^'s estates 
in Perthshire among them, and the pros- 
pect q£ obtaining the influence in the town 
of St Jc^nstoun, and the shire of Perth, 
v4uch they have so long coveted, will be 
ready to risk life and property." 

" You did not feil to r^uind his Majesty, 
I hope," said the Jesuit, ** that the attaint- 
ing of Gowrie will supersede the necessity 
of paying the sum advanced by the late Earl 
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while treasurer^ for whieh his Majesty hath 
become bound ?*' 

" I did not neglect it, believe me ; but there 
was small occasion to remind him of that, 
which, if I mistake not," returned Rathsay, 
*^ is a leading argument with his Majesty 
for the Earl's destruction, though a secret 
one ; for where think you is he to come by 
the sum of forty-eight thousand pounds to 
make good his promise ? Yet he would have 
us to suppose that it is justice alone that 
prompts him to acquiesce in the death oi 
Ruthven, not having it in his power to attain 
this end in a public manner ; and feeling 
himself justified by the belief, which he is 
so fond of repeating, that sovereigns are ac« 
countable to God alone for their decisions*" 

" This tells well," replied the Jesuit; 
*^ but will he not waver, think you, before 
the time arrives ?" 

" Why," returned Rathsay, «* no woman 
certainly was ever more timorous or unde- 
cided ; but I shall endeavour to leave him 
as little time for change of sentiment as 
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possible. I will straight to Strathearn, and 
thoi^h^ for fear of accidents, I will not un- 
fidd the whole of the plot to the Laird of 
Tullibrandon, letting him only understand 
that his assistance may become necessary ; 
yet will I allow his Majesty to imagine 
him master of his designs^ and in that sup- 
position he dares not retract, lest the laird 
^id his kindred should, when disappointed, 
diviilge the secret." 

** Do you in reality feel any fear of trust- 
ing the whole matt^, then, to the Laird of 
Tullibrandon ?" inquired the Jesuit. 

" Why, I believe there would not be 
much cause for apprehension^ considering 
his hatred of the Ruthv ens," returned Rath- 
say ; ^ but it is as well to deal cautiously ; 
f(Mr I always keep in view, that after Huntly 
rendered our Royal Master that piece of 
service upon the Earl of Murray, he found 
it difficult enough to keep his neck out of 
the noose. I shall therefore content my- 
sdf with promising the Laird, in the King's 
name, the bribes I have already mentioned* 
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provided he will, as I said before, be at St 
Johnstoun on ^ the day fixed, to assist his 
Majesty m aught wherein his services may 
be required* In the mean time, I leave 
Herbal at the Kk^s elbow, who is, I iimiki^ 
possessed by the very fiend of malice, and 
who will not sufiBsr his purpose to cooL-*- 
Parewell, then, Master Austin, whom I ex* 
pect to see, for the assistance you are to 
render on this occasion^ shortly promoted to 
that rank thy merits deserve.-~FareweU, I 
say~.We meet at Falkland three days 
hence, wh^, if Cowrie knows aught of the 
Idding-place of Lady Agnes, I will shortly 
wrii% the secret firomhis hypocritical heart*"" 
An hour had not expired after this c<m- 
versation, when Ilaths$y was on his way to 
Falkland, where, the better to colour his pro- 
ceedings, the King gave him certain c(Hn- 
msnds to see executed before his own arrival, 
imd fix>m which jizee he had easy communi* 
cation with the Laird of TulUbrandon, who, 
as he had justly anticipated, ratered eager- 
ly into the engagement required of him. 
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On tlife Eiog^s mival at FalUaad, there*. 
fere^ be found all Im agents in readinete to 
Mt their parts, and waiting alone for the 
amment pointed out to accomplish their 
jpwrpose. Here the Jesuit had an intenriew 
with Laurence^ and informing him that the 
time was noW arrived for him to exert hiin<r 
adi, &at he mi^t obtain ihe promised re* 
wards, he demanded of him Ihat he should 
possess himself of the key of a certain tur* 
let in the Earl's mansion at St- Jdmstoun, 
in <xrder to deliver it to him on the day 
appointed, which Laurence engaged to ac« 
oomplish, without fear of failure. 

Cki the night preceding the day men^ 
tioned in the invitation to Cowrie by his 
Majesty, as that on which the hunting of 
the buck was to take place in the extensive 
park of Falkland, a numerous assemblage of 
noblemen and gentlemen arrived at the little 
village of the same name, that they might 
be in readiness for the next day's diversion, 
wh^re evay house and shed was oedupied 
by thenMelvefi^ thm st^ranta, and facnrses. 
b2 
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It was here that the Master ofRuthven, 
aecompanied by two servants, alighted be- 
tween five and six o'clock on the morning 
of that day, in a scene of bustling prepara- 
tion highly animating to a true sportsmai^ 
and which could not have failed to inspire 
him. with his accustomed glee, had his mind 
not so anxiously dwelt upon the probable re- 
cq[)tion he was to meet from his Majesty ; 
and had he not felt an uneasy sense of de- 
gradation, annexed to the circumstance of 
remaining at a small public house in the vil- 
lage with his horses and attendants, instead 
of occupying his former accommodations at 
the Palace, which, however, his high spirit 
would not allow him to attempt, unless he 
had first been reinstated in that place he 
had before held in his Majesty's household 
BXid £ivour, and which he could not some- 
times avoid seC9ret misgivings he should ne- 
ver again occupy. 

Immediately on. his arrival at the ham- 
let, the Master of Boitfaven despatched a 
servant to give him warning of his Majesty's 
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movemebts. HeanwUle, he paeed the road 
in front of the village, marking what people 
of note were there, from the liveries worn by 
their servants, who were waiting in front of 
the cottages the coming forth of thdr mas- 
ters ; and ever and anon hecast a look toward 
the direction in which his scout must return. 
It was while thus impatiently waiting his 
arrival, that there issued from the door of 
' one of the low dormitories a young lad, of at 
most sixteen years of age, and of uncommon- 
ly handsome features, whose tall and slen*. 
der %ure q)peared, from having shot up 
too rapidly, rather to be deficient in strength 
than grace ; his movements indicating that 
el^ance and freedom of motion, which, air 
though not always the concomitant of supe- 
rior r^^k, is yet, where it' appears, a pretty 
certain indication of it. There was a some- 
thing indescribably prepossessing in his boy- 
ish countenance, which seemed to promise a 
fufatre character of manliness, candour, and 
generosity* He began, on emerging from the 
hut» to examine abeautiful young filly, which 



dbyGoogk 



36 ST JOHNSTOUK. 

a serrant was leading^backward and forward 
befofe the door^ and whidi, it could not ea* 
cape the most careless eye, belonged to faim^ 
se]£, from the air of triumph with which he 
viewed her and her s^owy new tra^ngs,-^ 
for it was with that peculiar look of grati&a- 
tion, which seldom, in boyhood, fails to acv 
compimy a consciousness of possessing such 
things as assimilate boys with men. No 
sooner, however, did he perceive the Master* 
of Ru^ven, than he stcq^ped short in the 
middle of some direclion he was giving the 
servant, and starting off, bounded toward 
him. He grasped the Masters hand, and 
shaking it heartily, while his sloe-black eyes 
sparkled with- joy, he exclaimed, — 

^ How rejoiced I am to see you !— *But 
whare is my lord your brother ? — I hope he 
is to be at the hunt to-day ?^ 

The n^ative whidi was pronounced by 
the Master in answer to this interrogation, 
appeared considerably to damp the qiirit of 
the young gentleman. 

** Now that is really vexatious,«-»for here 
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have I come all the way from E£nlnir^ 
to see him, haying a &yoiir to b^ of hiiii» 
and he is not coming, after all P 

'^ As I imagine it somewhat in wfaidi 
yoo are mudi interested,** said Rutiiven, 
^ you had better go forward to St Johnstoun 
with me after the hnnt, and ispeak with my 
brother there/* 

^ Ah ! I hardly know how 1 shall accom- 
plii^ that," replied the young man, ^^ for I 
must be to-morrow on my road to Berwidk> 
diire ; my &ther writes to me that my pe* 
dagogue at Guusgteen is complaining griei- 
vously of my absence, and, as he appears 
somewhat angry, I ought to have gone this 
day. I cannot, however, return without see- 
ing my Lord of Gowrie, so I must e'en to St 
JcAnstoun, and trust to my mare to bring 
me as &r back on my road to-night— and 
she'll do it. 111 warrant her^ without so mudi 
as a turned hair. — Do but look at her— Is 
Ae not a beautiful creature ?" 

The Master of Ruthven highly delight- 
ed the animated youth by assuring him that 
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He had highly admired his horse before he 
knewio whom it belonged, and that he ex« 
pected to see him cut a conspicuous figure 
in the day's sport. 

** Why, I hope she will neither disgrace 
me nor herself said he; "but I never 
himted her before, and, to speak sooth, I 
don't care how seldom I am on her back, 
£)r all I like her so well, for I want to go 
abroad where you were, to finish my studies, 
and that's what I am going to the Earl 
aiK)ut« If he will but persuade my father, 
I am sure he will consent, and my lord has , 
promised to come to Fast Castle the first 
time he is at Dirlton." 

Ruthven took it upon him to assure his 
young friend of his brother's good offices 
with his fiither, and perceiving at some dis- 
tance the servant returning from the Palace, 
he bade him a hasty &rewell for the time, 
and walking forward to meet his me^ssenger, 
learned that his Majesty was come forth to 
the stable-yard. 

The reception he was.to meet had faour-^ 
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Iy» as the time drew near for ^putting it to 
^.test, become more problematical in tbe 
ideas of the Master ; and so keen were the in- 
dignant emotions which took possession of his 
mind, when he considered that his disgrace 
m^ht be jnst about to be consummated by 
thepublicexprcHssion of his Majesty's displea- 
mre before the assemblage of pec^ie now to 
witness their interview, that it is probable 
his internal agitation would have been inJS.* 
nitely less had his steps then been tending 
to the scaffold. -Yet nothing of this was yU 
fltble in his outward appearance as he ap- 
proached the King, who was about to mount 
his h(»rse ;— on the contrary, when he was 
within a few yards of the spot where his 
Majesty stood, who evidently saw him, and 
•waited his coming up, his step became mone 
firm, his head more erect, and there was a 
proud dignity in his eye and on his brow, 
that appeared to belong to a diffident class 
of character from his own, and was not its 
natural expression, \mt brought there ap- 
pttKeotly by his fiised d^rmination not to 
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ffiiiehfidmthewcxrsttihatiii^tb^dL He 
iiad only cast one glance on the countenance 
of the Kingy however^ when this txj^semmf 
which touched the very verge of ^fiaace^ 
instantly fiided fixnn his own^^^-ibr tiie &tt 
of Majesty was dressed in fixe most encoii^ 
raging smiles^ and^ overcome by this iq[^ 
parent generosity, so little anticipated at 
the moment, he approached bb Sovereigii 
with an obeisance more respectful and lower 
ihan it had ever been. This was univer# 
sally remarked, and diffarentiy construed, 
by the lookers on, according to the ideas of 
* eadi; but by Bathsay, who stood, with 
Herbal, near to the King, it was bdidd 
with marked disdain* 

^' See," said he, contemptuoudy, to his 
compimion, ^' how his spirit crouches ami 
humbles itsdf to soUdt fiivour.'" 

** Yes, yes,** replied Herbal, ** the pfos- 
tration is sufficiaitly profound, but I tirust 
ere night to see it l<mer.-— I have hitherto 
finnished him with amusement ; but ikoA 
day the &bric of vain-glory they have rear* 
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tmry them in its nuQs-^Yeay er^" he cqd- 
tiaued^ while his countenance darkened mth 
fiendish malice ^^ though I should myself p^ 
rish with them i" 

'' Be not so vehement/' said Rathipjf^ 
'^ kfit we should be orerheaxd ; stick Imt to 
your resolution, howeveiv as firmly as I shall 
adhere to mine, and, with the fasistance4)f 
that &II0W Austin, who, if I mistake not^ j$ 
not unversed in such affairs, we may pio» 
miae ourselves complete siK^cess." 

The Master of Ruthven, without r^azd- 
ing any vdio stood near, addressed himself 
to his Mi^eslyd-—^^ lam charged," he said» 
^ with the Ead my brother's dutiful apolo* 
gses to your Highness fi)rnotacc^tii^ ynir 
Majesty's gradous invitation to join in this 
day's sport, bemg prevented therefirom by 
the earnest entreaties of two respectable ci- 
tixens of St J^hnstoun, who have prayed 
him to be present at the marriages of their 
cbiug^iters, winch take ]^ace there this 
moming." 
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<' Na» my lord is right,'' said James, with 
the greatest condescensioii, at the same 
time laying his hand &miliarly on the 
dioulder of Ruthven, and withdrawing him 
step by step from the hiring of those 
around — ^^ my lord is right thus to humour 
the honest d^em, and we heartily accept 
o' his excuses ; but, as he hasna come to 
ufi^ methinks sma' persuasion wad carry 
us to Tdsit him, after the sports o' the day 
are ended.'' 

Ruthven, though somewhat suiprised at 
this sudden and unexpected proposal, was 
yet so delighted thereby, that he answered 
his Majesty eagerly, that if he would cour 
4jS8cend to accept such wdccmie as the short- 
ness of the notice allowed, he would answer 
tm his brother and himself, that never visit 
of a sovereign would be more gratefully re* 
ceived. 

It was therefore settled by the King, that 
his Majesty should repair to St Johnstoun 
after the hunt, accompanied, on account of 
the suddenness of the visit, by only a small 
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munber of his retinue ; and he contifltued, 
mthout reverting in the ali^test manner to 
«iiftt&id 80 reoently passed at Holyrood» to 
ecmverse with the Master on subjects oon^ 
sected with the day's diyeniion^ till all asi* 
sembled round him became weary of th» 
protracted conference, as deferring their 
amusement. 

At length his Majesty's horse was order- 
ad finrward, who, by his impatient pawings, 
eurvettings, archings of his neck, and t08»> 
iag to and fro of the lofty plume of feal^am 
&ced in his forehead band, seemed not to 
have bem the one of all the assemblage that 
best endured the delay. His Majesty had 
no sooner taken his seat in the saddle, than 
Ruthven despatched one of his attendants 
to mfbrm the Earl of Gowrie of his Ma- 
jesty's intoided visit, accompanied by ir 
&w followers, as also of the gracious i;^- 
oeption he had met from the King ; accom- 
panying this message with earnest injuno^ 
tions to the man to urge his horse to the 
greatest speed, that all the preparation might 
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1» m^b ferine Royal Giieit wludb the fci^ 
wonU permit 

While the King and Ruthraai hid beoi 
toMing oonferenee^ the Jesuit and old JSj^ 
nmdmw were tmting in readmeas to follow 
his Majesty^ at a dirtanee too great to orar*- 
hear their conversation^ yet near enough to 



tl^ viewed with very different £ieling8t 

^ Is na that the Maister o* Buthv^ 
coDun up sae crousdy to the King ?" d&^ 
nmsded the oldnian» as he eisped hun when 
he first appeared in the fip«ee in ftont (^ thi 
sftidblei^ 

The Jesuit tmswered in t^e affirmative^ 
rad fiemaxkedhow well he seemed to bo re* 
oehred. 

"^ DeU but it's iUbeUoTing a' bruits U. 
^r,*^ he continued^ lowering his voice with 
]y$ accustomed caution^ although no one 
was within hearings ^ there was a sou^ 
gaod here amang the Eing^s followers that 
he was dean decourted; andlbegan to mis- 
doubt me that the puir laddy had som^ ene- 
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my about the King's hmd tlitft had ahotten 
him out, because he aiblins wadna danoe 
dfter then: pip^ or mayhap, what vmA hae 
been a waur story, faith ! that he had beesi 
ower muekle taen notice o* wi' th6 Qaeeii's 
Majesty, like the b(»^||r yearl that we anee 
spak about, ye mind.** 

" Yes, I remember me of your story, aiid 
the baUad you repeat^ to me^*' replied the 
Jesuit. 

"* Weel, but I'm right glad to see it b 
na sae,^ continued Reronshaw ; *^ for, look, 
d*ye see that— how kindly the King's Ma* 
jesty is clappin his shonther?' 

The Jesuit did see it, and viewed the 
caress of James as ene of the most consum- 
mate pieces of dissimtdation he had eveat 
witnessed during his extensive experienoe 
in the crooked paths of deceit ; and he con- 
tinued, aa long as the conversation between 
them lasted, to watch ev&ty tura of the 
King's features, every &lse smile, and every 
htk of hdlow encouragemmit, with that 
proud co n te mpt mth which the grand Ene- 



d by Google 



46 ST JOHNSTOUN^ 

my t)f mankind may be supposed to view 
tbe mean and pitiful arts of the subordinate 
spirits of evil that entrap his victims ; and- 
fio blind was he to his own demerits, that 
he Mt proud of the distinction he drew be- 
tween himself and ^e Sovereign he n6w 
looked upon. 

** Paltry dissembler !" said he to himself; 
" well hath Henry of France denominated 
thee, * Captain of Arts, and Clerk of Arms,' 
who can thus stoop, with sovereign power 
nt thy command, to dress thy face in bor- 
rowed smiles to one, whose imputed offence 
were suffident to rouse the veriest coward 
to open vengeance ! It is not thus my soul 
would stoop— No !— once possessed of king- 
ly power, I had in this been a Herod, and 
my wife a Mariamne !'* 

As he looked from the King on Ruth- 
ven, some touch of pity seemed to vibrate 
at his heart. 

" There thou standest," he thought^ 
^^ poor victim ! strong in opening manhood, 
with the promise of many coming years in 
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thine athletic limbs^ thy ooimtenance ruddy 
v^ith health, and bright with renovated hope ; 
but that goodly &bric must be levelled with 
the dust, that out of it I may raise a struc- 
ture that «hall make the world admire T 

Here the Jesuit's thoughts were inter- 
rupted by the vehement exclamations of old 
Heronshaw. — ^^ Odds my life T said he, ** I 
wish his Majesty wad tak some other tin^ 
for his cracks wi* the Maister ! — for, though 
I'm an unco friend to him and his noble 
bouse, that hae been sae muckle the instru- 
ments d' rooting out the delusions o' the 
Pope, thaf s nae gude reason that we should 
be letting the best o' the momin owep afcoce 
we begin our wark, especially whan there's 
to be sic noble game a-foot ; for I gaed 
mysel yestreen wi' Roland Hit-the-Mark 
to track the hart, that's to find the sport 
for the day, — and, by judgm^it o' his foot, 
tines, gait, beatings, breakings, and rub- 
bings, he is ane o' the mucklest and strong- 
est we hae ever hunted in thir parts ; and 
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here we 6tuid» till tiie tykes are fit to hang 
theirsels in the couples !" 

He was thus proceeding in his complaint, 
when his Majesty hroke off his conference 
with the Master, and, though now nearly 
finirscore years, he instantly mounted his 
h<»sse with the agility of youths and set off 
afta: the King at the gaUop, accompanied 
by the Jesuit, who carried die white £iloon 
on his fist, without which his Majesty never 
rode forth. 

Near to his Sovereign's person, and ap- 
parently high in fitvour, was Ruthven. Ne- 
Ter had his bosom bounded with joy more 
heartfdt. Nor was this entirely a sdfish ' 
feeling-~His generoua nature rejoiced most 
on account of his Royal Mistress. For 
what did the King^s favour to himself ex- 
press, but a full conviction that liis surmises 
had been injurious to her, and a wish to 
sink in d)livion all that had passed, — ^nay, 
even a desire of recompensing, by redoubled 
&vour, the temporary disgrace his miscon* 
ception had caused him to inflict 

13 
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Thus argued the deediv^ eud misjudgiiig 
youpg man. The sense of dishonour that 
had haunted his spirit, and the r^et that 
he felt at being the cause of vexation and 
unh^piness to the Queen, fled before his 
renovated fame, as the vagaries of a feverish 
brain at the return of health ; and his whde 
deportment forcibly expressed a manly con- 
fidence in the sincerity of Ms Majesty, and 
a light-hearted joy, that beamed upon all 
around him« 

The morning was beautiful, and all nature 
seemed cheered and animated by the cloud- 
less luminary, whose splendour it partook, 
from the dew*drop on the point of each blade 
of grass, which it turned into brilliants, to 
the summit of the loftiest hill seen in thedi&- 
tance,^ whence it was chasing the early mists^ 
while it surrounded it with a halo of glory. 
The whole scene was magnificent and ex- 
hilarating ;— the neighings and trampings 
of the numerous gallant steeds, with their 
showy and complicated trappings, which, 

VOL. III. c 
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though heavy andr cumhersome, added, by 
their many bright ornaments that sparkled 
and glittered in the sun, to the splendour 
of the scene — the impatient and joyous cla- 
mour of the deer-hounds, and the excited 
spirits of the sportsmen, — all combined to 
tender it gay beyond description. And this 
appearance was redoubled, when the magic 
of those feelings began to operate on the 
numerous train, in which, for a space, they 
were lost to all other recollections in the in- 
ebriating ecstacy of the chase ; for the deer, 
when roused, fiilly equalled the expectation 
of old Heronshaw in size and strength, smd 
starting oflF, while he threw his wide antlers 
in the air, soon cleared, by nimble bounds, 
all the impediments thrown in his way by 
the huntsmen, who had cast branches of 
trees in his path, to prevent his distancing 
the dogs, in the beginning of the chase, 
and being once quit of these hindrances, 
darted forward with the swiftness of the 
wind, three only of his followers being en- 
abled, by the fieetness of their horses, to 
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keep sight of him. The foremost of the 
tfam was the same young man with whom 
Ruthven parted when -he presented himself 
to the Eang, and who, foi^tting or being ig- 
norant of the etiquette which prevented any 
one from riding in advance of his Majesty, 
kept the lead on his active filly, that, with his 
light weight, appeared, as Apollo's horse of 
yore, to have wings added to her speed. The 
other two were his Majesty and Ruthven ; 
— ^for the horsemanship of the King at this 
period, being then in the prime of manhood, 
formed a complete contrast to the account 
given of it in his latter years by Roger 
Coke, who describes him to have become so 
lazy and unwieldy, that, as they set him on, 
so would he ride, without poising himself on 
the saddle ; he was, on the contrary, at this 
time, what he had every right to be, from 
the long and diligent apprenticeship he had 
served to the exercise, an expert rider ; for, 
though not gifted with the firmest nerves 
on other occasions, he made up for that de- 
ficiency by the extreme eagerness with which 



dbyGoogk 



52 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

he was possessed when £3llowing the diver- 
sion to which he had almost exdusively, 
since the age of thirteen, devoted all that 
portion of his time which was not actuaUy 
occupied, while under the tuition of Buchan- 
an, in acquiring the learning on which he 
so much prided himself, or, since that period, 
in composing those hooks written by him 
previous to his thirty-fourth year. At the 
period we are commemorating, therefore, he 
rode boldly, and Ruthven, being aware how 
much he at all times prided himself on be- 
ing first, kept just far enough behind, that 
he might not be the cause of depriving him 
of his favourite boast. 

At length the hart, after displaying all 
those subtle wiles which shew their amazing 
instinct,— such as casting himself on his bel- 
ly, (called making breaches,) as if weary and 
over-chased, and then taking suddenly a 
contrary course to that in which he is wind- 
ed, that his breath may scatter, and the 
dogs be at fault, — exhibited all the signs 
and tokens of failing strength ; — he hung 
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down his head, holding his nose near the 
ground, until, hearing the dogs behind him, 
although evidently reeling on his legs, he 
lifted his head once more, and bounding forr 
ward, f(Nrsook the wooded part of the park, 
and taking to the open glade, was pursued 
so near by the King and Ruthv^, that 
they could perceive his tongue drawn with- 
in his mouth, his nostrils distended, and 
that he was every moment stumbling and 
sliding, — signs fatally prophetic of his ex- 
hausted state. But notwithstanding these 
aj^pearances, when the dogs came up he 
made a noble stand, till proving too nume-. 
rous and powerful, they t(^e him quickly to 
the earth, when Ruthven's young friend, 
who wai? already on the spot, leaped from 
his horse, and dealing him the final death- 
blow, raised his hunting-horn to his lips, 
and sounded the retreat, at the moment his 
Majesty came up, with the Master, who had 
now ridden forward, and whom he had not, 
in the joy and hurry of the moment, so much 
as perceived to be in his vicinity. Ruthven 
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was on his feet in an instant to assist the 
King in dismounting. The lad seemed some- 
what abashed, when, on raising his eyes, 
he beheld the King ; but, without the least 
tincture of awkwardness, he, according to 
the usage of the period, cut off directly the 
hinder right foot of the deer, and kneeling, 
presented it, along with his own huntmg- 
faulchion, to James, who took it eagerly, at 
the same time casting a look of displeasure 
on the young man, as he proceeded to use 
it, in making a slit so deep and long in the 
breast of the animal, that he was up to the 
elbows in grease and blood, and his hands 
in its bowelis before its heart had ceased to 
palpitate, or its sides to heave ; in which 
employment, and in cutting up the venison, 
he continued so busy, that he appeared to 
notice no one, save two menials who had 
come up, and to whom he now and then ut- 
tered directions, as they assisted him in dis- 
membering the animal. Nor, when this 
task was ended, did he forget to refresh his 
favourite dogs, which, calling around him, 
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he fed with bread and cheese, tempered by 
his own royal hands with the warm blood 
of the deer, which mixture he laid on its 
skin, to be licked off by his best beloved 
hounds, while the huntsmen distributed 
among the less favoured, the head, neck, 
and brain ; the heart of the deer being re- 
served, according to general use, as the per- 
quisite of the blood hound who led the way 
to its lair, these dogs being used for that 
purpose, because they do not give tongue. 

No sooner was his Majesty at leisure, 
than turning to Ruthven, he said, some- 
what sharply, " Ken ye whae that strip- 
lin is, that sae irreverently pressed in be- 
fore his Sovereign Prince, and took the tout 
out o' our horn, whan we ware just at his 
side?'^ 

Although Ruthven was, as he imagined, 
so lately delivered from the King's displea- 
sure himself, yet he could not avoid saying 
somewhat in vindication of his young friend. 

" He is the son of the Laird of Restalrig, 
may it please your Majesty," replied his 
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advoeate ; *^ and I am certain did not pei> 
eetve the ^proach of your Majesty^ in the 
joy of being ftrst in the chase. He is very 
young and inexpadenoed ; but I am sure 
would not have done aught he conodered 
displeasing to your Majesty/' 

^^ What I"' sdd the King, with increased 
pettishness ; ^^ he is the son, ihett, o' that 
rudas auld cade, Roboi; Logan, whae hm* 
boured the villain Bothwell in his nest o* 
treason on tiie sea tods^ and refused to gie 
him up to our council ! By my saul, cross- 
ing our royal pleasure comes natural, it is 
lik^ to the whalp o' sic a kennel." 

The Master was vexed to perceive the 
unfortunate effect this dbrcmnstanoe appear- 
ed to be taking on the King. For he was 
evidently struggling with his wrath, and 
had every symptom of bursting into one of 
those ungovernable fits of passion to whidi 
he so frequently gave way, when the dogs 
either failed to kill the buck, or, as was now 
the ras^ when he was offended by not be- 
ing allowed to put the finishing stroke to 
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the EBilBal himsel£ Ruthven, therefore, 
withdrew himself from his Majesty's sight, 
giving way to some of his other attendants, 
who pressed forward to assist him to mounts 
James had no sooner seated himself in 
his saddle, than he announced his intention 
43i proceeding to St Johnstoun ; and dis- 
missed all his retinue, except the Duke of 
Lennox, the Earl of Mar, Sir Thomas Er- 
skine the Earl's broth^^ with Rathsay and 
Herbal; being, on all occasions, in the 
j^ractice of retaining the two latter near his 
pefsoQ. These, followed by the Jesuit with 
the hawk, and the attendants of those who 
ware with the King, took the road to St 
Johnstoun ; while all the others, who had 

4 

been present at the day's hunt, dispersed on 
their di£Perent ways; and Ruth ven, seek- 
ing out the young heir of Restalrig, inform- 
ed him, much to his consternation, of the 
displeasure James had manifested against 
him, advising him not to present himself 
again at that time in the King's sight-— 
* c 2 
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« 

** But,*' continued he, ** do not make your- 
self too uneasy on account of this accident, 
for his Majesty will entirely forget it him- 
self, after he hath killed another huck ; for 
I verily believe, that no man easier forgets 
an offence, provided he is not kept in re- 
membrance of it by the evil offices of de- 
signing people. But let me advise you, my 
friend, on another occasion, to beware of 
being first in at the death, when his Ma- 
jesty is in the field/* 

" I shall take your advice,** said the young 
man, ** of not remaining to augment his dis- 
pleasure in the first place, and set forward 
to St Johnstoun, unlucky wight that I am, 
and endeavour to see the Earl before his 
Majesty arrives." 

'' Strike off,'* said the Master, '' from the 
high road for a short distance, and I will 
presently follow you, after I have asked per- 
mission of bis Majesty to go on, that I may 
aid my brother in his fitting reception.** 

The young gentleman accordingly set 
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spurs to his horse, 'and quitting the direct 
road, was quickly out of sight ; but was. 
shortly after overtaken by Ruthven, wh(> 
had obtained the leave which he requested 
of his Majesty, whom he perceived still to 
be in a moody humour. A s soon as the King 
lost sight of Ruthven, he signified to the 
Duke of Lennox, that he wished to have 
some private conversation with him, and 
quitting those who rode with them, he said, 
*• Hae ye, my Lord Duke, noticed ony 
thing strange the day anent the bearing o* 
the Master o' Ruthven ?" 

" Nothing,'* said the Duke, " except that 
he appeared to me in unusual high spirits." 

" Ay, ay, man," returned his Majesty, 
** that's just what I mean. I thought he 
had gaen daft athegether ; and then he spak 
about sic queer stories. He tells me that 
he found a man slinking about St Johns- 
toim, with a muckle pot o' broad-pieces o' 
goud hidden aneth his cloak, and he hath 
keepit him till I come to redd out the mat- 
ter ; and I'm gaun to find out whare he came 
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iira^ for I jealouse that he is aoe o' thae 
s^ninaiy priests that hae fashed the land 
sae muckle ahready* — But to speak soothe I 
thought at first the Maister was demented." 

^^ It is^ indeed, a strange storjr,"' said the 
Duke ; ** and unless I had so weU known 
the Earl and the Master, I should have 
conceived some evil to be lurking under it, 
so improbable does it sound ; but, surely, 
unless your Majesty were inclined to ho* 
nour my Lord of Growrie with a visit, this 
matter might be managed without your 
royal presence." 

" Sooth might it," returned James ; " but 
the Maister is very pressing that I should 
get the pose mysel; and the gate is no' 
far ; but look that ye dinna speak o' it" 

The Duke promised to obey the injunc- 
tion not to mention the cause of ^he jour- 
ney ; and seeing that his Majesty was de- 
termined to go forward, offered no further 
remonstrance, although, as he had said, the 
story appeared so improbable, that he could 
not help thinking it covered some previous 
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design on one side or other. Leaving them 
to prosecute their journey to St Johnstoun, 
we shall next relate what had passed there, 
after the meeting of Gowrie and Lady 
Agnes. 
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CHAPTER III. 

' I've been surprised in an unguarded hour. 
But must not now go back ; the love that lay 
Half smotfaer'd in my breast, has broke through all 
Its weak restraints, and bums in its full lustre. 
I cannot, if I would, conceal it from thee. 

ASDUOK. 

The feelings that took possession of Lady 
Agnes and the Earl of Gowrie, after their 
meeting in the shieling, were such as the 
immortal bard represents those of our first 
parents to have been, when they had par* 
taken of the forbidden fruit. It was ecsta- 
tic bliss — the knowledge of all that in this 
world could confer happiness on either — 
the delightful certainty of strong and reci- 
procal affection. This unalloyed felicity 
was, however, of short duration. They had 
done that at list, against which the prin- 
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ciples of their hitherto firm and upright 
minds had pronounced ; — 

'^ But past, who can recal ? or done, undo ? 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate !" 

The Earl, though strongly feeling this, 
had, on hearing the avowal of Agnes, lost 
all wish to contend further with his reason, 
and might have addressed her in the spirit 
of those affecting words of love, used hy 
him whom woman first tempted ; and which 
penetrate to the hottom of the soul, — 

'^ However I with thee have fix'd my lot. 
Certain to undergo like doom : if death 
Consort with Uiee, death is to me as life !" 

Growrie was not deceived ; but, conquer* 
ed by the mighty effects of his passion, the 
conflict had ceased, and he had formed a 
new determination, that Agnes, loving and 
beloved, should no more be abandoned by 
him whom she had constituted her protector, 
when she acknowledged him the chosen of 
her heart. 
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Full of these thouglits^ and longing to 
have his doom confirmed, he had no sooner 
changed his wet clothes, than, wrappiikg 
himself in a large cloak, and substituting a 
plain bonnet for his own ornamented beaver, 
he passed through the gardens of his castle, 
as the way in which he was least likely to 
be observed by his attendants, and sought 
the habitation of Dame Norton, in the out* 
skirts of the town, on the north side^ The 
door was opened by the good woman her* 
self, who, on his inquiring for her st^ 
daughter Alice, courteously invited him to 
enter. He followed her into a small room, 
which served for the kitchen and bed-diam-. 
her of its owner, according to the common 
practice still observed among the lower class 
in Scotland, of having a sort of wooden box 
for a bedstead, which shuts with slidii^ 
pannels during the day. This small apaxjt- 
ment was kept in the most perfect n»t* 
ness ; its floor was swept and sanded, and 
its wooden furniture preserved in its pris- 
tine whiteness, by means of diligent scour- 
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11^. The brisk flashes of the small wood 
fye, which was recently kindled to prepare 
the evening meal, glanoi^ tod gleamed i^n 
the few brass and pewt^ utensils, that were 
brightly polished, and neatly arranged. A 
gnmp of the foest flowers produced in the 
little garden of :tiie cott^e, placed in water, 
and a widcer cage with a blackbird, whose 
head was now, by the premature duskiness 
of the place wb^e he hung, lodged under 
his wing, completed the ornamental part of 
the furniture ; while a large Bible, lying 
open on the table, in whidi were a pair of 
qpeetacles, shewed what had been the study 
of die dame, and gave ample proof that she 
held a diffident faith from her step-daugh* 
ter. The Earl looked around him, while old 
Mable went to call Alice. All seemed to 
wpeek of peace, serenity, and humble com- 
fixrt ; a^ he sighed profinmdly as he con<- 
haapSi to himsd^ that it would have been 
more for the happiness of Agnes and him- 
self, had they been bom to such a lowly 
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fate, provided their religious belief had been 
the same. 

Alice appeared in a few minutes from 
the apartment of her mistress, and seemed 
to feel no surprise at the sight of the Earl, 
when he raised the bonnet from his brow, 
and inquired for her lady, at the same time 
expressing a wish to be admitted to her 
presence. 

Alice replied, " That her lady had not 
appeared to suffer any inconvenience from 
her late accident, since her change of gar* 
ments." — ^And going to acquaint her with 
the Bi^tVs wish, presently returned to con- 
duct him to the small parlour, where Lady 
Agnes was sitting. 

The little casement of the apartment 
was open, and the air which it admitted^ 
now cooled and freshened by the rain, was 
strongly impregnated by the flowers of an 
encroaching honeysuckle, through which was 
seen a small portion of the azure heavens,, 
from which the clouds had now passed away. 
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Agnes was leaning her elbow on the win- 
dow, with her forehead resting on her hand» 
and her white and taper fingers thrown 
across it, so as to shade her eye-lids. Two 
steps conducted Gowrie to where she sat, 
and without withdrawing her hand from her 
^es, she held out the other one toward him. 
The action was' one which might not un- 
charitably have been construed into that of 
affected prudery in any common-minded wo- 
man ; but she was not such ; and the Earl 
at once read in it all the shame and regret 
that overwhelmed her for the avowal whid]^ 
circumstances and surprise alone had drawn 
fix>m her. He took the hand she extended^ 
and raised it to his lips. Agnes still main- 
tained the same position, and remamed si- 
lent, excepting that a heavy and half-sup- 
pressed sigh bespoke the perturbed state of 
her mind. The Earl sat down beside her. 
^' Speak to me, beloved Agnes,** said he. 
^* Only say that you do not repent of ma- 
king me the happiest of human beings, and 
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that happiness will be confirmed beyond the 
power of fortune/' 

" Alas ! my lord," said Agnes, " your 
happiness must spring from the forgetful- 
ness of what passed in a moment of deli- 
rium, and not from a repetition of it. Suf- 
fer me to act as if I also forgot what cannot 
but lessen me in your eyesand my own.** 

^^ Ask not of me what it is beyond my 
power to perform," said the Earl. '* The 
wwds that raised me from an intolerable 
state of nrisery, are never to be forgotten ; 
nor will I ever strive to banish them from 
my memory. I know all that you would 
say, dearest Agnes ; for I have repeated ^ 
same reasoning to myself a thousand times. 
But wh»L I imagined you gone from the 
kingdom, and lost to me for ever, my an-i 
guish was so great and so intolerable; that 
my determination is fixed never voluntari^ 
ly to submit to such again.— Nay," he con- 
tinued, *^ why should I not think that Hea-: 
ven itself approves our union, or why hath 
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£si^te returned you to me instead of immu- 
ring you in a convent?" 

" O ! argue not so rashly," said Agnes, as- 
suming a more erect posture, and looking 
earnestly on Gowrie, " it is penhitted for 
our trial ; but Heaven will never make me 
the instrument of your dei;truction. I know 
you too well, my lord, to hope you will 
ever change your faith, nor can any cond- 
derati^on induce me to alter mine ; but we 
are nrither of us bigots : we both believe 
that Tihen our short sojourn on earth shall 
be accomplished, we may be permitted to 
meet again, where the &ithfid of all per- 
suasions shall knowsorrow no more — Donot 
let us forfeit this blessed hope — the strug- 
gle will be short — ^let us endure a sq)ara- 
tion now, in full assurance that we cannot 
be entirely miserable, while we walk in the 
path of duty," 

Agnes had assumed an air of calm en- 
treaty, foreign to her real feelings, and the 
Earl looked upon her, when she ceased to 
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speftk, with a degree of distmetion wfaidb 
terrified her. 

"You shall not," said he, rising and speak- 
ing with vehemence, " take from me the 
hope you gave.— It is a vain attempt ; 
and hy all I hold sacred, I will never re- 
linquish it ! I once strove against my un- 
conquerahle attachment, and suffered you to 
depart without making it known ; hut you 
are restored to me as if hy miracle, and ne- 
ver will I part from you more. You have 
need of a protector, and I will dare all the 
obstacles in my way to call you mine. — ^No- 
iJiing but the sudden stroke of death shall 
prevent my claiming you as such in the face 
of the world." 

Poor Agnes was possessed, during this 
impassioned speech of the Earl's, by a thou- 
sand conflicting emotions. But a consci- 
ousness of weakness, which made her better 
resolves give way before the fervent expres- 
sion of Cowrie's attachment — that bowed 
before the mighty temptation by whidi it 
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was assailed, mingled with an overpowering 
sense of happiness, unhallowed hy the ap- 
probation of conscience, were those which 
caused her the severest suffering; and when 
he ceased to speak, she bent down her head 
and wept bitterly. 

Gowrie looked upon her with regret for 
his own impetuosity, which seemed to him- 
self doubly inexcusable, as it was at vari- 
ance with the general habit of his mind« 
He approached, and took her hand, which 
he held between his own. 

" Forgive," he said, " my vehemence; it 
was the hasty expression of a heart visited 
by a happiness it fears to lose, — the mani- 
festation of feelings suddenly awakened, 
which I dared not before indulge, and which 
you seek to shut up again within my bosom. 
Say at once you vrill be mine, and put an 
end to this suspense for ever !" 

The distressed Agnes withdrew her hands 
from the Earl's, and clasping them together 
in an agony of indecision, gazed timidly in 
his face. 
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" I beseech, I entreat you, my lord," she 
said, *^ not thus to urge me to betray my 
bett^ reason ; pity me, and give me more 
time to reflect. I will not seek to deny my 
rash words, for vain indeed would now be 
the attempt to impose either on you or my- 
self, but allow me time to commune with 
my own thoughts.** 

" It cannot be," said Gowrie, feeling some 
encouragement from her words and manner; 
** I know too well what I should encounter, 
were I to submit to the delay you request.; 
I should be again driven to madness. And 
you, most beloved, deserted and forlorn, 
would fail to obtain peace even from devo- 
tion. Do not deceive yourself; you possess 
sensibility too exquisite, and feelings too ar- 
dent, to admit of their being confined to the 
narrow and barren track in which you would 
have them to move. — " I rise not from this 
spot," he continued, as he knelt before her^ 
" till you grant my prayers." 

Suffice it, that, overcome at length by his 
importunities, and even more subdued by 

u 
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gratitude, &r & love so strohg, that in a maa 
of his firm character could sweep before it 
all impediments, and overleap all barriers^ 
she cdnsented to unite her destiny with his ; 
with the promise, from which she deter- 
mined not to depart, that the Earl's mother 
shouldfirst sanction it by her consent. It was 
therefore dtetermined, that Gowrie should 
set off on the day foUo^ving the next for 
Dirlton, to impart their secret to tl^ Count- 
ess, and entreat her presence at St John* 
Btoun, for the purpbse of introducing Agnes 
to her, and consulting on the necesi^ry ar- 
rangements of the plan they woidd be obli- 
ged to follow in accomplishing their union, 
which must unavoidably be attended with 
eonsiderable difficulty, since the act passed 
some time before against secret marriages^ 
by which the clergyman performing such a 
eeremony, was liable in considerable penal- 
ties, and whifch of course none Would run the 
risk of incurring^ — And yet, seci*et it must 
be, circumstanced as Lady Agnes was ; for 
an attempt to solemnize it openly^ would of 

VOL, IIL* D 
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course be instantly followed by the opposi- 
tion of the King, who, both by his own 
authority, and that delegated to him by her 
uncle, had it in his power to prevent its ta- 
king place. The Earl, therefore, conceived 
that it would become necessary for him and 
Agnes to visit England, where he fdt as- 
sured of the protection of the Queen, until 
the first manifestation of James's displeasure 
should pass over, not having any doubt that 
his marrying Agnes without his consent 
would in the first heat of his anger be con- 
sidered as a high misdemeanour ; although 
his knowledge of James's sentiments made 
him regard it as xiidre than probable, that 
when he b^an to cool, he might even tri* 
umph in the circumstance of his having al- 
lied himself with a Catholic, as a cause of 
mortification to the Presbyterians, 

On this subject, however, Gowrie loved not 
to dwell ; for he shrunk from the idea of in- 
flicting pain on those sincere professorsof the 
teformed religion, Who now looked up to him 
as their chief supporter^ Yet, h6 internally 
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tesolyed, that his zeal for the interest of the 
kirk should, ifpossihle, he redoubled. '^And 
ttus,** he thought/ " the most rigid will be 
convinced^ that I have in nothing conform* 
€d to the religion of her with whom I have 
connected myself. And what may not be 
hoped from the more intimate union of our 
touls ? She may perhaps in time feel the 
beauty of worshipping God in the simplici- 
ty of our ch\irch> for her mind is truly un- 
sophisticated." 

After these thoughts had flitted through 
his mind, he easily prevailed on Agnes to 
follow any plan which might be considered 
most advisable by his mother, of whose will- 
ingness to aid them he entertained no doubt, 
from her constant deinre to secure the hap- 
piness of her offspring. 

" And you, my dear Agnes," said G^ow- 
rie^ ** are quite the person to captivate her. 
Beatrix and I have often agreed, that you 
are exactly what she has laboured to make 
her own daughters, though nature has de- 
feated her endeavours, by giving them so 
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great a flow of animal spirits, that though 
affectionate and generous, not one of them 
possesses your firmness of character, or gen- 
tle seriousness of disposition, so congenial 
to that of my heloved parent, who has en- 
dured the heaviest calamities with the for- 
titude of a Christian, and the resignation 
of a Saint/' 

** Yet how cati I help fearing," returned 
Agnes, " that this dear and estimahle wo- 
man will condemn me for having consented 
to involve you in diflSculty, if not in dan- 
ger? For of so much my own heart ac- 
cuses me." 

" Away," said the Earl, " with these des- 
ponding thoughts and fears. We will trust 
in God, who knows our hearts and inten- 
tions. And for the danger that may arise 
from the opposition of frail mortals like our- 
selves, I fear nothing. And yet, were I in- 
clined to he superstitious," he continued, 
" I am now placed exactly in the situation 
where I should fear the most." 

He accompanied this remark with a smile. 
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whicli dissipated, for a moment at least, the 
anxiety to which his words had given rise in 
the mind of Agnes. 

" What mean you, my lord?" she said; 
** but your dreams perhaps have been trou- 
bled like my own ?'* 

** Not so,** returned Gowrie, " nor should 
I mention a circumstance to which I at- 
tach such small importance, did I not know 
how singularly free you are from superstiti- 
ous fears. While in Italy, I had my nati- 
vity cast by a sage astrologer, who predicted 
that I should return in safety to my native 
ooimtry, woo, and win a bride, and yet die 
tmmanied." 

Agnes was indeed, as the Earl had said, 
singularly free from those false fears, which 
attack weak minds with supernatural dread, 
and which, in that age and country, were so 
common. Yet, as he repeated this terrific 
prediction, her blood seemed to recoil, and 
curdle round her heart, and her cheeks be- 
came pale ; but unwilling to give expression 
to these appalling sensations by her words, 
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she remained silent. The Eari, however, 
perceived her emotion^ and displeased with 
himself for having caused it, succeeded in 
some measure in removing it, by turning 
the circumstance into ridicule. They con« 
tinned to discourse on the subject most in- 
teresting to them, namely, their approach- 
ing imion, and the hopes and fears of Ag- 
nes, respecting the sentiments to be ex- 
pressed by Cowrie's mother, and the recep- 
tion she was probably to give her, until the 
lateness of the hour warned the Earl that 
it was time to retire, when he informed 
Lady Agnes^ that he should not have it ia 
his power to see her again until the even- 
ing of the next day, having promised two 
of the most respectable citizens of St John- 
stoun, who4iad each a daughter to be mar- 
ried next morning, that he would be pre- 
sent at the ceremony ; and he added, as he 
was about to depart, — ** Comfort yourself 
my beloved, in the trust, that He who hath 
allowed our being brought again thus un- 
expectedly together, will smooth befinre us 
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what may now seem dangerous or difficult 
in our path/' 

While Gowrie had during this conver- 
sation descrihed their approaching happi* 
ness in glowing colours* the love that filled 
the fervid heart of Agnes, and which had 
been so long buried within its recesses^ burst 
forth, and lights up every line of her bean*^ 
tiiul and expressive features with hope and 
felicity. But when the Earl at length 
quitted her for the night, she became in- 
stantly mournful and dejected. She expe- 
rienced a weight of apprehension so heavy^ 
so deadly, and unaccountable, that giving 
way to its irresistible influence, she rushed 
into the little garden, which for some dis- 
tance commanded a view of the road by 
which the Earl returned homeward; and 
f<dlowing with her eyes his dark figure, dis-- 
tinetly visible by the light of the moon, as 
he faded from her sight, she experienced a 
return of all the shudderings that had as^ 
sailed her, when he first mentioned the fa•^ 
tal prediction of the astrolc^r/ And so 
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lost did she remain for a space in reflecting 
on this incident, to which the universal suf- 
frage of the age gave such fearM weight, 
that she started as from a trance, when the 
voice of Alice recalled her to recollection. 

^^ Come into the house, dear lady/* said 
the anxious handmaiden, laying her hand 
on the long tresses which had now assumed 
a raven hue; ^* the dew is falling heavily, 
and this hair is nowtilmost as wet as when 
I hegan to wring from it the waters of the 
Tay. Pray return, for your face is still pale^ 
and shews, as the moon shines on it, liker 
death than life. Your must require rest ; da 
not, therefore, lady, tarry longer here," 

. Agnes gave way in silence to these ih« 
treaties, and to the gentle vklence with 
which Alice ventured to second them, by 
taking hold of her arm to draw her toward 
the house ; and they entered the little bed<; 
room at the back of the small parlour, where, 
as Alice assisted to undress her lady, she 
began to launch out on the topic which that 
night engaged aU the gossips in St John-r 
stoun, namely, the marriages that were to 
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take place on the following morning. And 
^ this circumstance she expatiated on, partly 
to indulge her own propensity to talk on a 
suhject generally interesting to the young; 
but more with a view to further an expedi- 
ent she had formed to divert the melan- 
dioly which, from whatever cause it might 
arise, appeared to be the result of the late 
conference between her lady and the Earl 
of Gowrie, and which respect, and her own 
natural delicacy, alike forbade her to in- 
q^MVe into. 

, . ^ The two brides,*" said Alice, continuing 
her report, ^' are to walk together at nine 
hours to-morrow morning to the Kirk of 
St John, where there is to be sermon before 
the marriage ceremony. And they say the 
preparations are greater than ever were made 
in this town on the like occasion. Methinks 
I should like .well to see the pageant, for 
there are to be all manner of pastimes go 
ing forward on the South Inch.** 

^* And why should you not witness it ?*' 
said her indulgent mistress. 
B 2 
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^' Because, dear lady," returned Alite^ 
"well as it will be worth seeiug, there is only , 
one thing could make me take pleasure in 
the sight, and that I am afraid to mention/ 

" What mean you, fooli$h girl?" said 
Lady Agnes. " What can that be whicfe 
you fear to tell me, who am ever anxiou&to 
enliven your close and faithful attendance, 
by granting you every indulgence within 
my power, which, to speak sooth, hath, firom 
my own unfortunate circumst^mces, but too 
seldom happened." 

" Nay, beloved lady," returned AKce^ 
'^ say not so. I have been but too happy ia 
the regard that bath made you treat your 
humble maiden ever since your childhood^ 
with a tenderness resembling more the af-* 
fection of a sister, if I dare be so bold a&to 
make the comparison, than the condescend 
sion of a noble mistress ; but, in sooth, I 
hardly now dare speak vrhat would cause 
me so much joy for you to grant." 

Here she stopped, looking anxiously at 
Lady Agnes, who exclaimed—. - 
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** Prithee^ good girl, cut short this unne- 
cessary preamble, by saying at once what 
tJum wouldst be at ?'' 

'' WeU, then;^ said Alice, " I will ven- 
ture to say all that is in my heart — Would 
it but please you to look to-morrow on thiii 
teniry yourself, and let me accompany you, 
lady, you would feel your spirits enlivened, 
and there could be no risk of our being dis- 
covered in our mufflers in the midst of such 
a Aowd; and my good-mother would go with 
us to tdl us the names of those persons you 
may widi to be informed o^ and eicplain any 
tiiii^ you do not understand, for she knows 
all about the sports that are to go forward." 

Lady Agnes paus^ in doubt o£ the pru-^ 
dence of a step she felt much inclined to 
take, while Alice watched the indications 
d her irresolution with the utmost solici* 
tude. 

" I amfSess,** she said at length, " that I 
dxnild feelinclined to humour tiiee in this 
fimey^ provided I did iK>i&ar its impcu^ 
deuc^/* 
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*^ Nay,** replied the waiting damsel, ** I 
defy auy person in the world, be their eyea 
ever so sharp, to discover us in the dress 
whieh we now wear. And I am the more 
confident in this belief, that the pen^etra^ 
tion of the Earl of Gowrie &iled, kdy, ta 
find you out, even after he had, as it were 
]by instinct, conveyed you to the shieling, 
and lefti your poor maiden to. crawl after." 

** True,'' replied Agnes } ^* but the alarm 
of the acddent, and his supposing ua at the 
time far from our native land, no doubt pre^ 
vented his recognizing me ; but you must 
recollect, that those who are aware that we 
are under hiding, may have their enussaries 
on the watch.*' 

^ But,'^ said Alice, still in support of her 
wish, ^^ there will he hundreds of women, as 
like us as one bean to another, in the crowd 
assembled to«morrow. And, moreover, I 
can borrow for you a tartan screen of my 
good-mother's, twice as large as the one you 
wear, which will conceal as much of your 
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pers(m^ as you think proper.-— Do, dear lady, 
consent i"^ 

^ I must I think, then,** replied Agnes^ 
^^ indulge myself and you ; for, to confess th^ 
truth, (and why should it be hidden from you» 
whose attachment hath so often been my only 
solace ?) I feel much interested in the cere- 
mony of to<-morrQw, and would f^in witness 
it, before I am called upon to take part in 
the like mysdf ; for I have this night pro- 
mised — alas ! I fear biit too rashly — to unite 
myself with the noble Gowrie, should his 
mother approve of our union/' 

^' Then, I was not mistaken !" said Alice. 
<* I thought it would come to this, when I 
saw him in the shed, Poking like a corpse 
tiU the colour began to return to your 
chedcis, and then it rushed to his own, and 
his voice changed, from the doleful tones 
that were enough to pierce one's heart, to 
the blithesome notes of joy." 

In fact, Alice had long suspected that 
her mistress's happiness was de^ly concern- 
ed in such an issue with r^ard to the Earl^ 
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and sinking all her rriigiout seraples re^ 
specting her marriage with a heretic ini thisi 
consideration, she continued-^ 

" But why; dearest lady^ do you speakiso 
inoumfiilly? Who is there that m^ he* 
comp^ed with the good Eari of Gowrie,-^ 
sagreat^and so powo^ful, and who looks more' 
like a King, I wot, than him who iVKing > 
And hetter still than all this, who is so mer« 
(»fnl, that though they call him the pillar o£ 
Protestantism, he hath, never given hiscouh^ 
tenanee ta the exerdse of cruelty against 
the poor Catholics, like those fierce lords^ 
who were ever for heading and hanging 
them , A nd who knows, dear lady, hut you 
may become an instrument q£ good to our 
pers^uted church, in reclaiming him from 
hisen^ors, and converting him to our faith?'^ 

« Would to Ged,** said Agnes, '' there 
were any chanee of that ! but he is as firm 
as fate ; and at this moment the advice of 
myide^rted mother i^ema to ring in mine 
ear like a death-peal^^ bodkig future misery.** 

>^ O, talk not sa fVisaid Alk^ ; ^' bo^ be^ 
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mother had indeed much reasoa for uuhap^ 
]^es8, for the QoUe lord^ your fatiber, was 
of a fieix^ and. stem spiidt, which brooked 
not aught that oroased hii will ; and if the 
800th was spoken^ (pardon my Ireedom^ lady») 
had been full as much enamoured of her 
fair possessions, as of her fairer self Now, 
none of this is to be feared from the Earl. 
And think but, dear lady, if the lord, your 
unde, when he returns, should command 
you to marry that hateful Rathsay, what 
would become of you then ?" 

These, and many more arguments, did 
the faithful creature employ to re-assure her 
mistress, and assuage the remorse which had 
taken possession of her mind. But as it 
was not in her power to advance any thing 
that had not been su^ested before by the 
thoughts of Lady Agnes, she was dismiss- 
ed &r the night but little satisfied with the 
^apparent success of her reasoning, though 
duly appreciating the touching smile that 
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accompanied the words oi Lady Agnes, 
when she bade her good night, which at 
once expressed her gratitude for the affe^ 
tionate sentiments of her attendant, and the 
impossibility of reaping consolation from 
l^r ar^pmients. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



O I thmk what anxioiis nQoments pass between 
The birth of plots, and their most fatal periods ! 
O ! 'tis a dreadful interval of time* 

Adduon. 



On the following moming, in compliance 
with the entreaties of Alice, and the irre- 
sistible impulse she herself fdt to witness 
the ceremony of aProtestant marri^e^ Lady^ 
Agnes was seated before the hour of nine, 
between Dame Norton and her attendant, 
in one of the darkest and most obscure 
comers of the Churdi of St Jciin, where 
she had, >neTertheIess, a clear view of the 
seats allotted for the marriage party, and 
of the pulpit, as also of the middle aisle of 
the building. The church was quiokly fill- 
ed with people of all ranks; some of whcnn 
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came to indulge their curiosity, and others 
to congratulate, on this joyful occasion, the 
young people and their relations. 

Presently after the two bridegrooms en- 
tered, accompanied eadi by his fiiend, oxbest 
man^ as this person is called in Scotland^ 
and whose office is to pull off the glove of 
the bridegroom, as it is also that of the 
brides-maid to unglove the bride, at that 
part of the ceremony where the couple are 
desired to join hands. The young men were 
8faortty-after followed by their brides, who, 
with their eyes fixed on the pavement^ came 
te^ther, esccarted by their brides -maids, 
their fathers,^ and the Earl of Gowrie, who 
all entered a different seat from that occu- 
{Hfid by the bridegrooms and their party. 
The succeeding service was, in every respect, 
tibe Bxme as that which took pkce on the 
Sabbath, except that the sermon was cal* 
culated for the occasion. The clergyman 
dwelt entirely on the duties of the matrix 
monial stiate ; and descanted, as scone might 
have thought rather severely, on the obe> 
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dience of the wife, quoting many texts to 
prove» that a woman, having bnee chosete 
the Aiture controller of her life, it heho^ed 
her thenceforward to submit, in all lowlir 
ness, to his will in every thing not contrary 
to the law of God. In illustration of his 
text, which was taken from the words of St 
Paul, " Wives, submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands," he proceeded to shew, that 
no superiority in sense or talent, whether 
real or imaginary, on the part of the womai^, 
rauld release her from the fulfilment of this 
sacred obligation, yea, to the very letter of 
the law. 

During this part of his discourse, all 
eyes were Xumed upon the two young wo- 
men, who were particularly addressed. And 
it was visible to all, from their change of 
colour, and the deep attention with which 
tliey heard the preacher, that this doctrine, 
so humiliating to female vanity, was ma- 
king no slight impresdon. But if he, whp 
delivered it, was strict and peremptory in 
the inforcement of their obedi^ce, and 
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somewhat^ as it appeared^ stem in laying 
^down the law^ he no sooner addressed those 
who were so soon to hecome ** bone of thdr 
bone, and flesh of their flesh," than the 
feelings of the man seemed to predominate 
over the late severity of the preacher, and 
he became enthusiastically eloquent, while 
he dwelt in the most touching langu^e on 
the natural helplessness and dependence of 
the beings whom he had been so rigidly ad- 
monishing, and whose happiness was about 
to be committed to their keeping. 

^ And,** srid he, " shall he, who calls him- 
self Lord of the creation, and who is bound 
as such to protect all, over whom God in 
his wisdom hath given him dominion, abuse 
this sacred trust, and arrogate to himself 
the tyrannical sway of a despot over the 
wife of his bosom, her, to whom perhaps his 
slightest wish, expressed in kindness, had 
been as a law ? Or shall he, by neglect or 
inconstancy, crush to desolation the heart 
that trusts in him, and repel the full tide 
of its best affections, till they overwhelm 
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her soul- with the waters of hittemess ? 
Shall he do this, and escape the judg- 
ments of Grod ? No ! in that hour, when 
sickness or sorrow lays his pride in the dust 
— ^when the smile of the wanton ishall no 
lonjger have a charm — he dhall feel that he 
hath forfeited his dlaim to the undying 
sympathies of a virtuous love, aiid seek in 
vain for that fervour of attachment that 
would have followed him through life and 
through death, and which he hath madly 
cast from him for evdn The thought shaU 
become as the anticipiation of the worm that 
dkth not, and the fire that is not quench- 
ed. While he who hath continued the friend 
and £lithful husband of her, whom in the 
sight of God he swore to cherish, shall have 
his darkest hours gilded by the affection 
which he feels he hath merited ; and her 
tears shall be unto his soul as the dews of 
Heaven to the withering herb.*' 

He next went on to demonstrat(b the 
strong obligation that bound two beings 
thus closely connected, to labour without 



d by Google 



94 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

eeasmg fdr the advancement of eadh others 
etamal wdfare^ in the blessed hope of meet- 
ing hereafter. And under this head of bis 
discourse, he explained all the methods thdt 
led to this desirable end, in a style so en- 
ergetic, that the most prof<mnd attention 
accompanied his words. 

Lady Agnes had remained, during his 
discourse, in Inreathless attention; and when 
it was finidied, &nd he lift^ his hands in 
an extempore prayet^ remarkable alike for 
its fervour and its eloquence, she joined 
earnestly in the devotion^ whi&h seemed to 
soar &x above all forms^ and to require nodd 
of those adventitious aids t6 which she had 
hitherto been accustotned. She beheld be-^ 
fore her a man who convinced others, be- 
cause he was himself persuaded of the tmth 
of what he taught. The extreme simplicity 
of the service gaVe it a majesty which sii-» 
perseded'the necessity of ornament; nor 
did Ae feel that the utmost splendour of 
human invention could have added one jot 
to the impression. She could not^ how- 
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ever, hdp r^ettihg the absence of tiiajb 
hoxmony m the Psalmody, whidi she so 
mudi loved, and which was at that period 
so totally discarded from the worship of 
the reformers ; for even the mass-bodk and 
images had not suffered greater persecution 
than those notes of heavenly melody, which 
had formerly arisen in celestial strains from 
the venerable diurches of the land, merely 
beeause they had formed so distinguislied k 
part of the Catholic ritual ; nay, so abhorw 
rent were they ttf Presbyterian ears, that 
the lower class fell upon tiie singular con- 
trivance oi d^rading these exalted sounds, 
by coupling them with words of ludicrous, 
and often impure meaning, which were 
t^haunted through the streets in derision. 

But not even the absence of music, which 
seems to inspire the soul with celestial feel- 
ings, and for which was substituted the 
liarsh discord of tuneless voices, could nou<^ 
rish in her singleness of heart aught that 
savoured of contempt ; for she looked upon 
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the faces of the multitude who were siuging 
the sublime words of the holy songs of Da« 
Vid; and she perceived impressed iipon 
them the stamp of geaiiine devotion and 
artless sincerity; 

At length the ordiiiary service of the 
church was closed ; the bridegrooms advam 
ced to lead their timid brides from theit 
seats ; and each couple iValking up the 
broad aisle of the churdi, stood before the 
el^gyman, i^^ith thieir rei^ctive fidei^s 
iranged to the right abd left A short si- 
lence ^sued'^^a noiseless interval, which 
the whok crowd within the walls appeared 
not to interrupt even by a breath. During 
this space, the pious minister seemed cbm^ 
muning with Heaven ; and this silence and 
secret communing served to make mor^ im- 
pressive the cdremony that followed. It con- 
sisted in simply pointing out the recilpxpc^I 
duties of husb^id and mfe ; and denoiand^ 
ing of the couples severally^ if they solemn* 
ly vowed^ in the sight of God and man^ to 
adhere to them ; which being assented[[to 

10 
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on the part of each, the minister again sujtr 
pticated the Almighty in an earnest prayer, 
that his blessing might descend upon those 
whom he had so recently joined together ; 
and prayed also'fervently, that should they 
be blessed with ofifepring, they might sedu- 
lously guard them from the delusions of Po- 
pery, and instruct them in the pure tenets 
of the Reformed Kirk. 

At this juncture, the sensations of Agnes 
were bitter and acute, and she sought to 
penetrate the feelings of Growrie, who, from 
the first minute he entered the church, had 
fixed his undivided attention on the pastor. 
Her heart sunk within her, as she witnessed 
the visible emotion excited by this charge. 
His countenance fell, and a troubled ex- 
pression took possession of it. He bent his 
look downw!urd, as if suddenly afflicted by 
«oine withering remembrance, that seemed 
fatally developing itself to his understand- 
ing. An unutterable pang passed through 
the heart of Agnes, and smote her with re- 

TOL. III. E 
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doubled remorse for the promise she had 
given. It was possible, she thought^ that 
this impression, while it remained on his 
mind, might induce him to release her from 
her obligation, could she at that moment 
hare spoken with him ; but even to be seen 
by him in their present situation, was in^ 
possible, and she almost uncoiusciously £UU 
lowed Mable Norton and Alice, who, after 
the condusion of tibe ceremony, mixed with 
the crowd that surrounded the bridal party ; 
and was in the midst of a scene, ere she was 
aware, for which die was little prej^icd, 
and still less inclined ; and whidi nofJung 
but her reluctance to withdraw her two at- 
tend^mts from a si^t so highly gratifying 
io them, kept her to witness. The South 
Inch, to which they had led her, was stud- 
ded .with groups- of the town's pec^le ; ilm 
beautiful plain, which is a mil^ and a half 
in circumference, being the constant resort 
of the inhabitants of St Johnstoun, when 
disposed to relaxation. It had been their 
play-field ; and was the place where they 
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itill practised athletic ex^cises. Sevexal 
tents were pitched on the side of the Tay, 
that hathed the greensward with its dear 
tdue waters ; while a number of boats, that 
eonvfyed the friends of the newly married 
pairsy dadoed Dn its unruffled surface^ dip- 
ll^ng their ^y streamers in its tide, whidi, 
Vke a pure minor, reflected all that was 
presented to it, and dazzled the eye by its 
Imghtness and incessant undulatiim. 

The appe^anoe of the young couples on 
the ]jk3h aeoompanied'by the Earl of Gow- 
lie, was the signal for cheering shouts of 
joy, and the sound of gladsome music^ that 
lasted tiD ibe spotts commenced, whidi 
consisted of wrestlings pitdusg the bar, 
throwing the qucHt, and diooting the ar- 
row. And so expert in the latter exercise 
weme the scno^ of thk ancient boroi^h in 
^ys loi^ past, that tradilaon boasts of many 
4^1k> oouU send the arrow to a distance of 
tluree thousand feet, as well as perform mimy 
other feats, that Jsound equally fitbulous in 
the cars of the d^enerate beings of more 
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modem times, and put to shame their feeble 
efforts/ 

But on this day the gallant youth of St 
Johnstoun were tasked to the utmost stretch 
of their skill and prowess/ by the presence 
of many competitors from the rival borou^ 
of Dundee, who eagerly contested with them 
the palm of honour. The inhabitants of 
these towns w^e then inflamed with envy 
and jealousy of each other, on account of 
the animosity occasioned by disputes regard- 
ing their privileges on the river Tay, and 
the priority claimed by each borough, as 
the most ancient, in all parliaments, eoun 
cils, and conventions ; and some bloody fidls 
were the consequence of the wrestMng- 
matches between their respective townsmen. 
This sport was, however, speedily put a 
stop to by the command of the Earl, and 
others moreharmless, in which equal strength 
and dexterity were required, substituted in 
its place, to the great rVlief of all the ten- 
der-hearted maidens and matrons who were 
spectators of the games. It was from the 
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hknds oi the youthful hrides that the victors 
received the prizes, which were the gifts of 
Gowrie> and the consequence attached to 
these young women on that day gave double 
interest to the scene. All was gaiety and 
hai^iiness, and the heart of every inhabitant 
of St Johnstoun expanded with confidence 
in the presence of their idolized Earl, who 
cherished them as. Mends, and wais, in re- 
turn, repaid by their unbo]unded affection. 
But tl^re were present those who looked on 
him with far different sentiments, namely, 
l^e Munroes of TuUibrandon, who, being 
kinsmen to one of the bridegrooms, were in- 
vited to his marriage, which they artfully 
influenced him to celebrate on that day, 
tliat it might fiimish a plausible pretext 
£>T their presence at St Johnstoun, where 
diey came, attended by many of their re- 
tainers, in readiness to follow the hint of 
Rathsay, in taking part against the man 
whom it had been unanimously agreed to 
prefer before them in the politics of the 
town and shire, — a circumstance which had 
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nototiily l^dfl d^^mental to tfacfir pecuni^ 
ai^ mterestt^ butr bad also hiflicted a dead*^ 
ly wound upon tfadr pricte, not to be healed 
save by bis huniiliatieii. It was tb^refofe 
in the fuU spirit of thii» paity rancour that 
ibey behdd biiu i^ig^ning in the beartsr of 
the ctowd that surrounded him ; and the 
impatienoe with which they awaited the' 
coming meidents of tM^eventftd day knew 
no bound8.-«-^facit it was destined by tbe 
King to tonsiinate m somewhat de&im^tal 
to the Earl d Gowrie and his noble houw^ 
they dearly imdercrtood ; but what were tiie 
events which were to bring about an isme^ 
sodeskable, they did not as yet eomprdhiend ; 
for Raitihsay, accoidang to his first intent 
tion, had only sounded them, and ascertain- 
ed their willingnc^ to assist their Sovereign^ 
should their aid be necessary. They were 
constantly, th^efore, looking around them 
daring the hours iqient on the Inch,*— like, 
those wfac^ knowing that a tempest is progw* 
nosticated, seek seme token of its i^roach 
even in the mpost doudless skies, — or like 
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mariu^nii who» in an nnmffled s^, anxiously^ 
^camine the water around &r the dangeroua 
sunken rocks, which their diarts tell thenb 
are near. 

Noon, however, was far advaneed,. with- 
out any appearance which indicated an in^ 
t^rruption to tiie festive sc^e, and their 
eagerness to have the riddle solved became 
^sible to each other, in the hasty and im- 
patient glances they cast toward the dif- 
. ferent heights and roads, in. the neighhour-t 
hood, in expectation of seeing a party of 
troops ^pear ; being possessed with the idea 
that his Majesty meditated a seizure of the 
Earl's person, upon some chaige with wMch 
they were unacquainted. 

At length a single horseman was descri- 
ed, riding furiously towards the multitude, 
which divided to allow of his passage, after 
he had hastily inquired on what part of the 
field the Earl of Gk>wrie was to be found ; 
and presently arriving where he had taken 
his station, the messenger threw himself 
from his horse, and withdrawing him out 
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of ear-fihot of those by ifdioin he was sur- 
rounded, he spoke with him for a few se- 
conds. During this time, it was apparent 
to the keen eyes bent upon him, that the 
Earl appeared considerably surprised and 
agitated. When he had heard the tidings 
which had seemed to cause these emotion^ 
the father of one of the brides, respectftdly 
apprcmching him, expressed a hope that no- 
thing had occurred to mar thdr presei|t fe- 
licity, which would imquestionably be the 
consequence of their. noble patron's haying 
heard aught that caused him distress, and 
which he feared was the case. 
> " No, not distress, my worthy fiiend," 
returned the Earl, " but surprise assuredly^ 
and some degree of vexation, that our Sove- 
reign hath unfortunately fixed upon this 
day to honour me with a visit, and thoi^ht 
meet to send me no warning of this intend- 
ed favour, save what I have just received 
from my brother, by his attendant, whom 
he despatched from the hunt at Falkland 
to inform me of it. Being totally unpro- 
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vided for such an occasum, and wishing this 
day to partake your hospitality, hath caused, 
as you may suppose, no very pleasant sensa- 
tidn« I have, however," continued the Earl, 
'^ already sent to put the cooks upon their 
mettle, though I fear me much th^re will, 
after all, be but sorry ba,^quet to entertain 
Royalty withal." 

" If," said the dtizen with whom he was 
speaking, '^ I might be allowed to suggest 
a remedy for.your lordship's want of timeous 
intimation, it would be, that you should 
honour me by accepting the diniier this day 
provided at my house, in addition to what 
your own servitors may be able to provide 
on such short notice " 
V " And most willingly should your ge- 
nerous oflfer be accepted," returned Gowrie, 
^^ provided I did not fear that inconvenirace 
to you must inevitably arise from the want 
of it,, in supplying your kinsmen and neigh- 
bours with your wonted hospitality." 

This objection was, however, over-ruled, 
by an offer from the other marriage-p^urty to 
£ 2 



d by Google 



106 BT JOHNSTOUIL 

ahaore their temt mtii thofle vfl» Imk gifSB 
up their aim ; and both ftmilies appeared 
to.icgoice sa heaortily in aiding tha Elari is 
hiB dikmniB, thai all anxiety with regsatA 
Uy his MajeE^i^ evtertainaient was at an 
ead. Nor had it been, in fS^ct, the j^n- 
cipal cause of his nneaGonesai for surprise 
and perplexity still remained concexning^ s^ 
asdden a determination on the part of the 
Kh^ partiodaarly as^ in a oonversationE 
with his Majerty some time before levring 
Holyrood, he had requested, that when he 
honoured him with a Tint, (whidi he dxtt 
promised,) that his Majesty would enaUe 
him, by timely warning, to exhibit be* 
fore him some experin^ots in chemistry^ 
that he had previously expressed an earnest 
wish to witness. The Earl, in suggesting 
to himsdf the probaUe causes of this sud« 
den visit, could luit but fear that his Ma- 
jesty, having become acquainted with the 
retreat of Xiady Agnes, was coming in per- 
son to St Johnstoun on some errand con- 
nected with her. This train of thought was 
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farolcen in upon by the appearance of the 
Masiter of Kuthven, accompanied by young 
Restakig^whoinfonnedtheEarlthathisMa- 
jesfy was on his way, and probably not above 
two or three miles ^stent from St Johnstoun. 
He also relate to him all that had passed 
during the hunt, and gave a loose to his ex* 
uberant q)irits in describing the conq>icuou8 
way in which his young friend had signalized 
himself, and his Majesty's displeasu)re there- 
at^ aS of whidi he turned into a subject <^ 
mirth. From this raillery the young man 
was glad to escape, by seizing the opportu- 
nity of preferring his meditated request to 
tLe Earl, who heard it most indulgently, 
and promised to comply with it. 

Growrie, who joined his brother in think- 
ing it most advisable that young Restalrig 
should not again present himself to the 
King on the day he had so unwittingly of- 
fended, committed him to the hospitable 
care of the same person to whom he had 
just been indebted for the supply of his table, 
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and with whom the young Laird was slight- 
ly acquainted ; and bidding him adieu» 
mounted his horse to set forward with his 
brother, in order to meet his Majesty, and 
conduct him to his house. 

During the time that the Earl of Gk>wrie 
had been conversing with Kuthven and his 
friend, the news of his Majesty^s intended 
visit had spread over the plain, flying from 
mouth to mouth with the rapidity of light* 
ning. But before it reached the ears of the 
Lady Agnes, she had received a warning of 
impending evil, that communicated a tre- 
mor to every limb. — ^For as she was stand- 
ing, a few minutes before, looking one while 
on the pastimes which were going forward, 
and another while following with her eye 
the figure so deeply imprinted on her heart, 
whose noble and free demeanour drew forth 
the admiration and praises of all around her, 
she had observed a wom^n wrapped in a 
cloak, whose face seemed as sedulously con- 
cealed from observation as her own, pass 
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and repass her several times ; the last time 
the did so, she came close up to her, and 
partially withdrawing the doak from her 
eyes, to give her apparently a better oppor- 
tunity of observation, Agnes was struck by 
their dark penetrating glance, which at once 
betrayed recognition, and pleasure in the 
discovery, to which she significantly joined 
an injunction to silence, by lifting the head 
of the rugged stick with which she walked, 
and, pressing it against her lips, accompa- 
nied this motion by a momentary closing of 
the eyes, and an admonitory shake of the 
head, as she passed on. Lady Agnes had 
hardly time to point her out to Alice be- 
fore she disappeared in the crowd, leaving 
her filled with perplexity, which in a few 
minutes was considerably increased by feel- 
ing some one close at her back, whose voice 
sounded in her ear. — " I know you, lady," 
it said — *^ Your worst enemy is at hand — 
Take this warning, and retreat immediate- 
ly — ^you will find a friend at Mable Nor- 
ton's." 
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Agnes turned quickly round, and per^ 
oeired the same woman wbom she had ob- 
served bef<»:e, who walked hurriedly off in 
another direction, and was repeating what 
die had said to Alice and Mable, when the 
bu22 occadoned by the report of the Kinged 
approach met her ear. She was no long^ 
at a loss to imagme who the enemy was 
that had been alluded to ; and, thou^she 
felt every nerve quiver with agitation, ter- 
ror lent its strength to her limbs, while she 
hastily retraced her steps to her wonted 
abode, in a fearful anticipation o£ the per« 
son whom she was to meet, and the intdK- 
gence die was to receive. 
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CHAPTER V. 



——Eva tbe bftt hath flown 
HiB cloi6ter*d flight,— ere to black Hecate's summons 
The shard-borne beetle, with his drowsy hmas, 
Hatii rung night's yawning pea]» there shall be done 
A de^ of dreadflil note ! 

Shakspeabs. 



That the Ead of Gocwrie's feelings as 
be journeyed finish wil^ the Master to meet 
his Majesty, were of a sombre kind, was 
deady pourtrayed upon his couutenance, 
which was overcast by a cloud of tho^ht, 
exoq^ when the Hght-heartedness of his 
brother evaporated in some ludicrous sally, 
at which he could not forbear a smile ; but 
his spirit was not in the smile, for it was 
busy within him in suggesting and strug- 
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gling with many causes of alarm ; and he re- 
peatedly questioned — Did the King indeed 
wish to do him honour by this unaccountable 
visit) or did it cover some deeper design ? 
and could he look upon his Sovereign and 
Rathsay, who had so mercilessly persecuted 
the helpless Agnes, without wrathfiil emo- 
tion ? Yet this latter task he was call- 
ed upon to perferm. But should the object 
be, as his fears represented, to force Agnes 
again into the power of James, what course 
was he to pursue then ? — " To avoid bloodr 
shed, if it can be avoided," said the Earl, 
inwardly ; " but, if not, to oppose force to 
force, and drain the last drop from this 
heart, ere she shall become the prey of the 
villaiii Rathsay ! Or, if I prove unsuccess- 
All in the attempt, to lay my head down, 
it may he» upon the block, as did my noble 
and gsSlmt father. Yet," continued he, 
'' let B^thsay tremble to tamper with the 
q)irit so fatal to parasites, which I inhent 
from my f^ithers ! — Let him call to minA. 
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the fitter af Rizzio^ of Arran, andof Lennoxv 
and fear for his own !'* 

As these thoughts passed through the 
i^arl's mind, he seated himself more firmly 
in his saddle, and spurred on his steed to a 
quicker motion ; while the Mast^, who was 
about to address him, was carried also for- 
ward by the animal he rode, who, disdainiiig 
to be outdone in speed, pressed after him. 

** Heaven help us !" said the Master, as 
be came up with the Earl^ and obsarved 
the stem firown, which, in unison with hi& 
thoughts, had settled on his brow-*" Heaven 
help us, my dear Earl! what makes you look 
so grim ?— One would imagine you were about 
to encounter a host of foes, and not to wel- 
come a royal guest !" 

" It were needless to intrude on your 
present joy, Alexander,'* returned the Earl, 
who had not as yet mentioned to him his 
meeting with Agnes, " the many dark 
thoughts that at this moment cross my 
mind. — Thus much I must say, I like not 
this hasty visit.** 
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*^ Nay,** xej^ied Rutbyen, ** now your 
suspicions carry you beyond all probability, 
for he can assuredly mean nought at pre- 
sent but to manifest his favoiur in the T€sry 
q^irit of his &yourite motto, ^ Be^ai pad^ 
fidy and moreover, comes attended by so 
few followers, that there can be nothing to 
alarm tiie most timorous im^ination.** 

^^ Not perhaps in outward appearance^ I 
giant you,*' said Growrie ; *' but I ever fear 
me some touch of tiiat crafi; which you* as 
wen as myltdi^ have so frequently heard him 
i^me not to avow, as the boast and piivl^ 
lege of kings to practise ; for I cannot be- 
lieve him well affected toward us, howeva^ 
he may varnish over his distaste by acts ^ 
seeming favour, and I shrink intuitively 
fiom his proffered courtesy." 

" Faith ! the only act of his courtesy I 
ever shrink firom^" said Ruthven, ^^ is when 
he dBTers me his unwadben hands to kiss, 
which ever scent — pah !— of the last meats 
he hath eaten, and are, moreover, as you 
must have observed, of that unnatural and 
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fliokfy softness, as to make one shudder at 
dieir touch ; and though. Heaven help me ! 
I did all I could, while attending in his 
bed-chamfaer, to nuike them yrholesome, by 
taksDg care that he should be offered snffi- 
dently often the basin and ewer, yet could 
I never procure them a good sluicmg, ever 
omtentii^ himsdf with dipping in the tips 
oi hisi fingers. — ^But see," said Ruthvaa^ 
<< there winds the royal train rcmnd the -base 
of Mordun ; an^ maugre what I have now 
ssod, you shall tfais^ day behold me kiss hitr 
Majaity's hand ae devotedly as ever did 
Imrer tii^ of his mistress.— 'F^ oh, it is a 
pleasant thing to rise again in royal &vour, 
jnst whra your brother courtiers flatter 
diemselves you are sunk twenty fathoms 
deep in the slough of disgrace ! Had you 
seen the surprise of some of them in the 
Pavk of Falkland this morning, and what a 
bitter dose the King's favour to me was, and 
the wry facea they made in swallowing it, 
even your impenetrable- gravity must have 
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given way.-J[t will be a subjeefcof mirth to 
me as long as I live, and I trust it sliall yet 
make bur Royal Mistress merry withal.'' 

** May it even be so !" returned the Earl ;^ 
^* but moderate it now, I pray thee, when* 
we have so nearly approached withm hear-, 
ing of its objects.*' 

The Earl of Gowrie saluted James with 
easy dignity, accompanied with all the re- 
spect due to his Severe^ ; who, on- his 
part, speared to pay the brothers marked^ 
attention^ by inviting them to ride at. his 
right hand ; whUe the Duke of Lennox, 
and the Earl of M^» were plac^ at hk. 
left. 

" We Ixae AilfiUed oiur royal promise, in 
oomm to partake o' yoiur gude cheer, my 
Lord o' Gowrie," said James, who seemed 
to be using some effort to appear in good 
humour. ** And for whilk the day's chace 
has gi'en us sae braw an appetite, that ye 
had need be lustily provided." 

^* I only regret," replied the Earf, " th»t 
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3^ur Majesty's not having given me suffi- 
cient warning of your gracious intention^ 
may cause me to appear a very churl in 
housekeeping." 

" We require nae apol(^es, man,"^ said 
his Majesty. /* I am this day sae hungered, 
that sae as ye set not afore me a poll o'. 
ling and mustard, or a pig, and insist not 
on my digesting them wi' toh'acco, that weed 
o' hell, I ken o* nae other vivers that will 
come ainiss; but, methinks, war I to in- 
vite the deevil to denner, this should be his 
fere." 

' The people assembled to celebrate the 
weddings, greeted the King as he passed 
with hearty cheers ; in which the name of 
their favourite Earl was occasionally min- 
gled. These salutations seemed, however, 
to escape the notice of tlie King, while he 
appeared to be eagerly examining each face 
in the crowd that presented itself to his 
View. : The Jesuit, who rode near to Rath- 
say, though at ^ sufficient distance in the 
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xsar to mark their di&rence: of rank^seent- 
ed also to be attentively making his obser- 
vations; and as Ratfasay ever and anon 
tamed his head to look at particular people 
in the assemblage, he marked the glance of 
ke^i intelligence that pass^ betw^n them. 

^* Allow me to bid your iM^esty wel- 
come to "my poor lodgings," said the JSad^ 
as he ushered the King into the hall of his 
castle. 

*' An' truly a noble mansion it is," said 
Jam^, looking around him at its extensive 
dimensions, its richly carved windows, anod 
Jfcetted roof— "An', by our feitb, a plea- 
santer sight I wot to your Prinee axti Mais- 
ter, than the sgrmed ha' o' Riithven CdstJe 
was wont to be," continued the Kmg, ia 
tmies which appeared mdiluldted by a re- 
sentful ^nd pettish remembrance of the 
time when he was immured within ita wallsy 
by the &ction in which the late JBad had 
joined, and the object of which, it is w^ 
known, was to r^nove from the person imd 
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orancil of Jam&&, the uqworihy Earl of Ax^ 
t«a, and tbat Duke of Lennox, of whom 
the Jesuit had feigned the tale respecting 
fais gift of the faleon to his Majesty. 

It was for joining this faction, thatihe 
facte Earl jof .Gowrie had lost his hmd, afta: 
a solemn assurance of pardon from James. 
And his son,.neither likii^ the present ilU 
timed allusion of his Majesty, nor the tow 
in which it was uttered, only xqplied to it 
1^ a cold and dignified bow, while lie led 
the way to an inner apartment. 

jRuth yen had heard the rude ispeedi made 
by James, and felt indignant at it ; but 
tibinking, from the Earl's continued gravi- 
ty, that it had hurt his feelings even more 
than his own, he.took the first opportunity 
txfwhii^eringtoGowrie, "Xheard his cour- 
teous remark, on e&tering your house ; but 
never mind him, man, it is but the dregs 
of the ill humour he. evinced at having the 
4out taken out of his horn, and will be wash- 
ed dovm with his first cup of canary." 

The greater part of the King's train en- 
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tered the smaller apartment after Iiim» with 
Gowrie and the Master of Ruthven, who 
had an immediate opportunity of kissing 
his Majesty's hand^ which he held out in 
token of favour to the hrothers. The Earl 
bent Ms knee, and touched it with his lips, 
gravely and coldly enoi^h; while the Master, 
in his extreme anxiety to retain the favour 
so latdy restored, saluted it with a sUew of 
zeal, which was the next moment checked 
by a feeling of disgust, so overpowering, and 
so ill concealed, that had his Majesty only 
happened to cast his eyes that way, he must 
have observed thrf decided expression of 
eombined aversion and risibility, as he fled 
hastily behind the high back of his dbair, 
to rub his lips with his kerchief. ^ 

But the King saw it not, for his gaze 
was at that moment wandering in the di- 
rection of a massy golden goblet, ornament^ 
cd with precious stones, which was an heir- 
loom in the Earl's family. On this occa- 
sion, it was filled with his favourite beve- 
rage, and brought into the apartment by 

14 
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old Adam, who, decorated with the insig^ 
bia of his office as diief domestic of the 
Barl's household, was honoured by him with 
heanng it to his Majesty's presence ; whom, 
as soon as he put the cup into the hands of his 
blaster, he greeted with a bend so profound, 
that his sihrer side-locks nearly touched his 
knees ; yet in this lowly obeisance, he who 
was acquainted with the old man's fidelity 
to his late lotA, would have been a sorry 
physiognomist, had he not discovered, when 
he regained his erect posture, and raised 
his &ded eyes to the face of Majesty, that 
every. time-worn feature Ispoke of injury and 
gainful reminiscence. 

The expression of the old man's counte- 
nance was, however, as little noticed by the 
King, as that of the Master of Ruthven 
had been, as he stretched out his hands to 
receive the draught from the Earl, who 
presented it to him. His Majesty dispatch- 
ed a considerable quantity of the wine, ta- 
king it in his usual way, namely, by mouth- 

Vol. III. F 
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fuls ; and stopping a second between eacfi; 
as if mumbling and chewing it, while sun* 
dry drops escaped to trickle off at his cbin, 
or to mingle again with what remained in 
the cup. This unseemly custom was occa-> 
sioned by a natural defect in the formation 
of his tongue, which was too large for hi« 
mouth ; and gives, to the best likenesses 
remaining of him, the appearance of his 
mouth being filled by somewhat which his 
lips are pursed up to contain within them. 
The banquet was speedily served up in 
an adjoining apartment, which had been 
hastily prepared for the King's reception, 
by placing a chair of state, vnth a canopy, 
at the upper end of the dinner-table. 

No one sat down to this repast, save his 
Majesty — the two noble brothers standing 
with his other attendants while he dined, 
though invited, and even urged by him, to 
take their seats at the table ; well knowing 
that nothing could gratify him more than 
such marks of homage. Despite, however. 
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of the exercise the Eing had that morning 
taken» aiid his frequent asseverations of hun- 
ger, he ate but little ; and it was evident 
that he was much abstracted during his 
meal. This was remarked by the brothers ; 
but it was construed by them into the effect 
of the unpleasant feelings called forth by 
his reciollections on entering again a house 
of the Earl of Gowrie, to which he had 
given vent in the speech before narrated^ 
which had both surprised and offended the 
Earl. He seemed, however, at length to 
overcome, by sudden effort, the sensations, 
tvhatever they were, that engrossed him; 
BSid lifting a cup of wine from the table, 
called on Gowrie to pledge him to the pros- 
perity of old Scotland and her sons. ** For 
although my Lord o' GoWrie hath seen 
mony foreign fashions, whilk he perchance 
preferreth," said James, " being himsel a 
Scot, he canna do better than prove him- 
sel his country's friend, by drainin' a cup o' 
wine to her welfare*" 

The Earl, thus urged to give signal of 
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the patriotism which had ever been with 
him an enthusiastic feeling, nourished from 
his very cradle by the remembrance of all 
that his fathers had done and suffered in 
its cause, and somewhat stung by what he 
fdt as an insinuation that he preferred other 
countries to his own, took from the hands 
of his old domestic a cup of richly cut glass^ 
which, on hearing the King's challenge to 
his master, he had filled unbidden to the 
hnm ; and holding it aloft, in the uncontrol* 
lable fervour of the moment, he said, ere h^ 
drank off the wine, in a tone of voice that 
vibrated through the frames of all who heard 
him, " To the true glory of my fellow-coun- 
trymen, and of my native land !" And ta- 
king the cup from his lips, he continued, 
** And may that Scot, who prefers any other 
country to his own, and would refuse to sa- 
crifice for her welfare, life, fortune, and hap- 
piness, perish, even as that frail vessel !" and 
he dashed upon the marble pavement the 
splendid cup, which broke into an hundred 
shivers at his feet. 
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The King looked toward Herbal and 
Rathsay, while lie seemed to shrink within 
himself, at the manifestation of the spirit 
which his words had called forth, and to fid- 
get upon his seat, under a sense of extreme 
uneasiness. From this he appeared in some 
pleasure relieved, by its bdng mmounced 
that the repast was spread in the hall for 
his attendants ; whither, at the command 
e£ his Majesty, the Earl accompanied his 
guests to render them the rights of hospi- 
tality. 

The Master of Ruthven being left alone 
in attendance on James, his late uneasi« 
Bess settled into a timorous nervousness, 
that prevented his hearing or answering se- 
veral attempts the Master made to enter- 
tain him, who at length ceased his exer- 
tion, and regarding him with some surprise 
mingled with the instinctive contempt 
which the brave man must ever feel for the 
coward, be his rank in the scale of worldly 
elevation what it may, he ejaculated to 
himself, " What the devil ails him now ? 
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The breaking of that glass seems to have 
discomfited him as much as if a pistol had 
been fired at him.'* 

At length the King, as if struck with 
a sudden thought, arose from his chair. 
" Maister Alexander," he said, " we hae 
heard great bruit o' the mony ingenioua 
experiments performed by my lord, your 
brother, whilk he hath been taught in the 
seats o' leamin abroad, where he hath so* 
joumed; now, though our science canna 
match wi' his, we shall think nae better 
sport than to surprise him wi' that o' whilk 
he peradyenture hath not yet had expe- 
rience ; and, therefore, crave o' you to con- 
duct us to that C9^1)inet that contaiueth his 
chemical implements, where, by our troth, 
whan we shall see fitting to admit him after 
a short space, he shall acknowledge that we 
ken somewhat o' the matter." 

While the King spoke thus to Ruthven^ 
the workings of triumphant cunning, an4 
the misgivings of timidity, gave a singular 
expression to his aspect, of which he seenj-i. 
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€d himself aware; insomuch, that he avoid- 
ed looking at the Master, while he em- 
ployed himself in buttoning his doublet of 
Xiincoln-green, and arranging the chain, by 
which his hunting-horn was suspended; 
and having accomplished this before he had 
finished speaking, he took his beaver from 
Ms head, adjusted the gold-lace band and 
embroidered strings, and shook it in his 
hatd with a quick motion, as if with the 
intention of separating the parts of the fea- 
thers, which the dew of the morning had 
pasted together. 

Ruthven, however, took no note of these 
manoeuvres, but as tokens of the habitual 
restlessness which kept him continually in 
motion. He therefore, with the expecta- 
tion of some amusement from the promised 
experiments, marshalled him the way to 
the apartment he had mentioned ; in reach- 
ing which it was necessary to pass through 
the great hall, where the Earl of Gowrie 
was entertaining his attendants with the 
xhcncest produce of his cellars. They all 



d by Google 



128 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

rose as the King passed with Ruthven to* 
ward the stairs, which were on the opposite 
side from where they entered, and Growrie 
made a motion as if to attend him, hut 
James, waving his hand, commanded them 
to he seated. " Sit ye, merry gentlemen,'* 
he said, " and muckle gude may it do ye— 
I gang wi* Maister Alexander, to look upon 
the rare statues whilk my lord hath hrought 
from Italy." 

So saying, his Majesty and Ruthven 
passed up the flight of stairs, which ascend- 
ed, in the language of the times, to a fair 
g^lery ; and fair indeed it might he term- 
ed, if what is pleasing to the eye, and ex- 
cellent in heauty, deserves to be so styled. 
It was of the most finished and approved 
architecture of the period. Its numerous 
niches were filled with the choicest efibrta 
x>f the Italian chisel, and its walls enrich- 
ed with the most elaborate paintings by 
the first masters ; yet his Majesty, casting 
a hasty glance toward its otiber extremity, 
proceeded, as quickly and unregarding <rf 
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its many attractions, as tbougli it had been 
lixe green and damp stained passage from 
some dungeon vault, which was to lead him 
to the blessed air of Heaven. 

" Strange," thought Ruthven, ** that his 
eagerness to display what I dare swear will 
but turn out some paltry juggling trick, 
should so hurry him through a place, where 
even the iUiterate vulgar might pause in 
admiration. But it is well ! — I shall escape 
the weariness of pedantic remarks," 

. As^ they passed through the door at the 
other end, the King turned, and, looking 
at the lock, said to Ruthven, ** Thraw 
about that key, man, for I would not that 
my lord should come or we prepare our sur* 

. prise for him." 

The Master obeyed his Majesty's com- 

,mand, and smiled, as he did so, at his.pre^ 
caution. They next entered, through this 
anti-room, the wished-for cajbinet, of which 
the King himself locked the door, retain- 
ing the key in his hand. This room was 
¥ 3 
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8itud.ted in the ^ry extremity of that dde 
of the building) and contiguous to it was a 
tower, through which a winding, or, as it 
was called, a turnpike stair, ascended from 
a door in the court below, communicating 
with the cabinet, where we must now leavo 
the Kipg and Ruthv^n. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The tyrannous and bloody act is done ; 
The most arch-deed of piteous massacre 
That ever yet this land was guilty of^ 

Shakspeare. 

When the Earl of Gowrie lost sight of 
the King, and his brother, as they ascend- 
ed the stairs to the gallery, his first impulse 
was to follow them ; for the conduct of 
James, ever since he had entered his house, 
appeared to him very extraordinary, as if co- 
vering insult with an outward shew of favour. 
And if this were really the case, his motive 
for the present visit still remained a mystery. 
The idea of treachery and danger to his 
broths so forcibly seized upon him, that he 
rose from the table, and expressed his inten- 
tion of going himself to ighew hi^ Majesty 
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what might be worthy of notice. This was, 
however, overruled by his guests, who in- 
sisted, that, in thus disobeying his Majesty's 
command, he would rather give offence than 
pleasure. And he sat down again, not with* 
out exhibiting some symptoms of the feel- 
ings that possessed him, for his cheek was 
flushed, and his brow slightly contracted, by 
the agitating thoughts that were passing 
through his mind. He, however, shortly 
schooled himself into a calmer mood, by re- 
flecting on the improbability of his brother's 
being exposed to any danger from accom- 
panying, under his own roof, bsi unarmed 
' man, so timorous, and so little likely to ex« 
pose his own person to danger, as the King* 
" This is very childishness," said the Earl 
to himself, " thus to give way to such fboJ* 
ish fears. — ^I have as yet no cause to dis- 
trust him, save what arises from surmise. 
And yet it is most strange, that I should 
feel thus overpowered, as if by some im^ 
pending evil, that seems even now to wrestk 
with my spirit, against my better reasott— 
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I willy lK>wever, strive to shake it off.** And 
msiiig his wine from the table, he said, 
while a smile once nfiore beamed from his 
ooimtenanee, ^' You have heard me this 
day diink to our country, and h^ s(ms ; and 
now, shame it were to a leal and trueKnight^ 
not to honour her daughters with as deep a 
draught. — ^Pledge me, noble sirs, to the 
health of our fair countrywomen ; and may 
he who would deceive or forsake them, be 
himself forsaken in his utmost need !" 

This toast was drunk with enthusiasm, 
by those whose generous feelings sympa« 
thized with the speaker, — with indi^raice^ 
by liiose whose selfish hearts made no re- 
sponse — and with a feeling nearly amount- 
ing to resentment toward the Earl, by those 
whose consciences were galled. But it was 
drunk by all. At the moment of proposmg 
it) as the Earl thought on Agnes, his eye 
glanced around the board in search of Rath- 
say ; but he had been some time gone, as it 
was reported, to take from the falconer the 
&vourite hawk, while he dined, and was ac- 
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<^inpaiiied by Herbal, who had expressed a 
desire to avoid deep healths. At this instant 
it was hurriedly announced by Laurence, 
that his Majesty had left the house, by the 
entrance before-mentioned at the bottom of 
the turret, and was riding through the Indi. 
AUwasdirectlyhurry and bustle. Thegueste 
sprang on their feet, and the pavement rung 
to the tramp of their heavy boots, and the 
clang of their massy spurs, whUe the hall 
and the court resounded with the cries of— »• 
'' To horse !— To horse !— The King hath 
ridden forth ^' When, however, they began 
to throng through the principal gate-way 
of the court-yard in their way to the sta- 
bles, that no time might be lost in follow- 
ing his Majesty, the porter persisted that 
he had not passed, ^nd there being no oth^ 
access from that side (^ the building, they 
were put to a standi not knowing what to 
think ; when it was suggested, that perhaps 
there had been some mistake, and- that he 
might not yet have left the gallery ; upon 
whidb the Duke of Lennos^ and the Earl 
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of Mar w^e proceeding to enter the hall 
again, in order to pass up the gallery stairs^ 
when a cry of—" Help ! — Help ! — ^Treason ! 
r^Treason ! my Lord of Mar !" struck on 
tiieir ears; and on looking up to the place 
whence the sound proceeded^ tiiey perceived 
the .King's face half thrust out of a small 
window near the turret, with the hand of a 
man apparently in the act of seizing him hy 
the throat. 

" What, ho ! — My friends ! This way 
to the rescue !" cried the Earl of Mar, re- 
entering the hall with ^e Duke, and seve* 
ral of their attendants. By this time, all 
was uproar and confusion in the court-yard, 
which, immediately on the alarm heing given 
by some of the servants, who fled into the 
town, began to fill with the Munroes and 
their retainers. 

Words cannot give an adequate idea of 
Gowrie's consternation at this scene, which 
he beheld with a prophetic shudder,— 'his 
countenance becoming pale as death, as the 
horrible suspicion of his brother's danger 
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smote upon his heart, " Follow me, my 
fiiends !" he exchdmed, with a frantic ges- 
ture of impatience, as he drew his sword 
from tibe scabhard, and snatched another 
from the hand of a person near him, unheed-* 
ing whether friend (ur foe. But as he was 
darting toward the turret door, he was in- 
tercepted by Sir Thomas Erskine^ who, set- 
zing him by the collar, cried out, — " Thou 
art the traitor !-<— This is all along of thy 
contrivance, villain !" 

Gowrie, thus impeded in his way, threw 
the sword from his right hand, and using 
it. to disengage himself from Erskine's grasps 
with the giant-strength that desperation 
lent him, hurled him to the distance of seve-« 
ral paces ; and catching up the sword he 
had thrown from him, was in an instant on 
the turret stairs that led to the cabinet, 
wh^e we left Ruthvai and the King, which 
he now entered. He cast a hasty ghmoe 
around hin^ — the floor was stained with 
blood,*— but he nowhere bdield his brother. 

^< What means this outrage ?" said Grow- 
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rle,-^^^ Why that cry of treason ?— Where 
is my brother ? — ^And whose blood is this?*' 

The King, whose knees were smiting 
against each other, and his teeth chattering 
in his head from the deadly fear that pos- 
sessed him» was standmg in a comer of the 
room, near the open door of a small study, 
with Rathsay, Herbal, and the Jesuit No 
answer was returned ; but Rathsay sizing 
the King by the shoulders, attempted to 
thrust him into the study. ** Your Ma- 
jesty, by your leave, must be put in safety,** 
said he, ^^ while we deal with this traitor 
Earl.^ 

The King, however, stru^ol violently, 
*-— £»r fright and indignation, at the autho- 
rity exercising over him, lent him a strength 
not his own. ** Dinna kill him here — Din* 
na kill him here,** vociferated James, — *^ un* 
hand your lawful Prince and maister— I 
will hae nae mair bluid, I say.** And as 
Rathsay still continued to persist in his 
purpose, he vociferated, — " Help ! — Help [ 
p—Ye are a* traitors ! — I shall be murther- 
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ed ! — ^Gtod hae mercy ! — ^I shall be murther- 
ed at last!'' 

Rathsay, however, paid no attention to 
his exclamations ; but having lodged him 
in safety in the closet, secured the door, and 
turned to Gk)wrie, who had lost during that 
short space aU consideration for himself in 
the sight of horror that met his eyes, while 
the King contended with Rathsay. For 
the spur of the latter had become entangled 
in his Majesty's cloak, which lay on the 
ground behind them, and dragging it for- 
ward,, discovered to him the mangl^ body 
of his brother. 

Gowrie gazed on it a^ast, and leaned on 
his swords, unable to support himself; while 
theunutterable agony impressed on his coun- 
tenance, palsied as it were the hearts of his 
enemies, from which mercy had fled, and 
they stood a moment inactive. But the 
Barl allowed them short space to gaze upon 
him ; for every feature changing from the 
deadliness of despair to the terrible expres- 
45ion of exterminating vengeance, he raised 
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both swords and rushed toward them. Rath- 
say perceived the sudden change, and feel- 
ing at the same moment all his hatred re- 
vive, he cried out fiercely to the Jesuit and 
Herbal, who were preparing to fall upon 
Gowrie — ^^ Touch not my victim at your 
peril ;" and making a furious plunge at him 
with his weapon, he exclaimed — "Now shalt 
thou confess what thou knowest of the Lady 
Agnes." 

Despite, however, of this boast, and his 
idolent onset, he found it extremely dif^ 
ficult to ward from himself the strokes of 
the Earl, who was become like a tiger at 
bay. Nor would he have been much longer 
able to maintain the unequal' contest ; for 
Gowrie, filled alone with the purpose of 
avenging his brother's murder-r-more skil- 
M iti wielding his weapons than almost 
any man of the age — possessed of ^gantie 
strength, and regardless of life— might per- 
haps have proved an overmatch, not only 
for Rathsay, but also for the other two ; and 
they would, it is possible, have received firom 
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his hand the reward of their treachery. But 
while the Earl was pressing Rathsay so 
dosely and furiously, that his life appeared 
on the point of being sacrificed, Gowrie fell 
dead at his feet, pierced through the heart, 
by the hand of the villain Herbal, who had 
stepped behind him, and basely perpetrated 
the deed, which at once placed them all in 
safety. This &tal catastrophe had been so 
quickly achieved, that before Sir Thomas 
Erstine had recovered the effects of his &11, 
and summoned some of his Majesty's at- 
tendants to follow him up the turret staint, 
which he had se^i Gowrie ascend, he, whom 
he had thus sought, had passed into/eter- 
nity ; and when he arrived with his follow- 
ers in the &tal chamber, the desire with 
which he was burning to revenge the .&1I 
received from Gowrie, was turned into hor- 
ror on beholding the bloody spectacle before 
him. 

The moment that the Earl fell, Bath- 
say released the King from his place of con- 
finement, yiho was half dead with appre- 
hension, while the Jesuit and Herbal ap- 
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pUed themselves to assist the Duke of Leu* 
nox and Eari of Mar, who were demanding^ 
entrance from the gallery, to force open the 
door of the cabinet, the key having hesa 
lost by the King during his alarm. This 
they accomplished by means of the fire-inms^ 
and numbers immediately poured in from 
tibe gallery, all of whom were in the King*!^ 
interest, (the servants and retainers of Gow^ 
lae having been driven back by them down, 
the turret stairs into the court yard.) 

But the alarm had spread, and friend and 
foe of the Earl were gathering fast, and 
flocking toward the scene of his murder. 
Those within the house thought it most 
expedient^ that all the entrances to it should 
be guarded; and they accordingly made 
&st the doors and under-windows, and pla« 
ced sentinels upon them. 

Jaines, meanwhile, who was ever appal- 
led at the exposure of weapons of destruc- 
tion, and childishly dreaded the sight of 
blood, stood in the centre of the apartment, 
umidst naked dirks and gleaming swords^ 
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with his shoes dyed in the sanguinary floods 
which had flowed from the veins of the 
brothers, whose lives, in the fright of the 
moment, he would now have redeemed with 
the half of his kingdom. Yet even in this 
frame of mind, his natural duplicity did 
not fersake him, for he cautiously avoided 
tittering alight that might throw suspicion 
on himself, and called loudly to remove the 
bodies of the traitors. Which command 
was no sooner obeyed, and the hapless bro- 
thets borne from his sight, than hd knelt 
down> his clasped hands trembling with agi* 
tation ; and with all the gratitude that 
could have been called forth in the most in- 
nocent bosom, fervently thanked God for the 
escape which he had vouchsafed him from 
the murderous weapons of the brothers. Yet 
let no one doubt his sincerity, whisfn they 
consider the extremity of fear ta which he 
had been reduced, and which had taken^ 
such entire possession of his mind, that it 
sunk all recollection of the heinous part h^' 
had himself acted, in gratitude for his per^ 
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s<^al safety. It must also be remembered; 
that he had been led implicity to believe in 
the guilt of the unfortunate Master of Ruth- 
yen, and also in the ambitious designs of 
the Earl, which the overweening ideas he 
entertained of his own importance in being, 
as he delighted to style himself, the Fice- 
gerent of Qodi made him imagine he was 
authorized to punish, inclining him also to 
look upon the lives of his subjects as of 
small account, when put in the balance with 
his own. When his Majesty rose from his 
knees, he expressed a wish to remove from 
the room to the gallery, which was opposed 
by those about him, who assured him that he 
was safer where he then was, all the avenues 
to the apartment he occupied being lijled 
by his faithful people. The King, hbwever, 
not being able to remain with any degree of 
composure in the room where he then was, 
retreated, once more accompanied by Rath- 
say and Herbal, to the study, where he no 
sooner approached the window, which, like 
that of the apartment he had left, opened 
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ti|K>n the omrt-yard^ than he became agsin 
nearly frantic with terror. — ^ See," said he 
to Rathsay, ** how the whole toun is ga- 
iherin ! and only hear to them, how tbey 
aire crying for theit Provost ! Fause loon \ 
did ye no promise, that I shouldna be 
brought into trouble ; that ye wad deal ^ 
the tane out o' my sights and that the t^ 
ther should be keepit in ward or banished 
according to our guid pleasure^ proving their 
treason upon hinu And now that ye hae 
gliffed Us amaist out o' our very jsenses^tb^ 
house is to be cugget down neist about ottr 
lugs — I wonder what for 1 dinna cftus^ 
iseize yoursel." 

Rathsay, who no way relished this last 
threjEit, epdeavouriBd to pacify him. 

"ForGdd's sake,'* said he, ^'moderate your 
fears, and speak lower; your Majesty's fiiith- 
fol friends and subjects have this day many 
of them put their lives in peril to rid yOii 
of two daring men, who had become d)- 
noxious to your peace, and dangerous tcf 
your govemm^t.*— I surely need not re* 

10 
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mind your Majesty, that the Earl thwarted 
your royal will on all occasions; and ^wer- 
fiil as he was, who knows what might have 
been the consequence ?' 

" Ye speak sense, man, after a'," said 
the fluttered and ^tated King, who re- 
qiured to he reminded of the motives which 
had hefore so powerfiilly swayed him ; " ye 
speak sense; for wha kens what might hae 
keen the upshot, wi' the wee drap royal 
bluid he carried in his veins ?— he might 
hae glammed at our royal crown itsel'." 

" True," said Rathsay, •* and your Ma- 
jesty, when this hurricane is blown over, 
will acknowledge that what we have done 
is for the best ; meantime, we will all be 
sacrificed before one hair of your rayal head 
shall be injured." 

Catching hold of Kathsay's arm, with a 
convulsive motion, the King exclaimed — 
" Forgie your Prince and maister ! I'm 
sure I owe ye muckle for what ye hae done 
this day. But, O man, it was a teBxfvC sight ! 

VOL. 111. G 
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and yet I dar'd 119 abi^t my a?n, for im 
stmi^o' your $mox^ had: Wi» tbiK^h my 
body or. ever I wist— :And. theih ^haa t)i« 
young villain held by me to iiave himsel 
fcae your handi^ and gripped at my coat 
neck, crying out to me for to prot^ and 
save him — ^The Loyd preserve me, whan I 
think on it^ and keqp ipe from i^ic p^nl 
again; for this bangs a' I, e'er m^t wi', &s^ 
the taws o' that gloomi^ aidd thief Bucha- 
nan, to the last gliff I gpt wi' the villain 
Bothwell, whan he drave to be in at my 
very secret chamber/' 

The tumult outside the house became 
louder and louder, and even the boldest; 
who were in the apartment adjoining the 
study, the dpor of which was open, began 
to look at each other with dismay. It was 
now proposed to his Majesty as most ad- 
visaUe, that he should present himself at 
the window, and speak to the people, pro- 
mising them, that he would explain what 
had happened, to any four of their citizens, 
whom they should allow to pass quietly in 
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aA tba i^ncxf bI emtrnim^, aad up through 
Ae gaOery ta tua pireaence. . 

Bkity when Jwies was prevailed on at 
leugth to adopt this plan, he no sooner ap- 
peased than the populace became more out- 
lageous than ever ; and when he attempted 
to speak, shouts and hisses arose, greeting 
hun with abusi vevociferations i and some 
powerful voices were distinctly heard above 
ike rest, calling to the King, *^ Come doun, 
thou son o' ihe fiddler, and we'll mak thy 
green coat pay for this day's wark." While 
others cried out, with, menacing gestures, 
" Gie us our Provost !— Gie us our noble 
Yearl, or we'll set low to the lodging, and 
smeek ye out !" Stones, and filth were 
thrmfn at the window, fix)m which the 
King retreated, rehqpsing again into ano« 
ther paroxysm of terror, during which he 
continued impatiently lamenting himself, 
and wringing his hand&. 

There appeared no. hope of the tumult 
abating, but, on die contrary, multitudes 
were flocking along every avenue that led 
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to the town from each place in the neigh- 
bourhood that the alarm had reached, every 
moment adding to the numbers that beset 
the house, and joining them in menace. 

In this dilemma, when it became neces- 
sary that some measure should be instantly 
adopted to put a stop to these threatening 
appearances, which had even began to blanch 
the cheeks of the boldest of the King's 
friends, the Jesuit stepped forward from a 
comer, in which he had remained nearly 
unnoticed, while he had himself been accu- 
rately observing what had passed. All the 
bold and lofty daring of his fearless charac- 
ter flashed in supernatural brightness from 
his dark eyes, that glanced as in conscious 
superiority over those who stood arounS 
him, as he presented himself to his M^esty 
before the open door of the study. 

" So please your Majesty," said he, ** I 
vnll go alone into the midst of these rebel- 
lious people, and repeat to them the com- 
mand which they refused to hear from your 
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Majesty's own lipsf, and I fear not to ac- 
complish my purpose in safisty." 

** And/' said the King» ** if ye mak gude 
your words, and deliver your lawful Prince 
from the sair jeopardy that now threatens 
him, sae that we may this night be ren- 
dered back in safety to our ain Palace o' 
Falkland, we shall, on our inviolable word,be- 
stowsic part o' thistraitor EarFs gudes on you, 
as ye shall think meet recompence withal." 

The Jesuit replied by a bend of acknow- 
ledgment, and James, who appeared some- 
what reassured by his offer, commanded him 
to give him the hawk, whidi sat upon his 
hand ; but it was no sooner prejsented to 
him, than he recoiled back some paces, with 
evident marks of alarm and horror, making 
a motion with his hand for it to be removed 
from his sight— -For while the previous 
tragedy had been acting, the Jesuit had 
cast her loose from his hand, and her snow- 
white wings, her tail, and her feet, were all 
da^led in blood. The bird was given to 
an attendant of tlie Duke of Lennox, and 
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tbe Jesuit deseeid^iL tbe AaioM t>f tile fadv 
ret, at the fi^ ^f whtoh as many as tlie 
mall paisaj^ oould arataiii mmained to Re- 
fold tlie door. The iron l)olt8 were gently 
witlwbrawn by the Jenmt, and befiMe even 
those of the mob ivfao «tood nearest were 
aware, he had isprung tmt in the midst of 
them, and the door was again secured be« 
hind him. The imminent danger to whkh 
be was instantly exposed^ was suflSc&ent to 
have appalled any heart but Ins own ; for 
the sbonti^ of-— «^ Here comes ane o' th^ 
murdateniU4et Umnot esoapel-^kill him I 
kill him!** resounded on all sides, while^ 
whicheTer way he turned^ he peroetf ed wea^ 
pons ready to put the threat in ej^eutton^ 
But looking about him with the mtnt un^ 
daunted air, and speaking loudly, he said-^^ 
'* Do me no wrong, my friends ; I have 
no wish to escape from you^ but hare thud 
ventured my life, that you may be inform^ 
ed of the particulars of ^s unfortunate af« 
fiiir. It is the King^s desire that you choose 
from among your dti^ens four of those in 
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whom y6u pl&ee t^e most c^nfldenc^, wliom 
be will admit to Ms j)reseiice ; and if thfejr 
come not awdy satisfied with what he te- 
latest why, the remedy still reinains in your 
oWn hands, and then let Justice takle itb 
eftnrse.** 

This speech, which appeared so moderate, 
ai^d which did not positively contradict any 
of thm preconceived opinions, was heard 
mbi*e favourably than could have been antid- 
patbd from their (devious state of turbulence. 
Th)3se standing near enough to hear it, re- 
ported it to Others more distant, till, in the 
i^aoe 6f eight or ten minutes, a way was 
made through the crowd fi>r him to pass, 
Mlh such a6 had constituted themselves his 
|ttardi», towards the Outside of the thrOng, 
whetfe a drcle Was formed^ in which the 
iaine citizeii Was standing, mentioned before 
t^ ftth^r to oiie of the brides, and with whom 
tte Barl of Growrie had held the conversa- 
tion on the expected visit of the King. He 
addressed the Jesuit, and inquired respect- 
ing the particulars of what had happened. 



d by Google 



152 ST JOHNSTOUN. 

These questions the Jesuit evaded, hy say- 
ing he Was not competent to answer tk^n, 
hut that he heard it alleged the King's life 
had heen put in peril by the Earl and bis 
brothar, who were, as the people ahre^y 
knew, both slain ; and that he was ready to 
conduct the citizen to whom he was speak- 
ing, accompanied by any other three he 
might select, into the presence of the King. 

"And what shall be our surfety,** said this 
person, " that we meet not the same fate 
that hath befallen our noble Provost and 
his gallant brother, shoidd we no^t confess 
ourselves convinced of that which it seem- 
eth now to; us impossible to bdieve ?" 

The Jesuit studied £)r a few seconds, and 
then answ^ed — " That you will be allowed 
to return in safety, whatever your opinions 
may be, I am willir^ to stake my life, by 
remaining a hostage for your reappearaneei 
guarded by such as you shall appoint, on 
the outside of the principal entrance,^ until 
your return." 

" Dinna gang wi' him \ dinna gang !'* 



dbyGoogk 



ST JOHNSTOUN. 158 

was now vociferated from the surrounding 
throng—*^* Mind as the crafty Queen-Mo- 
ther guided our forebears !" 

" Ay,** cried others, " King Jamie hath 
ow^ mudde o' the Mse Guisean bluid in 
his body ! — Dinna trust him !" 

^* He hath slain a better man nor him- 
sel !" was^ shouted out by several-^" and 
we will hae bluid fer bluid !" 

*' Peace, my good neighbours !" said the 
citizen who had spoken before ; ^* I will 
make an effort to understand on what 
grounds he was slain, and, for that pur- 
pose, will present myself before the King. 
But I have not surely so ill deserved of my 
townsmen, that I should be suffered to go 
alone. — Come, my friends !" he continued, 
'' who among you accompanies me ?" 

This appeal had the desired effect, and 
immediately three of the most respectable 
men amor^ the crowd separated themselves 
from it, and followed him to the principal 
entrance of the building, where, upon the 
concerted signal being given by the Jesuit^ 
o 2 
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they mere admitted, while be reroamecl, as 
stipukled, gaarded en ^ eutside by some 
of the stoutest and loi^esl^loriuiig men 
from among the popfdaoe yAio surrounded 
him. They gave ftee Tent to tfadf rag^ » 
the most rebellious language, aeeusmg ^ 
Eang loudly of the nrauela»B» and attaibu^ 
ting the foul aeticsi ti» Taikras motlines, hot 
yet seeming to agree that their aed for the 
Kirk was the fmMbmenial omse of tbeir 
death. Nor did tbey scruple to eatt 1^ 
King a Papist^ whikr ii^ suppcort of thisibe^ 
Hef, they enumerated with bittenies» di he 
had done for tiie Popish lovds^ whom he 
had so often sucoouml* 

The general »|H^88ion of this opnioB^ 
which he heard repeated on all sides^of fahn, 
was musie to the eara of t^e Jesuit He 
fblt now as if on the very verge of bringing 
his {dans to the point, for which he had^ in 
his cruel pofiey, studied^ toiled, and invol- 
ved himself in erime* He'felt his confidence 
in the fiiture in^ea^d, and all becameap^ 
parently level between him and the object 
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of ins vfi^es. The great stroke against 
F#ote^taAtism in Se6tlafid, he ind^ined, 
was sHanck by the death of Growrie — ^For he 
had yet to learn how many faithful hearts 
still remained to oppose any innovation of 
their religioits privileges ; and taking it for 
granted that James really possessed the sen- 
thnents^ with regard to the Caitholics^ so 
generally attributed to him, and expecting 
that the secret negotiations which he knew 
were carrying on at that moment by the 
powerful Earl of Esste, would shortly seat 
James on the throne of England, he beheld 
himself^ in aU probability, within a few steps 
of becoming General of the Jesuits, and 
wielding a sceptre of power over the princes 
of the ^rth. His anidety at present, how- 
ever, wsls to see the multitude dispersed, 
and his Maj^st^' once ihiote &e6l He also 
b^an, in the course of half an hour, to be 
aaxiouli for this retuni of those for whom he 
remained a hbiAia^e ; for the motions of the 
great coticours^ a^senibled again began to 
be agitated, and they called altemately 
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loudly for their magistrates, threatened the 
Jesuit with instant death if they did not 
appear, and menaced the destruction of the 
whole pile of building, swearing, that if 
aught ill happened to their townsmen, not 
one stone of it should be left upon another. 
In the midst of this uproar, however, the 
door was opened, and their four delegates 
issued forth unscathed. The moment they 
appeared, every individual seemed so eager 
to hear the result of their embassy, that the 
Jesuit was totally unheeded, and he descend- 
ed from the steps of the door, which he had 
so long occupied, and mixed among the 
people to listen to the report of the citizens, 
while they related the story which they had 
heard from the King himself. This story, 
however, sounded so extremely improbable, 
that many of the mob became more enraged 
than ever. The tale was that which his 
Majesty had, as it will be remembered, re- 
peated to the Duke in the morning con- 
cerning the pot of gold, with this addition, 
that after he had dined, the Master of 
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Ruthven invited him to accompany him to 
the place where he had the man confined ; 
and that upon arriying with the Master at 
a distant apartment, he found, instead of 
the person whom he expected to see, a man 
in armour, when, perceiving that their de- 
sign was to murder him, he had cried out 
at a window, which the man in armour open- 
ed for him, refusing to act against him, and 
assuring him that he had been locked in 
there he knew not wherefore ; and that up- 
on hearing his cry, some of his attend^its 
had arrived while he was wrestling with 
the Master, who swore he should die, and 
delivered him from his hands by putting 
him to death, as they had also done the 
Earl, when he arrived shortly after, with a 
sword in each hand, and with intent to as- 
sist his brother in his treason. 

This relation was heard, as we have just 
said, witji the utmost rage and indignation 
by the greater part of the populace, who 
called out for the man in armour to be pro- 
duced ; and when it was related by the ci- 
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tizens lliat it was allied he had made his 
escape, their groanings, hisses, and shouts, 
were renewed, and it was with the utmest 
difficulty that the citizen who first offered 
to investigate the matter could obtain an- 
other hearing. He at length, however, sue- 
ceeded in his endearours to pacify the people 
so far, that be was listened to with some de- 
gree of attention, when, standing on the top 
of an adjoining wall, that he might be the 
more distinctly heard, he addressed them, 
reminding them that it was thdr interest, 
whatever might be their private opinion of 
the matter, not to proceed to any acts of 
violence, which might draw upon thek town 
the vengeance of their Soverdgn ; and that, 
however justly they might deplore the &te 
of the good Earl and his brother, whom 
they had all so much kved, yet, as they 
could not restore life, it was Mly to persist 
in this tumultuous conduct any farther, to 
the prcgudice of themselvesf and their, fami- 
lies. Re also assured them, that some in- 
vestigation of the afi&ir must i^ortly take 
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]^aee, ev^n on his Mnjesty's own acoimnt, 
when thef wo>idd be better able to form a 
jitdgment of what bad ps»sed. 

The other three persofi«; who had accom- 
paired him in his Dfiigsioii, alsd w^tt among 
the peof^le, using the i^nie argmtaents, 
which, from the respect ditertained for 
them and their opinions by their towns* 
people, prevailed on the bulk of tbem to 
withdraw ta their own bofuses. Tfa^ dregs 
<rf the rafbye, however, who M-e always in- 
clined to miscMef, continued to watdi the 
hotise^ with the design of insulting the Khig 
and Ms attendants whenever they should 
leave it. The day, whidi had been duriiig 
the gi^ter part remarkably ioe, kid gra- 
dually changed, as if in sympathy with the 
scene of horror that had been transacted; 
and as it wore toward evening, a tempest of 
hail and rain, accompanied by a furious 
wind, did more toward dispersing those that 
still remained, than could have been effected 
by any other means. 
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No sooner were those within the house 
apprized hy the Jesuit that they might ven- 
ture forth with safety, th&n they hurried 
the King, who was stiU more impatient 
than themselves, toward the stahles, and 
mounting him on the fleetest steed they 
could select, took horse themsdyes, and 
followed him to Falkland, amidst torrents 
of rain and a hurricane of wind, at a rate 
which insured their safe retreat from St 
Johnstoun, leaving the magistrates who 
had spoken with the King accountable for 
the safe keeping of the bodies of the bro- 
thers, tog^her with the effects contained 
in the ho^se, according to his Majesty's 
commands, expressed to them by himself. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I have words too few to take my leave of you. 
When the tongue's office should be prodigal 
To breathe the abundant dolour of the heart. 

Shakipeare. 

No sooner was free ^ess permitted from 
Cowrie House, than it was deserted by all 
its former inhabitants save two, the servants 
escaping from it as from pestilence, lest they 
should, by appearing stiU to linger around 
their deceased master, give rise to suspicion 
which might implicate them in his suppo- 
sed treason. Of the two that remained, 
after all the others had departed, one alone 
was actuated by affection for the unfortu- 
nate young noblemen. This parson was old 
Adam ; for Laurence, who was the other, 
remained on a very different errand, name- 
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ly, to report all that should pass in the 
house after the arrival of the magistrates, 
and to gather as much as he could from the 
expressions of the inhahitants of the town, 
after their first feelings had subsided, what 
were likely to be thdr sentiments concern- 
ing the truth of the alleged conspiracy 
against Ike King ; the Jesuit remarking, 
when he gave him his instructions, ^* That 
the muddy waters, which had been so r^ 
cently stirred, must first be allowed to set- 
tle, before aught could be dearly discerned 
at the bottom." 

When the bodies of the £arl land his 
brother were removed from tihe apartment 
where they were murdered, they were con- 
veyed to that room where the King's irepast 
had been so lately spread, and laid at thfe 
i^ide of each other on the long oaken talble, 
where they remained in all respects as when 
they fell, no one having been neat theiA 
save Laurence and Adam. The former wa& 
dispatdied by Rathsay, to search their per- 
sons, and had carried off the papers and 
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ods^ urtaekB fond hi their pootets ; and 
Ae laHer imd not left tkem tot a monieat. 
Their imtiiiiely fate \ras to him as his fu^ 
seiral knell^ aod ha^py ^otiM he hate been 
hafd his spirit departed with theirs; but 
feeble and orusfaed by this stroke, withering 
aft it Was, it seemed to refuse to quit itn 
fi^l tenetnent of day, and still lifageired 
neiEtr all that now remained of his nobl^ 
protectors. The wretdied old man hung 
ortt liie bodiei^ dtemately wringing his 
pals^ hands, and resting them on the sides 
of the board, while h@ east looks of wild 
despair on the faces which were wont to be 
to him as those of angds. He had closed 
the lids t^n their darkened eyes^ and wash^- 
ed the Uood from the left cheek of Ruth^ 
ven, so lately dimpled by the smiles of 
gaiety and hope, but where now j^ped a 
deadly gash, inflicted by his ruthless assas- 
sins while he struggled for life. And here 
he stood, when he could no longer discern 
their forms in the darkness that enveloped 
them, listening to the loud peals of thunder 
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that rolled and crasbed ovor Us head^ and 
waithig with eagerness for each vhrid flash 
of lightQtDg that restored them for an in- 
stant to his sight; while he uttered his 
waitings alike for the dead and the livii^ 
in the language of Scripture, mixed witih 
that suggested by his own overdiai^ged heart 

••or said he, ** that my head were wa- 
ters, and mine eyes fountains of tears, that 
I might weep day and night for the shun 
of my master's house. Ye grew up as Iflie^, 
and I thought to have seen ye cast forth 
your roots as Liebanon ; but here ye both 
are, laid low on one bloody bed. — Alas ! 
alas ! for my lady, finr tibe poor bereaved mo- 
ther !" he continued, as sobs choked his ut» 
terance, and he again wrung his hands in 
frantic agony. 

^ Peace, old man," said Laurence, as he 
entered with a torch, which he had lighted 
to enable him to secure the doors o£ the 
house after the departure of the King and 
his retinue; for although then not more 
than seven o'clock, the dense clouds which 
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hung over St Johnstoun, rendered the dark*- 
ness nearly complete even witibout doors, 
and entirely so within the house — ** Peace, I 
say," continued Laurence. " What is the 
good of all this lamentation, now the deed 
is done ? You will have more cause to 
grieve for your old mistress, by and by, as 
you are so fond of it ; for I am much mis- 
taken if the King is not even now deter- 
mined to seize her other two sons. Take 
you my advice, and hold your tongue, lest 
ye be suspected of having had a hand in 
the treason that hath skin our masters." 

" Treason ! said ye, coward knave ! how 
dared ye name the foul word !" cried Adam, 
whose sorrow seemed for the moment swal- 
lowed up in rage. " O, my lamented Lords ! 
ye, who were innocent of all that was evil, 
are branded with the name of traitors, and 
this feeble arm lacks strength to smite the 
villain down. And must the royal fiend," he 
contimied, ** have more blood to glut his ven- 
geance? — and must the two lambs at Dirl- 
ton come to the slaughter-house, and none 
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remain of n^y VkOhU m^e?*s houses to con- 
tinue bpbsi hoii;oured n^me?-^But 1^ the 
monster take heed ! And O ! tlia4i hf$ now 
heard the words of my mouthy for the haiad 
of death is upon me !" he s^id, as, throwing 
hack the white hair {torn; hits f^ce, and 
stretching forth his hands; over the bodies, 
he assumed the look of.^ ancient prophet-*^ 
" And I bless God who maketh me to feel 
even now while I utter them, that they are 
the dictates of truth. That Being who vi- 
siteth the sins of the fathers on the chil- 
dren, until the third and fourth generation, 
and who will assuriedly do that which is 
right, shall avenge this foul and cruel mur- 
der ; for the race of the tyrant, in retribu- 
tive justice, shall be cut oflF. He hath 
sown the wind, and he shall reap the whirl- 
wind. He who springeth from his loins, 
and is yet unborn, shall die the death of 
violence, and hir sons' sons become aliens 
and outcasts, without a throne and without 
a kingdom, when, the land of his nativity, 
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mi hia Iwd of p];<«iuse, shidl aUke vomit 
tj^jsm forth tp, 4^truqtiop/' 

" Nay," sdd XjaureQce, who had never- 
thelei$& £^It as speU-bpiwd whil^ he spoke, 
^* cease your banning, and go lay your old 
crazy head upon yow couch ; take my word 
for it> you had bett^ dp so before they ar- 
rive who Bfe aj^inted to take charge of 
these bodies, lest you should have an oppor- 
tunity of repeating your prc^hecies along 
with your neck-verse. But faith," conti- 
nued he, a^ he held up the torch and look- 
ed; on the Earl, ** he \yas a good master af- 
ter all — but it serveth nothing to lament, 
as I said before ; therefore," he went on, as 
he moved toward a buffet in the comer of 
the room, ** will I take such comfort as I 
can come at. — Hah !" he continued, as he 
looked upon the golden-wrought cup, out of 
which the King had drunk, and which re- 
mained half full of wine — ^^ by my faith, this 
is a pretty bauble, and containeth, I war- 
rant, stuff of the best." 

Having drunk the greater part of the li- 
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quor, be offered the remainder to the old 
man,—** Take it, old boy,'' said he, ." it will 
put sap in thy withered trunk, and, trust 
me, comfort thee better than all thy crazy 
visions of revenge." 

" Away with it !" said Adam, putting 
back Laurence with his hand. ** It may, 
indeed, solace and comfort such as thou art, 
but the time is come for this withered trunk 
to be ^ut down — the last stroke of the axe 
is given, that levels it with the dust, and I 
have tasted of wine for the last time." 

" Thou art an obstinate old mule," said 
Laurence. " But hark — ^what noise is that ? 
— Ay, ay, it is the knocking of those I 
warned you of; I say, you had better take 
my advice, old one, and begone before I 
let them in." 

** Never more will I leave my murdered 
masters," said the old man. 

" This is the old witch Euphan over 
again, methinks," said Laurence, as he went 
to open the door of the principal entrance, 
where he found the same citisen who had 
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taken the most active part in attending his 
Majesty, and in quelling the rioters, ac- 
companied by the young Laird of Restalrig, 
who had been prevented from departing, 
according to his intention, by the events of 
the day. 

" You know me, friend," said the ma- 
gistrate ; ^^ conduct us to where the bodies 
are laid." 

Laurence obeyed, and bore the torch be- 
fore them through the deserted hall, and 
along the empty passages, so lately throng- 
ed with domestics, into the apartment he 
had just quitted. Adam remained silent 
while they approached the table, and con- 
templated witl^ deep feeling the remains of 
the noble brothers. There was little in the 
countenance of the Master to distinguish 
its expression from that of sleep ; for his 
long black eye-lashes, that rested their sha- 
dowing fringes on his cheeks, would have 
given to it an air of profound repose, had . 
not the gash on his face, and the congealed 
gore which matted together the short curls 
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of his raven hair, told anpther tale. There 
was even in death some lingerings about 
the mouth, of that arch-recklessness that 
had so strongly marked his features while 
living, and which took much from their 
ghastliness in death. Not such was the 
impression produced by looking oij the face 
of the Earl ; for there the last and mortal 
struggle of his soul was stamped and fixed 
by the rigid hand of death ; his teeth were 
firmly clenched ; his lips compressed ; and 
every line betokened anguish indescribable. 
The hair had fallen back from his amjde 
forehead, and shewed the brow contracted 
by mental agony, while the distended nos- 
tril, and the swollen muscle, demonstratol 
the effects of over-strained strength. 

The magistrate and the stripling gazed 
upoji them intently, and the tears stpod in 
the eyes of the former, as he called to mind 
the virtues of the Earl, and his urbanity 
and kindness to himself, now never more 
to be repeated. But the tears of the young- 
er man confined not themselves within such 
narrow bounds, for they flowed copiously 
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upon tlie breast of the Master as he bent 
over him^ and contemplated the ruin of him 
he had so lately loved and admired ; and so 
strong were his youthful feelings, that ha- 
ving once burst the flood-gates of his eyes, 
be abandoned himself to the most extra- 
vagant expressions of grief. — His every sob 
seemed soothing, as the sounds of funeral 
music to the ear of old Adam, who stood 
r^arding him with looks of love, in which 
the workings of some eager hope appeared 
mingling strangely with the utter despair 
thai had possessed his features but an in- 
staint before. He approached the magis- 
trate cautiously, unobserved by Laurence, 
whose late behaviour had engendered sus- 
picion in his breast, and said in a whisper, 
" For the love of Grod send away that ser- 
ving-man, while I speak somewhat of weighty 
import.^' 

He to whom he spoke signified by an 
indination of his head that he comprehend- 
ed bis meaning. ^^ Fray, young man," said 
be, speaking to Laurence, ^^ step forth to 
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my house, and inquire what hath detained 
those whom I expected to follow me imme^ 
diately, that the necessary offices might be 
rendered to these hodies." 

" Would that I were quit of you aD," 
aid Laurence internally, as he made his 
way out of the house to obey this command; 
" for I know not what hath come over m^ 
but giving the key of the turret to that 
d — d Austin, and telling the cursed lie 
about the King's having gone forth, hangs 
about me like a millstone. Yet I had no- 
thing to do with the murders, — that's one 
comfort, — and the large reward I am pro- 
mised for holding my tongue, is another.— 
And after all, I believe, the sight of the 
bodies, and the dreariness of the house, since 
it was deserted, is the cause of this cowardly 
feeling." 

Laurence had no sooner departed, than 

Adam, who appeared nearly exhausted by 

his grief, staggered toward young Bestal- 

rig, and threw his palsied frame at his feet 

** O, young gentleman !" he cried, ** save 
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the brothers of my murdered master ; the de- 
cree hath gone forth, and they too are to be 
^in— ^save them, and the blessing of God 
and their iindowed mother will descend upon 
your head ! — Fly to Dirltbn this night, and 
tell them to stint not till they have pass- 
ed the Scottish Border; the Queen of Eng- 
land will protect them for the regard she 
bore my deceased lord. — And O ! if ye 
could but deliver this to the dear bairn, 
Lady Beatrix, as ye pass by Holyrood," 
said he, producing a letter from his pocket, 
which the Earl had that day given him in 
charge to forward to his sister, and which 
was to inform her of his intended union 
with Agnes — ^^ and,'' he continued, " break 
to her the heavy news ; yet tarry not, for 
dear lives hang upon your haste." 
. *^ Bless thee, old man !" said the youth, 
in the virtuous enthusiasm of the moment, 
*' for pointing out aught in which I can aid 
this proscribed family ; and to the utmost of 
iny strength will I fulfil all thy directions." 
He bade the magistrate a hasty farewell. 
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as he turned from him to be gone, while 
eyery pulse beat high, and his idieeks, lately 
so pile, were flushed with the e^er hope of 
saving the remaining i^ms of the unfortu* 
nate Coimtess. But he had much interest- 
ed hb elderly friend, and he caught him by 
the arm. 

** Be cautious, young man," said he, ^^ my 
greater experience Uds me warn you, thiA 
you are about to tread on slippery ground. 
Take heed lest you involve yourself in 
the ruin your kind heart would avert from 
others." 

^' I shall use as much caution, at least," 
returned the spirited youth, " as will, I 
trust, secure the safety of those I go to sue- 
cour ; and for my own, I shall take my 
chance. I thank you, however, sir," he said, 
" for your kindly advice ;" and releasing his 
arm from the grasp of his friend, he disap^ 
peared. 

The worthy magistrate observed that 
Adam still remained on the ground, and 
offered him his assistance to rise ; but in 
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vain, ftiHT it was seeonded by mo effi^rts of 
his own ; and he at length lif);ed up his 
feeble frame in his arms, and placed him in 
the ^air of state at the head of the table, 
in which the .King had sat, as the easiest 
resting-place for his infirmities. He had 
scarcely performed this adb of humanity, 
wboi the people &r whom he had sent en- 
tered, and began their mournful task. 

Among those assembled, were the Laird 
x)f TuUibrandon, and hisJ)rother Sir Mun- 
go, who, after having assisted in dispersing 
the multitude, were attracted to the spot by 
their selfish views, and failed not to throw 
out certain remarks on the treason of the 
brothers ; which, as they reached the ears 
of the feeble old Adam, appeared to recal 
him to recollection ; for his lips trembled, 
and his eyes sent forth indignant flashes, 
such as an expiring lamp emits when it is 
upon the verge of sinking into darkness. 
But he continued silent, though he still 
apparently regarded what was passing, un- 
til the surgeons, who had been command- 
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ed to embalm the bodies, that they might 
thus be preserved till the next meeting of 
the Parliament, made the first incision on 
that of the Earl, when a shudder seized 
his frame, and he laid down bis aged head 
on the table. 

Little notice was taken of the old mxa 
after this, till the whole melancholy busi- 
ness was over, when they endeavoured to 
rouse him, and it was perceived that he had 
breathed forth his faithful spirit at the feet 
of his noble masters* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

O, vain distinctioii of exalted state ! 
No nuik ascends above the reach of care. 
No dignity can shield a Queen from woe. 
Despotic nature's stronger sceptre rules, 
And pain and pasmon in her right prevail. 

JEari of Essex, 

The young Laird of Restalrig urged his 
favourite steed to its fleetest pace, availing 
himself of his knowledge of the topography 
of the country through which he passed, to 
shorten the distance between St Johnstoun 
and the house of the ferryman who was to 
put him across the Frith. Before he reached 
this place, the wind had fortunately abated, 
and the moon shone forth at intervals, so that 
an additional douceur, promptly applied, pre- 
vaUed on the boatman, without much trou- 
ble, to land him on the opposite shore ; and 
H 2 
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continuing his speedy he ^rived a short 
time before midnight at the principal en- 
trance to the Palace of Holyrood, where, 
announcing himself as a special messenger 
sent to the Lady Beatrix Ruthven, who 
must see herself immediately, he was ad- 
mitted by the guard, and directed to enter 
the Palace, and wait till she should be 
made acquainted with his arrival. Brief 
space, however, elapsed, before he was sum- 
moned to follow a person, who conducted 
him to a room where the young lady wait- 
ed for him in the utmost anxiety. This 
apartment formed an and-room to the sleep- 
ing- chamber of the Queen, where Lady 
Beatrix had been in attendance on hex 
Majesty who was about to retire to rest 
It was not till he actually stood bdfbre the 
i^ter of the two murdered young noblanen, 
that tlie yOQth felt the full difficulty of the 
task wbieb he had undertaken to perform, 
and the utter impossibility of aocc»nplishing 
it* The idea of a bold expedient, however, 
came to his aid, which nothing but the ur- 
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gency of the case^ and his own over-wrought 
feelings, could have given him confidence 
to put in practice, fie was instantly re- 
e<^mzed by Beatdx, to whom lae presented 
t^ letter be had ^received firom old Adam, 
winch she was proceeding to open, when 
the young man entreated her attention for 
a moment. " I have been this day at Falk- 
land," he said; ''^and my pcmcipal business 
here is with the Qoeen ; I am the bear^ 
of tidings £01 her private ear; and it is 
neeessary I shoold see her without delay. 
Yon wiU ther^ose pardon, lady, my having 
Mide l^iat letter my pretext for procairing 
an iB(terview with you, through whose means 
1 can only hope to speak with her Majes- 
ty, it bdng of infinite consequence, that I 
should be see^ by .as few as possible in this 
place, and recc^i^^ by nane." 

The agitation of the young man, while 
he spoke^ was so apparent, that Beatrix 
looked on him with a fearM presentiment 
** This letter," she said, " I trust, brings 
no disastrous tidings ?" 
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" Not that I am aware a(, lady,** he re- 
turned ; " but I entreat you to make known 
my request to the Queen.** 

" You have relieved me from a load of 
fearful apprehension/' said Beatrix ; *^ and 
I go instantly to inform her Majesty of your 
desire ;*' and she darted into the next apart- 
ment. 

The young man waited little more thato 
a minute, till the Queen entered with Lady 
Beatrix. HehadneverbeforeseenherMajes. 
ty ; and, on any other occasion, Would have felt 
the timidity natural to his extreme youth, 
on finding himself in her presence ; but 
now all personal feelings were swallowed up 
in the intense interest he experienced for the 
unfortunate family he sought to succour ; 
and he knelt at the Queen's fe6t the instant 
she appeared, more in the agony of his im- 
patience to entreat her to let him speak 
with her alone, than to render the respect 
to royalty, which he knew was customary. 

Her Majesty appeared startled by the 
extreme vehemence with which he 'uiged 
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his request^ and surprised at the guise in 
whieh he appeared in her presence. For 
the furious speed mth which he had ridden, 
had thrown the splashes of mud as far as 
his shoulders, while his boots and nether 
g^ments could not be distinguished for the 
mass of soil that adhered to them. His 
hair .was uncurled, and from its lank locks, 
as well as from his garments, the rain de- 
scended in drops to the floor, owing to his 
haying encountered a heavy thunder-shower 
once crossing the Frith. 

" Rise, young man,** said her Majesty, 
** and speak at once what you have to im- 
part ; I may be considered alone, while only 
attended by this lady, from whom her Queen 
keeps no secrets ; — and you may retire to 
that light, meanwhile, my dear Beatrix, 
and read your letter." 

** If any one remains with your Majesty, 
and I cannot say that which I would, the 
consequences will be dreadful," said the ha- 
rassed young man, with mingled impatience 
and solemnity, reverting in his own mind to 
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the necessity there was thalt no time i^uU 
be lost in t^ acoomp&hmeut cf his misskm 
to Dirltoo. 

*^ This is very extraordtnary, indeed," 
Baid the Quieen, whose eounteiutnoe began 
to assume tJiat hangfatiness which so ^o&g- 
ly marked it when offibnded, *^ that a sti^ 
ling; su^ as thou art, cflioiiid tMscbey the 
amunand of your Qaeen, and keep h(sr so 
long in suspense with n^rd to what yvm 
hearing seems to say bo neady. eonomus 
her. I command you again to make kwm 
iiratantly what you haire to ooocnnvnieate.'' 

** Oh, for the Icfve of Heaveo !" ejacu- 
lated l3ae haHlo-aeed hoy, whose perpl^- 
ty and distmss had now reached th^ very 
acme — ^ For the lore ^f hmmanity, ^»1 
her away ; it is her the tidifigs concern, Jtud 
it would kill her to hear them." H/q sidd 
1^ in a whisper^ going ^dmost close up to 
the Queen, whoi, iseemingly much struck by 
his words, turned instaiMJy to Lady Bea* 
trix. 

'' This is the moat ohstinate. stripMng,'' 
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she said, '^ whom thou hast introdoced to vm^ 
Beatrix that we ever encountered ; he still 
most migallantly insists on your d^arture, 
ther^ore leave ub for a brief space/' 

Lady Beatrix appeared so mudb interest- 
ed in the contents of the letter which she 
was pausing, as scarcely to have heard what 
the Queen said ; bnt she raised her eyei^ 
and comprehended by the action of her 
Majesty, who waved her hand toward the 
door of her chamb^, that her attendance 
was dispensed with, and instantly with*- 
drew. 

""VHow shall I frame my words/' sui 
young Bestalrig, " to inform your Majesty 
of the heavy tidings I bear &r that miser- 
able young lady ? — Her two dder bredirm 
have been accused of treason, and were both 
slain this day in the Earl's own house at 
St Johnstoun, in the presence of hisMajesty 
and sundry of his attendants*'* 

When the yoimg man had nttered these 
words, he became terrified by the paleness 
of the Queen's coimtenaaoe, as she dragged 
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her limbs with difficulty to a chair, and 
sunk into it, exhibiting, as he thought, a 
strong tendency to swoon ; and in the alarm 
of the moment, be was about to call for 
aid. She seemed, however, to fear this, and 
said faintly, " Do not alarm any "one, but 
tell me quickly the nature of the treason 
of whidb they were accused, and by whose 
hands they fell." 

"It is alleged,'' returned the youth, 
*' that they had decoyed the King under a 
false pretence to St Johnstoun, with intent 
to murder him, and that they fell by the 
hands of his attendants, while making the 
attempt." 

" It is false as the fiends who did the 
deed !" said the Queen, with a fervour which 
seemed to rouse her from the feintness 
that had before overpowered her. — ** 0, 
wretched woman that I am !" she exclaim- 
ed, clasping her hands together with a vio- 
lent gesture ; " why am I doomed to bring 
daBtruction on the noblest and the best! 
The princely Murray — ^the gay and gene- 
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rous Ruthven — and his noble brother. — 
But/* she continued, with increased vehe- 
mence, " I will no longer submit tamely to 
be made the pretence for such monstrous 
crimes ; I will be revenged ; and James shall 
learn to fear a suspected and insulted con- 
sort — I shame to call myself the wife of 
such a craven hypocrite !" 

Having thus given vent to her feelings, 
thQ Queen sunk into a state of suffering, 
in which sorrow and indignation strove for 
tlie mastery, and the burning tears chased 
each other down her cheeks. 

Restalrig was struck with amazement 
and horror at what he heard and saw, for 
he was totally ignorant of the circumstan- 
ces to which she alluded, as also of the cus- 
tomary contempt in which she held the low 
and cunning policy of her spouse. He, there- 
fore, very naturally concluded, that the sud- 
den knowledge of the untimely and bloody 
fate of the brothers had affected her brain, 
and he began to experience dreadful appre- 
hension of what might be the consequence 
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4^ his rashness ; particularly as lie could not 
be ignorant that she roust run n dangerous 
jdsk firom any cause that violently agitated 
her; the period of which we are speaking, be- 
ifig ^XHit three months before the birth of 
her second son, the unfortunate Charles the 
First of England. 

As these thoughts came across the young 
man, he became almdiBt fratitic, and again 
attempted to call her attendants, but ^ 
so peremptorily forbade him, t^t, not da- 
ring to disobey, he stood gazing upon her 
with pity and terror, in which, notwith- 
si^mding his contaidiiig feelings, admira- 
tion largdy mingled, for she bad perhaps 
neyer appeared to such adrani^e m sUe 
mm ii&d in thei^ moments of natural sor- 
row and ment^ struggle. Her person was 
wrapt in a long and loose robe of plaiu 
white satin, whidi she wi»ie as a dressicg 
gown— hear golden baar, which had beai 
disencnmbered for the night ^ its usual 
ridi ornaments, falling unconfined over her 
shoulders, her beauti&l bands and arm^^ 



d by Google 



ST JOHNBTOITN. 187 

were iww seen and now hidd^ by the wide 
sleeves of her dress, as she raised them in 
the energy of feeling, or let them fall in 
despair; while her features, from which 
the traces of vanity and the assumptions of 
arrogance had ied, were touched with a 
sofhiess foreign to their general expresi^ion, 
as her half-dosed blue eyes, oppressed with 
anguish, spoke a mind on which grief had 
stamped her image. 

The young man knew not what to do ; 
but, prompted by the natuml kindness of 
his disposition, he attempted to utter some 
iflyeoherent words of Gomfi>rt, wbidi vfere 
lendered nearly unintelligible by the strong 
s^se he began to entertain of his most ex^ 
traordinary situation ; for that he, a mere 
boy, who had nev«r before that day looked 
upon the fSuse of royalty, should now, as by 
the power of enchantment, be standing at so 
late an hour alone in the presence of his 
Queen, the only person to witness her feel- 
ings of sorrow, and hear her words of dis- 
traction, appeared to him more like a dream 
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than the sober truths of waking reality. 
Yet in this perplexity of intellect, caused 
by the quick coming incidents of the most 
eventful day of his short life, be could never 
for a moment forget the time he was losing, 
so valuable to the remaining brothers of 
Cowrie ; and at length, becoming nervous- 
ly impatient of the delay, and perceiving 
her Majesty, as he thought, somewhat less 
agitated, he ventured, though shaking the 
while in every limb, lest he should increase 
what he had mistaken ^r the symptoms of 
mental derangement in her Majesty, to say, 
that he had received a hint of evil preme« 
ditated against the two remaining sons of 
the Countess of Growrie, and related his 
intention of proceeding to Dirlton ; but 
that having tired his own horse, he must, 
in order to put his plan of saving them in 
execution, request her Majesty's orders to 
replace it by one from the royal stables. 

** Fly instantly to the Countess, young 
man," said the Queen, rising hastily from 
her chair ; ** but stay,** she saidy extending 



II 
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her hand to him, ^^ sweai* that you will ne- 
ver divulge what you have this night seen 
and heard, and accept the thanks of your 
Queen and her poor Beatrix for your noble 
exertions.** 

The youth, whom these words convinced 
of his mistake with regard to the state of 
the Queen's mind, knelt, and touching her 
Majesty's hand with his lips, vowed most 
solemnly never to name to mortal ear what 
had passed. 

** Now,** said the Queen, " send here the 
person whom you will find attending in the 
room beyond this, and a horse shall await 
you in a few miiiutes.** 

The boy, like a bird released from his 
cage, darted toward the door by which he 
had entered ; and despatching to the Queen 
from the adjoining apartment the person 
mentioned by her, awaitedhis return, which 
was almost instant 

" Follow me, young sir," said he, taking 
up a lamp, and descending the stairs to a 
small room at the foot ; when^ speaking to 
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some one within it, he demanded a ciq> of 
wine, which he presented to young Restal- 
rig, who haying gladly accepted this refresh- 
ment, followed him to tbestaUes, wh^e he 
was quickly accommodated by him with a 
horse, which carried him with such speed, 
that, ere morning dawned, the two remain- 
ing sons of the House of Ruthven had kft 
their mother's house for Englaml, in whidh 
country they were protected by its Queen 
dupng her life. 

Of the life and fate of the stripling who 
thus magnanimously secured their safety, if 
this tale is not doomed to utter obfiyi(m, 
the reader may chance to hear more at a fii^ 
ture period ; one of the r^naining manu- 
scripts in our possession, being a rdati(m oi 
the circumstances of his eventful life. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Know je t!ie land, wliere na pain and no sorrow 

ShaU darken the brow, or shall bow down the head; 
Where no grief of to-day, and no thought of the morrow. 

Shall reach the glad heart, or appal it with dread ?— 
Kbow ye tbe land of the spurits of peace, 
Where the jjbys never lessen, tbe hymns never cease ? 
Where the friends of our bosom, here lost in the tomb, 
ShaH meet ns again, ever freed ft'om its gloom ? 
Whm'e the hearts now divided, united shall rest. 
And be heal'd of their woes in the bowers of the blest? 
Where the tear shall not quench the bright beam of the eye ; 
Wher6 hopes here destroy *d meet fruition on high ; 
And spirit with spirit in love ovfy vie ? 
Where the mom shall arise on the night of the grave; 
And the arm that chastised be extended to save ? — 
'Tit tiie home of the just— "Us the region of Truth — 
Where her children shaU dwell, ever blooming in yaath.-^ 
Oh, dearer than aught to the sorrow-worn soul, 
Are the dreams of that land^ and the hopes of that goal ! 

Imitation of Lord Bynm*s JBride ofJlbydos. 

We now return to Lady Agnes, whom 
we have of necessity left while recording 
the disastrous events that deprived Scotland 
of two of her brightest ornaments. 
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After leaving the Incb, she hurried home, 
as before related, influenced by a consider- 
able share of curiosity, not unmixed with 
fear; and, on her arrival at Dame Nor- 
ton'$, found, to her inexpressible surprise, 
that the person who had warned her to re- 
tire was Euphan of the Craigs, who already 
awaited her there, accompanied by her son ; 
both of whom she had been told by Lau- 
rence, on her way from Craigmillar, were 
departed with her aunt. But if she was 
surprised at their unexpected appearance, 
she was still more so when they informed 
her, that the Abbess had not yet left the 
country. For the vessel, overtaken by a 
second storm after passing St Abb's Head, 
was driven back; and the sa^rs being 
well acquainted with the harbour of Dun- 
bar, (where they had lain a considerable 
time, for the ship to undergo some repairs, 
after landing thq Earl's baggie at St 
Johnstoun,) steered her for that port, be- 
ing unable to run her up the Frith of 
Forth. 

12 
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Having once more come to land in Scot- 
knd, the Abbess prevailed on the master 
of the sloop not to depart again until she 
was ready to accompany him. Being de- 
termined to make another effort to carry 
Lady Agnes with her, she dispatched Fa- 
ther Leonard to Holjrrood, supposing her 
niece still there, to concert measures with 
the Jesuit, which would enable her to join 
her at Dundee. 

When the Father arrived at Holyrop^, 
the Jesuit informed him of his having re- 
leased Agnes from Craigmillar, (where he 
allowe^ him to believe she had been detain- 
ed by the contrivance of the King and 
Rathsay,) and made known to him her 
abode at St Johnstoun^ from which place 
her joining the Abbess at Dundee would 
be comparatively easy. For the Jesuit, ha- 
ving fulfilled his purpose of inflaming, by 
means of her flight from Craigmillar, the ha- 
tred and suspicion of Rathsay against Cow- 
rie, and expecting the result of the King's vi- 

VOL. HI. i 
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sit to the Earl to terminate as it did, was 
not unwilling to have Lady Agnes conunit^ 
ted to the care of her aunt, now that she 
had become no longer necessary to his plans. 
He therefore informed the Father of his 
Majesty's intention of going immediately 
to Falkland, and advised the instant re- 
moval of Agnes, lest she should by any 
means be discovered by Rathsay or the 
King whilst in the neighbourhood. 

On receiving this information and coun- 
sel, the old man returned to Dundee as 
quiddy as his infirmities would permit; 
but, from the unusual length of the jour- 
ney he had undertaken, he was unable to 
proceed, and the Abbess was at length obli- 
ged to send old Euphan and her son, who 
did not arrive, as has been seen, owing to 
the delay occasioned by Father Leonard, 
till the day of the King's visit to St John- 
stoun. 

Upon inquiring for Mable Norton, Eu- 
phan learned, that she had quitted her 
house, with the two young women who 
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Mved with her, and with whom she was 
then on the South Inch. She then imme- 
diately lepaired to the spot ; and, singling 
out thiee women who stood together as 
diose of whom she had come in search^ her 
penetration soon discovered Lady Agnes, 
whom she was enaUed to warn of the King's 
approach, from having accidentally heard 
tiie messenger of the Master of Ruthven 
tell it to one of his fellow-servants as he 
passed on through the crowd. 

This unlooked-for intelligence threw Lady 
Agnes into an agony of perplexity and dis« 
tress; hut these sensations, which were but 
as a drop of water to the ocean, were quick- 
ly swallowed up in the fatal knowledge of 
Gowrie's murder ; which, reducing the ill- 
&ted Agnes to a state of insensibility, ena- 
bled Euphan and Alice to provide for her 
safety, by removing her, as soon as the fiiry 
of the dements abated, with the assistance 
of Walter, to a boat, which, conveying 
diem down the Tay, lodged them on board 
the foreign sloop. Being then speedily join«v 
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ed by the Abbess and Father Leonard, the 
vessel once more put out to sea, and soon 
left the sh^es pf Scotland far behind. 

Agnes continued in tlot state of fixed 
amd mute despair which ever siux^eda the 
decided and mortal strokes of destiny. It 
was in vain lliat tl^ Abbess exerted the 
eloquence of her feeling heart ta sooth her, 
or that the holy Father poured forth the 
consolations of her &ith,— ^the soul of Ag- 
nes was deaf to the voice of the charmer„ 
and she listened without tmderstan^ng. 
Yet they observed, that, as &r as bodily 
suffieriEg went, she bore the long voyage 
better than themselves ; for there was that 
within which bade defiance to all lesser 
evils, and she would sit for hours on the 
dedc of the vessel, gazing on the vast ocean 
with tearl^s eyes, revdving deep and mo- 
mentous thoughts. But she was ni»t striving 
with her &.te ; worldly hope and mortal ex- 
istence were alike leavii^ her. When, how- 
ever, she at length entered the portals of 
the mouMtic pile, she hailed it as the last 
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^£s^ of her pilgrimage, and as the poT<Ji 
of heaven. The fair skies of Italy, so dif- 
ferent from those of her native land, seeqi- 
ed to beam upon her, in earnest <rf her near- 
er approach to that land where the clouds 
of sorrow shall be dispersed for ever ; while 
the full tide of harmony that arose from 
the soft voices of the choral nuns, seemed 
as if it bore her upwards with it. A super- 
natural tranquillity took possession of her 
soul, and her features spoke peace unutter- 
able, while the vital spark was fast extin- 
guishing, the beauteous body returning to 
the dust, and the spirit ascending to him 
who gave it. 

This was visible to all ; and the Abbess, 
who had so long conquered all worldly de- 
sares, was resigned to the stroke; for she 
dared not murmur at losing her, whom she 
considered as redeemed by miracle from the 
perdition of uniting her fate with a heretic. 
She sought comfort in the thought, that 
she would die in the full exercise of all the 
rites of her religion, blessed by its consola- 
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tidns, and upheld by its assurances, — aAct 
the holy Mother knew that she herself was 
fast treading the same path. But poor Afice, 
the companion of her ehiUhood^ and the 
humble sister of her affection, whom no 
dangers and no distance could deter &om 
following her, prayed without comfort, and 
wept without hope. Nor was it till several 
years after her return to Scotland, when her 
imfortunate lady had long been at rest, and 
she herself involved in the cares of a wife 
and a mother, which gave a new tium to 
her ideas, that she could think of her wiffa*^ 
out the most poignant sorrow, or mention 
her without tears. 

The p^aeefulness of the cloister, where 
old Euphan was retained during her life by 
the Abbess, and the satisfiu^tion she req)ed 
from the parf(Hinance of the masses for the 
souls of her lost family, together with the 
society of her son, who was constantly em- 
ployed in the extensive gardens of the con- 
vent, seemed to bestow on her mind a great- 
er measure of forgetfidness of the past, ud. 
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Enjoyment of the present^ than might have 
b^ expected. 



Being about to bid adieu to our readers^ 
we must, we presume, give some account of 
the other characters who have figured in this 
History ; but as the ancient manuscript at 
this point grew somewhat long and tire- 
some, we have thought it proper to con- 
dense its details within the compass of a 
few pages. 

We have said, that our clerical host was 
appointed by his Majesty to the pastoral 
care of a parish ; and now have only to add, 
that he obtained the reputation of a faith- 
ful and diligent expounder of the Gospel, 
and that he was frequently invited by the 
lairds within his spiritual jurisdiction, to 
partake of their good cheer; — while no 
doudnow intervening between our quon- 
dam hostess and her dignity, she shone 
forth in the full splendour of her rank. Nor 
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had she mudi cause to r^et her removal 
from the Hostel of Loretto on the score of 
profit ; for since the arrival of her profligate 
SOD, she had not been able to save a single 
coin, it being all she could accomplish to 
conceal from him the sum she had placed 
at interest, iii4iich* as she had made it by 
her own industry^ she omsidered honestly 
her own. 

On her leaving the ina, after the death 
of the Earl of Gowrie, Laurence changed 
his plan of returning to Italy, and employ* 
ed part of the sum giyen him by the Jesuit^ 
as the recompence o( his villainy, in stock- 
ing the cellars of the old Hostel with the 
choicest liquors ; in large potations of which 
he was in the constant practice of drowning 
the qualms of conscience, when he thought 
of the share he had taken in betraying his 
noble master. Thus living the life of a sot, 
he also died the death of one; for, being 
swollen to incredible dimensions, his breath 
was finally obstructed by a fit of apoplexy^ 
at a premature age. 
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The honest fishennan, Nicol Partan, on 
the contrary, having his health preserved 
by temperance, survived to a good old age ; 
eontinuing to live with his daughter, whose 
tocher did not fail to procure her a husband, 
til], being too old to gain his bread on the 
face of the waters, his dne£ employment wa9 
tSiat of attending to his granddiildren, and 
entertaining them and his neighbours with 
his former adventures. 

Doctor Herbal Uved but a short time to 
enjoy the knighthood and lands conferred 
upon him in requital of his assistance in 
the bloody massacre of the 5th of August. 

Not so Rathsay ; whose knighthood, con- 
ferred at the same time with Herbal's, served 
but as a prologue to the titles of viscount 
and earl, which were quickly, one after ano- 
ther, bestowed upon him by his Majesty, 
after ascending the throne of England. — 
There, Kathsay maintained the character 
of an honourable nobleman with all, sav^ 
sttdi of his M^esty's subjects as obstinate- 
ly persevered in their disbelief of the Gow- 
i2 
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rie contiHracjr^ These parscms, however^ Imp' 
pening to be a large majority of the li^es, 
especially in Scotland, subtracted somewhat 
from his fair feme, as it did also from the 
content of his Royal Master, who never 
ceased to murmur at this perversity 0f his 
people, till the year 1608, when the fact of 
theEarPs conspiracy was mconfe^'i/yproved 
by the evidence of a single witness ; who, 
having wisely kept the secret till all the 
parties implicated were dead, and thus ex- 
empted himself from any fear of contradio- 
tion, was immediately hung up, in token of 
the hearty belief aitertained of his veracity 
by his judges. 

Here we may also mention, that the 
threats of the Queen, uttared in the hear- 
ing of young Restalrig, were not the mere 
breathings of a sudden and passing indig* 
nation ; for this high*spirited woman, short- 
ly after the disastrous end of the two gallant 
brothers, put herself at the head of a fac- 
tion, whose aim it was to recal from abroad 
Francis Stuart, the banished Earl of Both- 
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well, that he might become the castigator 
of her lord and master. How the comple- 
tbn of this design was prevented, does not 
aj^ear ; but it is well known, that even less 
than their usual cordiality subsisted between 
James and his consort ever after this period, 
and that her Majesty continued her friend- 
ship to the Lady Beatrix, in direct opposi- 
tion to the will of the King, after the noble 
name and family of Ruthven had been ex- 
terminated to the full extent of tyrannical 
power; 

The King did not fail to reward the Je- 
suit with pecuniary benefits, on which his 
towering spirit put small value, while he 
continued, after the death of old Heroh- 
shaw, to hold the place of Master Falconer, 
as a cloak to his office of spy on the actions 
of James, and until his removal to England, 
in 1603, — an event to which he had look- 
ed forward with such sanguine hopes. But 
these hopes began to abate, and his spirits 
to flag, when, during the first year of his 
accession to the English throne, the pur- 
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poses of James were unfolded,— ^^and he be^ 
held, with amazement and rage, the laws 
firamedby Eliaabeth strictlyexecuted ag^nst 
the Catholics. His was not the spirit to 
brook tamely the fell of his lofty sdiemes ; 
and, in 1604, he secretly instigated, by the 
most artful means, the infatuated Catesby 
to enter into that well-known conspiracy, 
which, by the destruction of every indivi- 
dual of -the three Estates of Parliament at 
one blow, had for its aim the realization of 
all their visionary hopes of /a Catholic go- 
vernment. This was a design well* worthy 
of the powers of darkness whom he had so 
long served ; and had it succeeded, woidd, 
cm the death of the Superior of the Jesuits, 
have invested him with that influence, 
which it had been the study of his life to 
obtain. But, while elated by his hitherto 
successful villainy, and blinded in the pur- 
suit of ambition, it was fated to be his 
ruin ; and, in righteous retribution, it was 
ordained, that he should reap the reward 
of his many crimes. For, on the failure of 
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the Gunpowder Plot, he fled with Catesby 
and Percy into Warwickshire, where they 
all three shared the same fate,— being shot 
in a vain attempt to withstand a party sent 
to apprehend them. 
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LETTER 

FROM 

PEEEGEINE ROVER, Ebq. 

TO 

TACITUS TORPEDO, E«q. 



My dear Torpedo, 
You, who are accustomed to the 
eccentric motions of your friend, will 
not be surprised to perceive, that this 
epistle is dated from the capital of 
Scotland. On the contrary, it is pro- 
bable, after the many months that 
have elapsed since you last heard from 
me, that you may have expected my 
wanderings to have been, as usual, 
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extended beyond the limits of our 
native island. And this undoubtedr- 
ly would have been the case, but for 
some particular circumstances which 
have kept me stationary here, and 
prevented a voyage to St Petersburgh 
which I had projected, by taking ship 
at Leith, after returning from a tour 
through the Highlands ; and where 
I should now have been, studying 
living men and manners, instead of 
recording the actions of people who 
existed more than two centuries ago, 
which is to be the present employ- 
ment of my pen. 

Know then, my dear friend, and 
be astonished at the information, that 
T, Peregrine Rover, have submitted 
to habits as sedentary as your own^ 
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and become for some time past a slave 
to the quiU^ that I may give to the 
world an authentic copy of a MS., 
which fell into my hands in a most 
extraordinary manner; and which, 
from my previous peregrinations in 
the land of second-«ight, oracular 
predictions, spirits, fairies, &c. I was 
almost induced to beheve was ma- 
naged by some such supernatural 
agency, — so strange were the inci- 
dents which led to its discovery, and 
tp my determination of making it 
public. 

Now, to relate all things in order; 
I must inform you, that, on my re- 
turn from the Highlands, I took 
Perth in my way ; where being in- 
troduced to two of its most learned 
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antiquaries, they very civilly vohm^ 
teered to act as my guides, and ex- 
plain to me the many things worthy 
of notice in their town, and its en- 
virons. 

I soon found, however, that it 
would have tended more toward the 
peaceM enjoyment of my walks, had 
I been accompanied by only one of 
them at a time; for these obliging 
old gentlemen unhappily differed so 
much with regard to dates and local- 
ities, that the one generally flatly 
contradicted the other, and left me 
between them to form my own con- 
jectures on the matter in dispute ; 
except when the fierceness of their 
contests arose to such an alarming 
height as to menace their laying vio- 
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lent hands on eadi other, on which 
occasions, giving the point in conten- 
tion to the winds, my whole attention 
was turned toward the restoration of 
tranquillity, and the protection of 
their several wigs. One dispute be- 
tween them, however, raged so furi- 
ously, that all my endeavours to pro- 
cure peace proved ineffectual, till 
they had fairly exhausted themselves 
in vociferating the thousand and one 
arguments brought by each, respect- 
ing the exact spot on which the de- 
cisive battle was fought between the 
Bomans and Caledonians, in the time 
orthe Emperor Domitian, and where 
Agricola remained master of the field 
— one affirming that it took place at 
Comrie, and the other asseverating 
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tibat it hdf^ned near to Blairgowrie 
And here I may mention, that this 
latter opinion appears to me ihe most 
probable; as, about two miles west 
o£ that pla(^, an oblong square, said 
to be the Eoman Vallum, is in the 
immediate neighbourhood of nume^ 
rous tumuli, ^ving evident symptwns 
of its having once been the scene of 
a battle ; but whether of that fought 
between Agricola and Galgacus, will 
now^ in all probability, never be as- 
certained, in sjate of the firm belief 
of one of the old sages in its favour. 
But, to enter more immediately 
into the train of the story which I 
purpose giving you, — ^for I have hi^ 
therto been wofully digressing frcm 
it,^ — I must pass over the many cu- 
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rious vestiges of antiquity, whidb 
abound in Perth and its nei^bour- 
hood, and say, that in none of them 
did I feel so mueh interested as ia> 
the remains of the palace of the 
ButlivenSy where the murder of the 
last Earl of Cowrie and his brother 
took place. 

Having previously read aU the dif- 
ferent accounts given by our histo* 
nans of this mysterious afl^, and 
which, being somewhat contradicto- 
ry, give so feir an occasion for ccm- 
troversy, 1 was not a little surprised 
to find the utmost harmony in opi- 
nion subsisting between my two 
gaides on the subject of the Gowrie 
conqiiracy, which they both roundly 
affirmed to have been the contrivance 
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of King James ; bringing forward, in 
proof of this belief, many traditional 
stories — shewing me the charter of 
confirmation, granted by him, of the 
rights and privileges of the town of 
Perth— the decreet obtained j&om 
him, by the burgh of Perth, against 
the burgh of Dundee, respecting their 
contested rights, shortly after the 
alleged conspiracy — ^and, likewise, a 
MS, Chronicle, still preserved in the 
town, which states, that King James 
VI. came to Perth on the 15th day 
of April, 1601, and was made Provost 
of that town ; on which occasion he 
partook of a banquet at the Market- 
cross, where there were eight pun- 
cheons of wine drunk dry. He at 
the same time subscribed the guild- 
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book with his own hand, Jacobus Reiv, 
parcere suhjectis^ et debellare superbos. 
That he then also gave a considerable 
sum of money in grant to the hospi^ 
tal for the poor at Perth, which was 
kept secret for a number of years ; 
b^g, as is supposed, appropriated 
during that time as a bribe to the 
people who were possessed of influ« 
ence in the town, the King having 
given no charter for it, or in any man- 
ner instructed the ministers or elders, 
who had the management of the in- 
stitution, in his having made such a 

gift. 

From these circumstances the two 
old gentlemen drew such inferences 
as were seemingly to be deduced from 
the facts ; that is, that had the King 



d by Google 



816 CONCLUDING LETTEE. 

been innocent, it was much mote 
likely, that the town where such a 
diabolical conspiracy had been hatch- 
ed would have become the object of 
his averaon, than that he should, so 
soon after, have chosen to honour it 
with such marks of his especial fo- 
vour as he had never granted to any 
other place in his dominions ; more 
especially as he knew full well, how 
much the Earl of Cowrie, and his 
progenitors, had been the objects of 
the inhabitants' devoted attachment^ 
and how roughly they were inclined 
to handle him on the day of the Earl's 
death, — ^at which time the men of 
Dundee, over whom he had since 
given them so decided a victory, were 
under arms to march to his rescue. . 

13 
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All these things considered, I could 
not but join with my two old Mends 
in supposing, that James's favour to 
Perth was meant to conciliate the 
town's-people, and silence the fama 
damosa. But, as it has been truly 
said " none are all ill," we may even 
suppose, that the King mi^t pursue 
this course as a salvo to his conscience 
fiw the injury he had done the peo- 
jde of this place, in depriving them 
of the protecting influence of a fami- 
ly, who, it appears, had been studious 
of their interest for many past gene- 
rations ; which supposition is strictly 
m conformity with his versatile cha- 
racter, (in so far, at least, as I have 
beoi able to comprehend it ;) in illus- 
tratH>n of which take an anecdote of 

VOL. III. K 
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the relentings of his nature, as related 
by Arthur Wilson, in his " History 
of Great Britain," which has just oc- 
curred to my memory : — 

This Prince, when in England, ha- 
ving lost some papers relative to a 
Spanish treaty, fell into such a pas- 
sion with an old attendant in his bed- 
chamber, named Gib, whom he had 
carried with him from Scotland, on 
the charge of his having mislaid them, 
that, on its being refuted by Gib, he 
reviled him in the most opprobrious 
manner, and who kneeling, the more 
earnestly to protest his innocence, re- 
ceived a kick from his Royal Master. 
This indignity raised the spirit of the 
attendant, who reminded the King, 
that,having served him faithfiiUy from 
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his youth, he had little deserved such 
recompence ; and^risingfrom his knees, 
expressed the determination to live no 
longer with him, since he could not 
do so without being subjected to such 
disgrace ; on which he left his pre- 
sence to return to Scotland. Soon af- 
ter his departure, another attendant, 
with whom the King had intrusted 
the papers, hearing of what had hap- 
pened, brought them to his Majesty, 
who immediately sent post after Gib, 
swearing neither to eat, drink, nor 
sleep, till he had seen his face again. 
On his entrance into the chamber, his 
Majesty kneeled down, protesting he 
would never rise from that posture 
till his old servant had forgiven the 
unmerited insults he had received; 
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and although Gib modestly dedined 
arrogating to himself such power over 
his Eoyal Master, yet would he not 
move from his humble attitude until 
the words of ramssiosi were pronoun- 
ced. 

Nor is this sort of ccmduct at ^ 
unusual with people of inconsddarate 
and hasty tempers, of which our owb 
observation may have convinced us. 
For my own part, I am acquainted 
with a gentleman of this tempera- 
ment, whom the waiters at a certain 
hotel which he frequents are said to 
be in the practice of provoking to be- 
stow injurious usage upon them, that 
they may be nourished by the golden 
showers of his penitential relentings, 
which never fail to ctescend upon them 
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after his fit of passion is gone by, as 
naturally as the rain falls after a thun- 
derstorm. 

I would therefore argue, that there 
is nothing out of the way, provided we 
allow him to have been the aggressor, 
in the King's taking such methods as 
have been related, to efl^oe tibe sense 
of injury from the minds of the inha- 
bitants of Perth, and to appease^ in 
scmie measure, his own wounded con^ 
sdence. But, if we suppose him in- 
noofflit, we must for ever remain at a 
loss for a clue to his conduct. For, is 
it to be credited by common sense, 
that he, who was ever so feverishly 
alive to the dread of treachery, would 
have so soon trui$ted himself in the 
midst of a town, where, if Gowrie had 
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laid a plot against his life, some of his 
accomplices, it is more than probable, 
might still remain ? Or is it consist- 
ent with the usual conduct of him, 
who condemned so many to death, 
on the absurd supposition of their 
wishing to injure him by the means 
of charms and incantations, that he 
should become thus suddenly forgi- 
ving and placable ? Or did it savour 
of the tender mercies of him, who, in 
short, never failed to pimish, with the 
utmost rigour, all who committed the 
most trivial offence against his person 
or authority,— as witness the instances 
recorded in " Arnqt's CriminalTrials,'' 
which, without searching further, may 
be taken as very sufficient specimens 
to uphold the truth of what I am ad- 
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vancing. In short, I do not recollect 
one instance in which, as the aggrie- 
ved party, he shewed any mercy to- 
ward the unfortunate culprit, save 
sometimes in the matter of the cabals 
raisedagainst himby thePopishLords, 
which appears to me to have been the 
eflfect of the wholesome fear he had 
before his eyes of their prowess, min- 
gled with a spice of contradiction to 
the clergy, in which he was fond of 
indulging. 

All these things considered, it ap- 
pears to me to surpass any ordinary 
comprehension why he should have 
taken the town of Perth so imme- 
diately under his particular protec- 
tion, or why, as I said before, he did 
not rather let the whole weight of his 
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indigimtion fall upon a city, vrbxxe 
principal citizen had made so atro- 
cious an attempt upon his life, , 

I shall also here mention anoth^ 
of what I consider the strongest evi- 
dences against the King,— the tes- 
timony given of the disbelief of his 
asseverations, so firmly maintained by 
that excellent and upright man, Mr 
Bobert Bruce. This minister, we aare 
infonned by Calderwood, on being 
urged to confess his belief in the ac^ 
count published by King James after 
the murder of Growrie, wrote a letter 
to the Town Coundl of Edinburgh, 
in which he declares, " That, in the 
chair of truth, by the grace of God, 
he is resolved to follow the word and 
spirit of truth,'' and therefore conti- 
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nued to persist in his refusal to ex- 
press his conviction of that which he 
doubted^ for which he underwent 
many persecnitions^ and was banish* 
ed from his native country. We are 
also informed, by the same authority, 
that, on the King's embarkation for 
D^imark at the time of his marriage, 
^ he willed Mr Bobert Bruce to be ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the coun- 
try, and proceedings of the Council^ 
professing that he had more confi- 
dence in him than in all his nobles/' 
And, in a letter written to him by 
the King while absent on that expe- 
ditipn, he confesses, '' He will be ob- 
liged to him while he liveth, for the 
travail he hath taken in his absence 
to keep th€L subject in order, and to 
k2 
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fight out the rest of his battle, see- 
ing he was to come home shortly with 
a greater courage.*' Thus it appears 
that Bruce must have had ample op- 
portunities, while so trusted and fii- 
voured by James, of forming a judg- 
ment of his character ; and what the 
result of his observations was, is plain- 
ly spoken in his reftisal to credit his 
word in a matter, where to doubt his 
veracity was virtually to accuse him 
of a flagrant crime. 

In this view of the subject, I found 
that I was not only joined by my two 
antiquarians, but also by nearly every 
one with whom I became acquainted 
during my sojourn of a fortnight in 
that ancient town. Ib^an now to per- 
ceive, that the popular t^plief of the 
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Earl of Gowrie*s innocence, grounded 
on the traditional accounts which pre- 
vail there, and in which they had been 
instructed from their youth, was the 
original cause of the hearty concur- 
rence of my two guides on this single 
subject, while, in all others, they ap- 
peared to make a point of differing 
from each other most materially, and, 
as I have related, in general most 
bitterly. Whether it was, therefore, 
from their amicable behaviour while 
discussing this point, which made 
their company more pleasant than 
ordinary, or from the extraordinary 
interest which I could not help taking 
in the old story of the unfortunate 
brothers, I know not ; but so it was, 
that I generally found myself stand* 
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ing mih the old genttemen^ at some 
hour of each day, near to Gowrie 
House, where I frequently pictured 
to mj^self the whole scene of thdr 
murder, while hearing j&om my in- 
structors some new circumatance in 
corroboration of what had become my 
fixed opinion of the treachery •of King 
James ; and so strong a hold did this 
story take of my mind, on a spot 
where so many people appeared still 
as much interested in the fate of these 
unfortunate yoimg men, as if the tra^ 
gedy of their death had recently tsr 
ken place, that it frequently led me 
to spend my evenings in reviving 
my recollections relating to them, by 
reading the different historical narra- 
tions of the circumstance ; and I was 
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particularlypleaaed by the convinciiig 
arguments used by Pinkerton, in his 
Dissertation on the Gowxie Conspba^ 
cy, as inserted by Laing in his His- 
tory of Scotland^ and. which that his* 
torian, according to my judgment, 
does not at all invalidate by his after 
recantation in regard to the letters of 
.Logan of Bestalrig^ — ^the whole evi* 
dence of their auth^aticity resting on 
two questions — ^First, Whether Sprott 
was so successfol an imitator of Bes^ 
talrig's writing, as to be able to de^ 
oeive those who were acquainted with 
his hand and style; and^ secondly, 
Whether there existed a suffid^it 
stimulus, on the part of tlie King and 
his parasites, to engage the wretdied 
man in such a scheme, to support the 
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testimony of the King in r^ard to the 
alleged plot. Now, that forgeries of 
writing, as suceessM as those in ques- 
tion, have frequently been executed, 
requires no proof, from the variety of 
such instances which have occurred. 
Neither does it seem to me that there 
can exist any doubt of its having been 
a most desirable and acceptable piece 
of service to the King to have the 
reaUty of the conspiracy thus vouch- 
ed, and, consequently, the truth of 
his assertions proved, in defiance of 
what we are informed had been the 
universal discredit in which they were 
held. This was, indeed^ such a tri- 
umph, that-we are told it drew tears 
of joy from the eyes of the King's 
councillors ; but whether altogether 
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produced by sympathy with thdr 
Boyal Master, on the removal of so 
foul a stain upon his fame, or by some 
secret feeling of private interest, it is 
hard to determine. 

Whatever impression, my dear 
Mend, all these circumstances which 
I have now related (and which it is 
possible you were previously acquaint- 
ed with) may have made upon your 
mind, I can only say, that they wctc 
so convincing to me, that I left Perth 
for Edinburgh with scarce a doubt 
remaining on my mind of the injus- 
tice done to the memory of the Earl 
of Gowrie by all those who brand him 
with Wie crime of treason against his 
savereign. On my arrival here, this 
subject was uppermoi»t in my mind, 
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9jad led me into some long disputa^ 
tions with several of its enlightened 
inhabitants^ whom I found by no 
means so ready to take £m granted 
all my hypothesis, or even to admit 
what I considered incontrovertible 
fects ; nay, I even perceived myself to 
be si^ered at for broaching so stale a 
subject, and was beset by some young 
limbs of the law, who annoyed me 
sorely with their ^ quiddits" and their 
'< quillets,'' and that sort of skirmish* 
ing warfare, in which they employed 
the artillery .of small wit^ so hard to 
be borne by one like myself, who^ you 
know, am always an enthusiast in 
whatever happens to be my hobby for 
the time being. I remain, however^ 
still firm to my text, tliou^ I must 
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confess, I am now and then assailed 
with some slight misgivings on points 
where I had thought myself secure of 
the best of the argument 

On one of these occasions, I was by 
no m^ms sorry to turn aside the wear 

a proposal just then made by one of 
the company, that a party should be 
made to visit WolTs Crag by water^ 
this denomination being, it is univer^ 
sally understood, bestowed by the au-* 
thor of tho" Bride of Lammermoor^' 
upon Fastcastle, the ancient resi* 
dence o£ Logan of Bestalrig. Thb 
fell in exactiiy with my humour ; and 
it was immediately settled, that, if 
the following day proved &vourable, 
we should anbark, at seven in tli^ 
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morning, at the chain-pier at New- 
haven, and proceed in a boat down 
the Frith, in order to examine this 
sea-beaten old tower. 

Much amusement ensued on its 
being suggested, that we should pro- 
vide ourselves with pick-axes and 
shovels, to make a search for a trea- 
sure, which, one of the gentlemen 
assured us, had been once secreted 
within the precincts of the ruin ; 
bringing in proof of this the known 
fact, of a certain great character in 
Edinburgh having now in his posses- 
sion a contract, entered into between 
Napier of Merchiston and Logan of 
Bestalrig, to discover, by means of 
the art of the former, this hidden 
hoard. Knowing that such old cas- 
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ties are seldom without subterranean 
apartments, I, however, provided my- 
self with an apparatus for procuring 
light, instead of the before-mentioned 
implements, — not with any idea, you 
may suppose, of following so wild a 
legend, in expectation of discovering 
the treasure, but with the desire of 
leaving no part of so interesting a 
place uninvestigated. 

The next morning proving fine, I 
found myself at the water's edge be- 
fore the rest of the party ; for, with 
all the impatience of a schoolboy on 
the approach of a holiday, I had not 
been able to sleep for many hours. 
And now I hear you exclaim, " Will 
that restlessness, in pursuit of what 
is new, never leave him ?" — ^But peace, 
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my dear friend ; it is the trick of my 
nature^ and cannot be conquered. I 
trust it hath never led me astray from 
the paths of rectitude, though it hath 
frequently beguiled me into those of 
difficulty and danger. 

While I loitered on the pieiv nei- 
ther perceiving the boat, nor my com- 
pagrums du voyage^ I began to reflect 
that I had not eaten anything ; and, 
feding more than usually appetized 
by my walk, I turned my steps to- 
ward a neighbouring tavern, where I 
ordered breakfast. Meanwhile, I be- 
gan to observe a tall, pordy-looking 
man, who was sitting at one end of 
the room into which I was ushered, 
and who, without noticing me, or ap- 
parently anything that was going on, 
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r€^ for a few minutes at a time, from 
a boc^ which he held in his faand9 
something whidi speared to inte- 
rest him in sudi adegree^as to absorb 
every faculty of observation. Than, 
agsdn, he would lay down the bodk, 
with the open part turned to his knee, 
»id mutter simdry unintelligible ex* 
pressions, glancing over the room ever 
and anon with a varant eye. 

My idea of the matter was, that he 
laboured under a fit of mental de- 
rangement ; in which opinion I felt 
fully confirmed, when, after my break- 
fskst was brought in, and I had pour- 
ed out my first cup of cofifee, he ap- 
proached the table at which I was 
sitting, with sundry mutterings, and 
many odd gesticulations, and com- 
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menced a most Airious and uncere- 
monious attack on my rolls and but- 
ter, seizing at the same time upon a 
couple of eggs, and drawing toward 
him a plate of ham, all of which 
quickly disappeared between a pair of 
capacious jaws, furnished with a set of 
grinders that might well have rival- 
led those of the holy friar of Copman- 
hurst. At length, fearing that this 
enormous act of repletion might pro- 
duce a fit of apoplexy — ^for his face, 
which was before of a most rubicund 
hue, began to assume a purple tint, 
giving symptoms that the passages 
of respiration were much incommo- 
ded — I hastened to present him with 
a cup of coffee to assist in clearing 
them ; which, without looking at me. 
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he received from my hand with a 
most profomid inclination of the 
heady and an expression of simpering 
complaisance, which little accorded 
with the previous lengthened solemn 
nity of his features. The table be- 
ing by this time entirely cleared of 
its eatables, I ordered in a fresh sup- 
ply ; of which, on its arrival, I took 
care to convey a reasonable quantity 
to my own plate, while, to my no 
small surprise, all which I left unap- 
propriated was speedily consumed by 
the voracious stranger, who devour- 
ed all that was placed within his 
reach, but made no attempt to pro- 
cure another cup of coffee, — ^which I 
at length handed to him, when he 
for the first time stared in my face, 



d by Google 



240 CONCLUDIN& LETTER. 

and, seeming to recollect himself all 
at once, biurst into a most imcontr<d- 
kble fit of laughter, firom which he, 
bowey», almont instantly recovered, 
im seeing, I suj^pos^ evident mariss 
of si]jr[»ise in my countenance. He 
now iMwtened to apdbgize for hk 
ruden@§H8, by telling me, that his afo-^ 
senoe of mind was at times so great, 
when employed in the constdaration 
of any difficult case, that he entirdy 
lost all perc^tion of what was gmng 
on mxrand him, adding, in a most 
whimsiccd manner, as a striking in- 
stance of this abstraction, that he hiMl 
taken it for granted that he had jij^t 
been receiving his cofi^ee from the 
hands of s<mie fair lady, until happen* 
ing, at length, to fix his eyes upon 
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my face, his risible faculties were 
overcome by the sight of a plentiful 
siipply of black whiskers, and a weU- 
hixmzed visage, which he never recol- 
lected to have had the pleasure of 
neeing before, and begged my pardon 
fiwr having intruded upon me, alleg- 
ing, that the sight of the viands, after 
an appetizing dip he had been taking 
in the Frith, had led him mechani- 
cally to the breakfast-table. 

I professed myself perfectly satis- 
fied with this apology, and said some- 
thing civil on the good fortune of his 
patients for whom he was in the prac- 
tice of studying so deeply ; having 
been misled into the belief of his be- 
ing a medical man, by the mention 
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he made of a difficult case; when he 
gave me to miderstand, that he was 
making out, not a medical, but a legal 
case, for a gentleman who claimed a 
Title said to have been long idnce 
extinct. — " So," thought J, ** another 
man of parchmetit ;" truly, Jack Cade, 
and his accomplice Dick, would have 
found their preliminary work of " kill- 
ing all the lawyers'' no easy job here ; 
where it may be literally said of them, 
as they do of the moschettos in the 
West Indies, " that if you kill one, 
some hundreds of them come to the 
funeral/' 

By this time it drew near seven 
o'clock, when, deisirous of being at 
the place of appointment, I settled 
my bill with the waiter ; and as two 
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breakfasts were charged, from an idea, 
I suppose, that I had invited my new 
acquaintance to partake of that meal, 
I paid for both, as he appeared to have 
relapsed into one of his absent fits, and 
I thought the amusement which the 
oddity of his conduct had caused me 
well worth so trifling a tax. 

After leaving the tavern, I was pro- 
oeedmg towards the pier, when I was 
overtaken by my quondam Mend, 
who accosted me with a lofty demean- 
our, and a countenance inflamed with 
ire : — " Stop, sir," said he, while he 
took his purse from his pocket ; ^^ I 
confess that I am not a rich man; 
but neither am I poor, and least of all 
am I so memi as to sit on another 
man's coat-tail, and push myself into 
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his company, that I may som upcm 
his purse. Be pleai^ to receive agWQ 
what you have just paid for me." 

I attempted to argue the matter 
with him, insisting that I would have 
no objection to his returning so slight 
an obUgation the next time we met 
in similar circumstances. 

This, however, would not content 
him i and, after his announcing him^ 
self aa Mr Peter Papyrus, a searcher 
mkd expounder of old records, resi- 
dent in Edinburgh, we settled the 
matter amicably, by my promising to 
sup with him on the following eveii^ 
ing. 

While we were ax^ usting this knot- 
ty point, we continued to walk on to- 
gether till we reached the patty irfio 
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Were now waiting for me on the quay, 
to several of whom he appeared to 
be perfectly known ; and, hearing 
that we were bound for Fast-castle, 
he craved permission to be allowed 
ta iaccompany us, having, as he said, 
arrived at the knowledge of many 
curious facts relating to its ancient 
proprietors- that had inspired him 
with an eatnest desire to visit it. 

This request being most willingly 
acceded to on our parts, we embark- 
ed in a boat furnished with six stur- 
dy rowers, that we might be provided 
for all contingencies, in case the wind, 
which was then fair, should either 
change to a quarter less favoiurable, 
or be succeeded by a calm. 

It continued, however, to blow a 
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fresh and favouring gale, which car- 
ried us in three hours down as far as 
Dunbar Castle, and so near to it, that 
we distinctly discerned its outline, 
and that singular Jooking rocky arch, 
which is said to have been the en- 
trance to its dungeon vaults. And 
here Black Agnes and her heroic 
deeds occurred to my memory with 
such force, that, annihilating time and 
space, I beheld her, with my mind's 
eye, standing on the battlements ex- 
horting her soldiers, and perform- 
ing all the offices of a valiant com- 
mander. 

Our friend Papyrus now became 
talkative, and gave us the account of 
its having been burnt by Kenneth, 
King of Scotland, in 858,— of its ha- 
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ving given shelter to Edward the Se- 
cond, after his defeat at Sannockbum, 
when it was commanded by the Earl 
of March, — ^and of its having been 
destroyed, in a fit of despair at the 
improbability of keeping it, by Pa- 
trick, Earl of Dunbar ; when Edward 
the Third obliged him to erect it 
again at his own expense, and receive 
into it a garrison of English soldiers. 
Sut of all the reminiscences belong- 
ing to it, none appeared to me more 
worthy of notice, than that of its ha- 
ving several times sheltered the beau- 
tiful Mary of Scotland, and that it 
was from its walls she marched to en- 
counter her fatal defeat at Carberry 
Hill. 

After speaking of its ancient glory, 
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Papyrus mentioned bri^y its pre- 
sent proprktor; and then entered 
into a long dissertation on the ances* 
tors of that acute statesman, bringing 
in, as I thought, head and shoulders, 
the genealogies c^ half the families in 
Scotland, to which no one appeared 
to listen except myself. Nor can I 
say I was exceedingly sorry, when the 
breeze slackening, and the boat be- 
ginning to roll, the enormous cargo 
he had taken in became unsettled, 
and " suddenly a grievous sickness 
took him, that made him gasp, and 
stare, and catch the air," rendering 
him utterly silent, at least in speech ; 
while, the men taking to their oars, 
the boat passed rapidly over the un- 
dulating billows, and, in the course 
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of five hours from the time of leaving 
Newhaven, we found ourselves under 
the precipitous and nearly insular 
rock on which stands Fast-castle. 

We, however, in vain examined itsi 
northern side, in the hope of finding 
a landing-place. It seemed ojily to 
present masses of rock to our view, 
lying at the foot of headlong steeps, 
by which there appeared no possibl-, 
lity of ascending. At length, afte? 
much search, we discovered some 
steps, cut in the rock, immediately 
below the ruin, by which access had 
formerly been obtained to the Castle ; 
but they were in such a decayed and 
ruinous state, that it was unanimous- 
ly agreed by my companions, that it 
l2 
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would be tempting our fate to ven- 
ture on them. 

One of our young gentlemen, of 
whom, with Papyrus, I shall alone 
speak in particular, had provided 
himself with a fowling-piece, and now 
began to make war upon the sea-fowl 
that were wheeling in circles round 
the rock; from which unmanly and 
cruel sport I could not persuade him 
to desist, though many of the poor 
things he had wounded were sitting 
on the waves uttering piercing cries 
of distress, which, joined by the shrill 
shfiekings of their mates in the air, 
might, one would have thought, have 
been sufficient to deter the lordly 
creature man from so base an exercise 
of his power. One of these birds, of 
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the gull species, fell into the boat; 
and I think I never beheld anything 
more lovely than its pure white plu- 
mage^ varied, on the back and wings, 
with a beautiful violet tinge. It was 
very near death when I took it up ; 
and, as it struggled and looked around 
for the lajst time, it appeared to me 
as if bidding an affecting farewell to 
its native elements of air and water, 
where it had so joyftdly exercised the 
unboimded liberty bestowed upon it 
by its bountiful Creator ; and I could 
scarce avoid cursing in my heart the 
contemptible dandy figure, which sat 
in the stem of the boat exulting in 
this pitifiil proof of his dexterity. 

By this time we had made the ck- 
<juit of the ruin without finding a 
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sdngle place that oflbred the sli^teii 
prospect of our ascending to the tc^ ; 
and we agreed to return to a small 
bay that we had passed, at the dis- 
tance of about a mile, which affi^rd- 
ed a good landing-place, and, by a 
zig-zag road, cut in the bank above, 
offered a tolerably decent path to the 
traveller, — ^which road, I was after** 
wards informed, was made in order to 
convey a life-boat down to this bold 
and dangerous part of the coast. 

In rowing round the rock in order 
to discover a^ landii\g-place, I had 
observed the entrance of a pretty 
large cavern, into which the water 
was rushing with the noise of « deep^ 
mouthed thunder f' and where, on 
repassing it, I was determined to en- 
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t&j hsmng an idea that it was a place 
whichhad formerly been the entrance 
tfiat communicated with the vaiilts 
of the Castle. In this opinion I was 
decidedly joined by Papyrus, who 
brought many reasons in support of 
the utility of such a passage, which, 
while it afforded an opportunity of 
egress and regress to the inhabitants 
erf the Castle, could, from its situation, 
be so easily defended from the over- 
haQging battlements. 

I therefore made the boatmen push 
into it, which, the tide being nearly 
^ the full, they eflfected without 
much trouble ; and, accompanied by 
Papyrus, I sprung upon a flat piece 
of rock that afforded me a firm foot- 
ing, and was in the act of proceeding 
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to explore my way to its interim, 
when one of the sailors called after 
me,tobeuponmyguardlestIshould 
disturb the slumbers of a colony of 
seals, who, when thus encroadied up- 
on, became extremely dangerous. — 
Upon hearmg this, my companion^ 
who had appeared as anxious to ex- 
plore the cavern as myself, began U> 
waver in his resolution, and at lengtb^^ 
after endeavouring in vain to turn 
me from my purpose^ stepped again 
into the boat, from which our yoimg 
dandy immediately sprung^ purposing 
to brave the danger with his gun^ 
which he loaded with ball, and fol- 
lowed me a short distance up the ca- 
vern ; when, just && I had ascended a 
large piece of rock, and received the 
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fowling-piece out of his hand till he 
mounted after me, a huge wave made 
an inroad on the place where he 
stood, and, taking a vigorous sweep 
round him, carried him back with it 
to the mouth of the cave, where his 
head was seen bobbing up and down 
like the buoy at a herring-net, and 
where his accounts with this sublu- 
nary world would have been quickly 
closed, had his cries not attracted the 
attention of the people in the boat, 
who held out an oar to him, by which 
means he regained his station on 
board, after one of the most complete 
duckings and dismal alarms ever sus- 
tained by a poor exquisite. Nor could 
I for my life refrain from a hearty fit 
of laughter at the forlorn figure he 
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out, with his locks, which were erst 
so well curled and scented, hanging 
like rats' tails about his rueful visage, 
which the fright had rendered of a 
ghastly hue, while he sat shivermg 
and gathering himself up into the size 
of a haie^rowned baboon, which he 
very much resembled, now that his 
clothes were clinging to his spare fi^ 
gure, instead of being puffed out in 
sundry directions, to make his shape 
resemble as much as possible that of 
a pigeon. 

I did not proceed far after this ad- 
venture, when a turn round a jutting 
piece of rock obscured the daylight so 
much that I was obliged to have re- 
course to my match-box ; and, having 
trimmed a small pocket lantern, I 
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proceeded, keeping a cautious look^ 
mit the while — ^not having, I can as- 
sure you, any wish to turn the laugh 
against me, by waging, like Captain 
M'Int3nre, an unsuccessful war against 
a phoca. 

It was not, however, my fortune 
to encounter one ; and, finding the 
passage become yet narrower and 
more difficult, from the number of 
loose pieces of rock that every mi- 
nute threatened to put an end to my 
progress, by choking up the passage 
altogether, I laid down the gun, which 
had become exceedingly troublesome 
to me, and stretching forward my ann 
as far in advance as I could, I placed 
the lantern before me, following it 
frequently through crannies which 
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with great difficulty admitted my bo- 
dy. At length, when I began to be 
heartily weary of my serpent-like pos- 
ture, and disheartened with the small 
prospect of success which the nature 
of the passage held out of its ending 
in the manner I had supposed, a stop 
seemed aU at once put to my research- 
es, by what appeared evidently the 
termination of the cavern, when I had 
arrived at a small square place, deep- 
ly bedded with graveL 

Here I sat down to rest myself 
not a little chagrined by my disap- 
pointment, while, by way of amuse- 
ment, or rather from a sort of rest- 
less idleness, I turned over with my 
hand the gravel and small fragments 
of/rock where I was sitting, wh^ I 
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discovered among them some pieces 
of lime rubbish of that hard and com- 
pac^kind peculiar to old buildings^ 
which somewhat surprised me, as the 
cavern had ascended too much for m^ 
to suppose that the sea could have 
washed them in, which it otherwise 
might have done, on their falling from 
the walls above. This once more set 
me to work to examine the place in 
which I was enclosed, and, on peer- 
ing behind a large slab of fallen rock, 
I thought I discerned the top of a 
kind of archway, which appeared the 
work of art ; and on forcing myself 
round, I found that I was right in my 
conjecture, for it proved to be an en- 
trance from the interior, which was 
nearly filled up by loose lime-rubbish, 
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that had fallen from within, whi<^ I 
immediately set to work to remove ; 
and indeed I soon found that m%^wn 
weight contributed in no small degree 
to sink them so much, from the light- 
ness with which they were piled to- 
gether, that a hole was made suffix 
dent for me to creep in at. Now I 
perceived that the space into which I 
had entered admitted of my standing 
upright ; and, on taking my candle 
put of the lanteni, that I might see 
the more dearly, I found myself at 
the foot of a flight of spiral stairs, 
which were partly cut out in the rock, 
and partly built, and that it was from 
the falling of partial pieces of the 
latter that the crumbled mortar had 
proceeded. 



d by Google 



CONCLUDING LETTER. 861 

I began to a^scend with alacrity, 
and dioosing the firm parts whidl 
still remained of the steps, I quickly 
mounted to the topmost one, and ar*- 
rived at« door, which, fi^om its strong 
craistruction, appeared to have once 
formed a pretty secure defence against 
intruders, but, having lost one of its 
Mnges, had become incapablie of shut- 
ting, and therefore presents no ob- 
struction to my entering a chamber 
about eighteen feet square, which, it 
appeared from an iron grating in the 
vaulted stone roof, had once been 
lighted in that direction, but whidi 
was now totally dark ; I also observed 
a door- way, built up, nearly opposite 
to the one by which I entered ; and, 
from the small vestiges that remain- 
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ed of its last inhabitants, I immedi- 
ately concluded them to have been 
smugglers. There were three or four 
gin-€tnkerS| one or two of which had 
fallen to pieces ; these had Jbeen ap- 
parently used as seats, for they were 
ranged round a part of the floor where 
the remains of some burnt sticks shew- 
ed that a fire had been kindled, the 
smoke of which had escaped as it 
mighty there being no vent for it that 
I could perceive, save the iron gra- 
ting in the roof. But what most en- 
gaged my attention, was a huge wood- 
en chest, that stood in a recess of the 
wall. It was strongly secured by broad 
iron bands, that traversed it in every 
direction, and further fortified by 
three lodks, each being, from the ap- 
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pearance of the key4ioles^ opened by 
)ceys differing in construction from 
each other. Seeing the locks much der 
cayed by rust, I imagined they might 
give way ; but, on my endeavouring 
to wrench them from the wood, I 
found them still strong enough to bid 
defiance to my utmost efforts ; and, 
on taking a more minute survey, I 
quickly peVceived that I had been 
giving myself much unnecessary trou- 
ble, for I discovered that one end of 
the chest had been completely staved 
in ; and, on putting my candle with- 
in it, I found that it only contained 
a number of papers and parchments 
loosely scattered on the bottom, per- 
haps left there by those who had ab- 
stracted from it some richer booty. 
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On pulling out a handful of tli^ 
writings, I found them to be charters 
granted to the proprietors of Fas*- 
castle, as far as three and four cen- 
turies back. Among the handftd I 
brought out at the second or third 
application to the chest, was a roll, 
marked on the back, " Anent the 
Gowrie Conspiracie," bearing the date 
1611. 

Itisimpossilie,mydearfnend,to 
convey to you any adequate notion 
of the surprise and joy which possess- 
ed me at having, in so singular a man- 
ner, acquired what I conceived might 
prove the only authentic documents 
now existing of an afEadi which had 
puzzled aU the wisest heads in Chris- 
tendom for upwards of two centuries. 

13 
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This happening at a time, too, when 
my thoughts had so accidentally and 
recently been employed upon the very 
subject, almost persuaded me that I 
had been guided, as I hinted b^ore, 
by the agency of some supernatural 
being, in order to my becoming the 
explainer of this mysterious afi^ ; 
and my former scepticism on these 
subjects giving way before my extra- 
ordinary situation, I almost expected 
to be addressed by old Caleb Balder- 
stone; discerning, as I thought, pretty 
dearly, that the place where I now 
stood was no other than the ^^ Secret 
Chammer:" Do notdesfHse the tran^ 
sient folly of your friend^ . when I tell 
yan^ that I looked up several times 
from the papers in my hands, exipecU 
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ing to see some i^ch person, with his 
'^ thin grey hairs, bald forehead, and 
sharp high features, illuminated by 
my lamp." In this expectation I wajs, 
however, as you may si^pose, tota% 
mistaken, nothing occurring to in- 
terrupt the death^like stillness that 
reigned around me. 



" For, though this vault —————. 
Was to the sounding surge so near, 
A tempest there you scarce could hear. 
So massiTe were the walls." 

I stood, however, lost, as it were, in 
amazement at the circimistance which 
had just occurred, and pondering over 
the fame I was to acquire as the dis- 
coverer of these valuable papers ; but, 
instead of obeying the first impulse 
suggested by their possession, which 
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was to pry into their contents, I re- 
sisted the temptation, and having se^ 
creted thenr in a deep inside pocket 
of iny frock-coat, I proceeded to dip 
again into the same repository of an- 
tiquity, q,nd pulled out several rolls 
of paper similar to that I hate men- 
tioned, the contents of which were, 
like it, also labelled on the back. One 
<jf these I supposed, from the way in 
which it was marked, to be connected 
with the one I had already secured, 
and I placed it accordingly in the 
i^posite pocket, leaving, with regret, 
sundry other interesting documents, 
which I was unable to carry with me, 
and which I found could not belong 
in the remotest degree to those 1 had 
determined to bring off, but which. 
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nevertheless, I looked upon as trear- 
sures not to be abandoned with m- 
difference. 

As it was no part of my plan to'ex- 
hibit my acquisitions to my fellow- 
voyagers, I buttoned my .coat, and 
stroked down my pockets, so as to 
flatten the papers, and reduce their 
bulk to such dimensions as might not 
attract their notice, and, closing the 
door of my lantern, descended to re- 
trace again my way to the boat, which, 
from my previous knowledge of its 
intricacies, I accomplished in one half 
the time it had taken me to work my 
passage inwards. Sut what was my 
dismay, when, on reaching the en- 
trance of the cave, I discovered that 
the boat was gone, nor could I so 
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mucli as see a single sail, as far as 
sight could reach over a boundless 
ocean. It was in vain that I whooped 
and haUooed^ till I became hoarse, 
and at last fired off the fowling-piece ; 
no answer was returned to these sig- 
nals of distress, excepting by the sea- 
fowls, whom it probably reminded of 
their previous misfortunes. 

I was extremely at a loss to sur- 
mise the cause of my having been de- 
serted in this manner. The sea was 
ealm and unruffled as a lake, except 
where it dashed its waves against the 
neighbouring rocks ; I therefore en- 
tertained no fear of any accident ha- 
ving happened to the boat ; yet I 
could not suppose I had been volun- 
tarily abandoned. Had I discovered 
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the secret chamber to be stored with 
full casks of spirits, instead of finding 
a few empty ones, I might have ima- 
gined some smuggling lugger had 
picked up our boat's crew at the en- 
trance of the cave, to prevent the 
discovery of their concealment, till 
they had removed their cargo ; or, 
had it been in the time of war^ I 
might have feared that our sailors 
were pressed into his Majesty's ser- 
vice. But, all things considered, not 
one feasible conjecture could I make 
on the subject ; so I e'en set myself 
down on a stone in front of the ca- 
vern's mouth, which, from its perpen- 
dicular formation on each hand, and 
the tide's flowing into it, precluded 
me from attempting to climb to its 
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outside, and from any view, except a 
straight-forward one. And there I 
sat, for the space of an hour and 
half, much incUned, long before the 
expiration of that time, to exclaim, 
with the valiant Pistol's companion, 
** Now would I give all my fame for 
a pot of ale and safety !" I was not, 
however, driven to echo in sober se- 
riousness so ignoble a wish, for, at the 
expiration of the time I have men- 
tioned, my spirits were exhilarated 
by the welcome sound of oars, and 
the music of human voices, which, I 
must confess, thrilled to my heart as 
they might have done to that of the 
last mariner on a wreck, when about 
to be rescued from his perilous situa- 
tion ; for I think it is not easy to con- 
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c^e a more sincere joy than I ex- 
peri^iced when the boat was once 
more thrust into the mouth of the 
cave to receive me on board. 

As*I gave vent, in some measure, 
to this feeling, I observed a sly in- 
dication of supiM^essed merriment on 
the countenances of the sailors, whom 
I immediately began to rate roundly 
for having made me wait so long for 
the boat, when they informed me, 
with great civility, and many " your 
honours," that on my remaining in 
the cove longer than had been ex- 
pected, the other gentlemen had in- 
sisted on their landing them in the 
bay before mentioned, which they 
dared not refuse to do, particularly 
as the young gentleman, who had 
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been hauding in the water, dedared, 
that if he sat much longer in his wet 
clothes, he should infallibly die of 
cold ; and that they hoped I would 
£3rgiye them for the £right I had got 
in being left so long in sic an eerie 
place. NoW| although I was not al- 
together pleased with this insinua- 
tion in regard to the alarm I had sus- 
tained, I found I could not put sudi a 
face on it as flatly to deny the charge ; 
but, as nothing certainly is more sen-> 
sibly felt by most men than the most 
distant suspicion of their having been 
tnibjected to the passion of fear, I was 
suddenly seized with a determination 
of manifesting my courage, byascend-^ 
ing the rocks in a way my compcuiions 
had deemed impractiotble, and thu» 
h2 
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tacitly crow over them fot the circui- 
tous rout they had taken to the ruin ; 
which I was further urged to by my 
belief that my having been abandon- 
ed in the way I have related was the 
contrivance of my dandy friend, in 
retaliation for the laugh I had indul- 
ged myself in at his expense. I there- 
fore made the men bring the boat 
close to a ledge in the rock, whicA 
I had not observed when the tide 
was higher, on which I stepped, and 
choosing the firmest footing that the 
decayed steps afforded, I drew my- 
self up, by clinging to the projecting 
pieces of rock, much to the admira- 
tion of the sailors, and the horror of 
such of the party as had reached the 
rock above, aiid were looking down 
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upon me, in momentary expectation 
of beholding me fall backwards into 
the sea ; but, having escaped so me- 
lancholy a fete, I presently stood un- 
scathed in the midst of them. 

We found the remains of Fast- 
castle a mere ruin, indeed ; but who 
fcould be otherwise than interested in 
its scattered fragments ? — at least it 
was not I, when I connected it with 
the story that had lately engaged my 
attention, and with that of the noble 
and unfortunate Master of Kavens- 
wood, and his old and faithful sene- 
schal, so ^aven on my memory, as 
related by their unknown historian, 
whose magic pen leaves no doubt 
upon my mind that he is a descend- 
ant of Michael Scott the wizard, and 
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who^ aotwithrtatiHling our uMA&m 
0^m<ms on such i^ibjects, inherits 
no small portion of his powers of 
^^ gramarye/' All and each of the 
scenes 1^ describes as having ps^sed 
upon this isolated rock w&te be£>re 
my eyes, and I wandered firom point 
to point, conjecturing from the for- 
matioi^ of theremaimBg foundations, 
what apartments they might former- 
ly have ccmtained ; but, more ei^pe- 
daUy, I set myself to find out, if pos- 
sihle, with what part of the building 
the door of the apartm^oit I had dis- 
covered (and which I imagine die 
smugglers had built up) communica* 
tdd ; but here I got bewildi»ed in my 
conjectures, and €Ould cmly guess, 
fyom the distance I had^sc^ided in- 
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to the bowels of the rock, that the 
grating which had formerly given 
light to it must be near the surface, 
and only concealed by the rubbish 
which had fallen down on it. 

I was disturbed in these research- 
es by being summoned to dinner by 
my companions, who were just then 
jmned by our young beau, who, ha- 
ving remained by the way to dry his 
db(hes at a farm-house, arrived in 
the van of the boatmen who bore the 
provision baskets, and a pitcher g£ 
cpolwater&om a neighbouring spring 
whidi they had been informed by the 
way it was necessary to provide themb- 
selves with ; fpr ^^ the tower well,'' so 
much lauded by honest Caleb, is now 
as dry as his wine butts, though a 
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circular hole, filled up with stones, 
bears testimony to its having once 
existed. Our provisions being spread 
upon the ground, we seated ourselves 
around them, and did aihple justice 
to a repast, which, though neither 
furnished with " black-cock, veal-flo- 
rentine, nor roast kid,'* was yet such 
as Caleb would have thought himself 
abundantly fortunate in being able 
to place before the Lord Keeper and 
his daughter, in lieu of the sumptu- 
ous bill of fare furnished them by his 
fertile imagination* We ate our din- 
ner to all appearance on the exact 
spot where Mysie was wcmt to exer- 
cise her culinary art ; at least so we 
concluded, by the appearance of a 
stone sink which still remains entire 
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with a spout cut from it to carry off 
the water into the sea beneath. On 
this spot, the ludicrous scene descri- 
bed to have passed between the old 
woman and C^deb, when, in the full 
triumph, of his new contrivance to 
save the honour of the mansion, he 
annihilated the ^^ hatted kit which 
was for the Master's dinqer,'' so seized 
upon our imaginations, that the re- 
nmins of the old walls once more rung 
to a peal of laughter, as unextinguish- 
able as that which took place in the 
hall after the thunder-storm. 

As the young kitty wakes flew round 
the rock where we sat, 1 could no€ 
help regretting Caleb's apparent ig- 
norance o£ their savoriness, which 
might have wonderAiUy assisted his 
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wits on St Margaret^s day ; having 
myself lately met with them served 
up in several diffi^cent ways^ and 
equalfy good in each* 

Near to the place where we dined 
we observed several mushrooms had 
qprung up, the appearance of whidi 
we Gould account for in no odm 
way except by suj^^osing, thtft (Meb'j 
white broth, or some such^fiructifiar 
of the soil, had h^re ^^ l&rded the lean 
earth." 

During the time occupied by our 
meal, my new fiiend Papyrus, who 
had now recovered from his sea in* 
&rmity, entertained tts with many 
particulars respecting the hst Logan 
of Bestalrig and his fiunify, which I 
shall not mention here, reservingthem 
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to ad&dst me in illustrating the facts 
contained in the before-mentioned 
second roU of papers, should I ever 
require their aid. I was so much 
struck with the depth of knowledge 
he displayed, that, considering the 
treasures I had just discovered, I 
looked upon him as a most valuable 
coadjutor, and in this expectation I 
have since found mysdtf amply justi- 
fied. 

But if my recoUeetions were amur 
sing while I occupied Mysie's kitdi^i, 
they became sombre in an equal de- 
gree, as, on leaving the rock, I stood 
upon the narrow pass which connects 
it with the main-land, and whidi for- 
cibly reminded me of the bridge hy 
wfaidL the Mussdmen, acccMrding to 
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Lord Byron, ^ skate into Paradise." 
There I stood ruminating on the last 
afibcting words, dictated by the de- 
mon of despair, which were address- 
ed to his faithful domestic by the 
unfortunate Master of Kavenswood, 
and there I might have remginedfor 
some time longer, had I not been 
disturbed in my graver reflections by 
the i^houts and vociferations of my 
companions, who were winding fast 
out of sight among the hiUs, and 
which disturbed my reflections so 
much, that I immediately quitted a 
place which I, however, resolved soon 
to revisit, that I might secure what 
of the remaining papers appeared to 
me of any value ; and which I may 
here mention, en potsmnt^ as having 
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since done, under the pretence of col- 
lecting minerals from the cave, — ^for 
I have hitherto most studiously kept 
secret the contents of the old chest, 
except from Papyrus, whose a^ist- 
ance has proved of much value to- 
me. 

You are too well acquainted with 
me, my dear Torpedo, to require me 
to dwell ujpon the impatience that 
took possession of me to reach my ho- 
tel in Edinburgh, after I became re- 
leased from my Wolf's-crag recojleo- 
-tions. In short, each hour became a 
day until I could examine the con- 
tents of my pockets; and I grew 
more impatient at every Httle delay 
that occurred in our homeward pas- 
sage, than eve^ I remember to have 
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been before in my life. The pretty 
sayings^ ancL harmless remarks, of the 
imp of &ahion9 who sat beside me in 
the boaiy and whom I was tired of 
^ fodiing up to his bent," made me 
so splenetic, that I could scarcely re- 
frain from uttering a most bitter j^- 
lippic against his stays, which, ever 
mnce the wetting they had got, cre^- 
ed and crazed in a manner not to be 
endured. 

The time, however, at length arri- 
ved, when, springing ashore at Leith, 
and, scarce istaying to bid my felloWi- 
passengers good evening, I hurried 
home, and, instructing the waiters to 
deny me to any friend who might 
happen to call, I was qtiickly arrayed 
in my dr^ssing-gotm and slippery 
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ahd^ placing tlie rdls of paper on a 
table before me, s^t down to dkcoTer 
wlletlier the expectations I had iorm- 
ed, firom the writing on their out- 
joules, were wdl founded or not- 

The first one I opened was that 
entitled ** Anent the Growrie Conspi- 
rade;'' in which I soon became bo 
much interested, that I left the other 
roll unopened until I had perused^ 
or rather skimmed the surface of it; 
Ibr^ so cramp was the hand in which 
it was written, so obscure the ortho- 
graphjt and so mudi was it de&ced 
by the relentless hanfi o£ time, that 
all I could do was to make out its 
general meaning. But thia was sv£- 
fident to.keep me from resting, un- 
til, by the help of my friend Papyfus, 
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I completely made out and imder-* 
stood every line of it ; when it strudt 
me, that it would become more inte- 
r^ting by being put into the form of 
a modem novel, by which compliance 
with the prevailing taste of the day 
it was more Ukely to be read. I have 
accordingly laboui:ed hard in my new 
vocation, that this reUc of antiquty 
may be kept from the public as short 
a time as possible. 

Yet, my dear friend, you must not 
imagine, while thus employed, I have 
suffered myself to suppose that this 
child of my adaption is to escape lash- 
free from the castigating whips of 
the critics ; far from it, I assure you. 
They are a race of beings who, how- 
ever some folks may affect to deiqpise. 
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I am weE aware are now more formi- 
€la;ble than ever to the person who 
ventures to dress up a new dish of 
literary trifle for their eminencies* 
pampered appetites, which have not 
only been fed of late with whatever 
itrf sweet or piquant can be mingled 
together by human genius, to form a 
feast for the imagination, but have 
been accustomed to find in it a de- 
gree of solid nourishment formerly 
imknown in this sort of c<miposition« 
Nor have I forgotten to bear in mind 
the heavy expenses of printing, pub- 
lishing, &c. Now, as to the first of 
these dampers, my consolation is, that, 
though a ^torm of critical wrath 
should rage around me, I have a snug 
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little retreat of impenetrate obscu- 
rity, where I can hear it spend its 
ftiry without being exposed to the 
blast ; for, having no ambition to ap- 
pear in the character of an author, I 
have so misled all, except yourseli^ 
Papyrus, and the small party who ac- 
companied us, who, for good reasons 
known to myself, wiU keep strict si- 
lence, that I fear no detection. And, 
as to the last, that ii^ the demands 
upon my purse, I must bear it as I 
may, and, if disappointed in this my 
first VCTiture, be under the necessity 
of suppressing what remains of cu- 
rious and interesting matter now in 
my possession, which, in my opinion^ 
will be an irreparable loss to all tibe 
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norel readers in these united king- 
doms, but by which means I shall 
avoid involving myself in any further 
expense. I confess, however, that I 
shall be extremely sorry to prevent 
the lovers of antiquity regaling them- 
selves with stories of such undoubted 
authenticity as they seldom have an 
opportunity of perusing. For, how 
can I doubt thdr genuine truth, when 
I have found the story already tran- 
scribed, so fer as it goes, correspond 
so nearly with what is related in sun- 
dry old books and MSS., which my 
teamed Mend Papyrus has pointed 
out to me, and with those I saw at 
Perth, as well as the traditional ac- 
counts preserved there ? And I feel a 

VOL. m. N 
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Strong conviction that equal reliance 
may be placed on the truth of those 
narratives which still remain in my 
possession. But, should the discern- 
ing public differ from me in this opi- 
nion, and think proper to consider 
theih as fictions, I shaU make every 
man, and woman too, welcome to en- 
joy their own sentiments on the mat- 
ter, without commencing a war of 
words upon the subject. 

I have now only to add, what I 
fend I have hitherto neglected to 
mention, that the other roU of papers 
which I brought with me on my first 
expedition to Fast-castle, contains (as 
I have hinted in the story about to 
be published, and which I have en^ 
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titled " St Johnstoun/') the history 
of that son of Logan of Restalrig who 
is there introduced to the reader; 
and that I have discovered, on my 
perusal of it, that the papers contain- 
ing tlie story now printing were given 
to him by one of the Earl of Gowrie's 
family. 

Excuse my having thus long tres- 
passed upon your patience ; and pray 
let me have your candid opinion of 
" St Johnstoun" as soon as you have 
read it, which I will enable you to do 
with all possible expedition, by order- 
ing a copy to be forwarded to you the 
moment it is bound up. 

Farewell, my dear friend. Be kind 
enough to remember me most cordi- 
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ally to all your family circler whieh I 
hope to joiit before winter sets in ; 
and believe me now, as ever, 
Yours most truly, 

Pekegrine Rover* 

Edinburgh^ 
Septen^er 30, 182S- 



Ebinbur^h : 
Printed by James Ballantyne & Co. 
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